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TO THE 



QUEEN. 

Madam, 

When the First Volume of these Sermons was 
published, I did not presume to request the liberty 
of prefixing to them a name so illustrious. En- 
couraged by the favourable manner in which the 
Public has received Two Volumes, I now humbly 
beg leave, on the Publication of a third, to lay 
them all before your Majesty. 

Had I been in doubt to whom they could be 
presented with the greatest propriety, the public 
voice would instantly have directed me to the 
Person to whom I have now the honour of address- 
ing myself. Discourses intended to promote re-* 
ligion and virtue can be inscribed to none more 
suitably than to One, who, in the highest station 
of life, has ever supported the cause of religion by 
her conspicuous regard for it ; who has advanced 
the interests of virtue, by her distinguished example; 
and who, by a happy union of the amiable with the 
estimable qualities, has commanded the love and 
respect of a great nation. 

a 
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IV DEDICATION. 

It is a signal blessing to a kingdom, when a 
Person, whose character would have reflected ho- 
nour upon any condition of fortune, is placed by 
Providence in that elevated rank, which allows her 
rirtues to shine with extensive lustre, and to diffiise 
their auspicious influence over a whole land. 

That this influence of Your Majesty's virtues may 
long continue to be felt ; thit y^Bile they alleviate 
the cares, and increase the comfort of our gracious 
Sovereign ; while they improve the minds, and con- 
tribute to the felicity of Your illustrious Ofispring ; 
they may, at the same time, successfully exert their 
power in forming the public manners on a pattern 
so worthy of imitation, shall be my sincere wish^ 
And earnest prayer. 

I have the honour to be^ with profound res- 
pect, % 

MlDAM, 

Your Majesty's most humble, 

And most devoted Servant, 

HUGH BLAin. 
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SERMON L 

^V tWE TAU£ HQHOUA OY MAN. 



■pi^pvEBBs, iv. 8* 



Exalt her^ arui she shall promote thee f she 
shall brin^ thee to honour^ 

The love oi honour is one of the strongest 
passions in the humf^n heart. It shews itself 
in our earliest years ; and is coeval with the 
first exertions of reason. It accompanies ua 
through all the st^es of subsequent life ; and 
in private stations discovers itself no less thao^ 
in the higher rankq pf society. In their ideaa 
of what constitutes honouri men greatly varyt 
and often grossly err. But of somewhat which 
they conceive to form pre-eminence and dis-i 
tinction, all are desirous. All wish, by some 
means or others to acquire respect from those 
among whom they live ; and to contempt and 
disgrace, none are insensible* 

VOL. Illir / A 
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Among the advantage*^ which attend reli'^ 
gion and virfcuer the hcmonr which they confer 
on lOan is frequently mentioned in Scripture 
as one of the most considerable. Wisdom i> 
the principal thtng^ s^ys Sbidttion, in the pas^ 
sage where the text lies, therefore get wisdom ; 
and, with all thy getting^ get understanding. 
Exait hefy and she shaH promote thee ; she shall 
bring thee to honour^ when thou dost embrace 
her. She shall give to thine head an ornament 
of grace ; a crown of glory shall she deliver ta 
thee. It is evident, that throughout all the 
sacred writings, and particularly in the book 
of Proverbs, by wisdom h to be understood a 
principle of religion producing virtuous con- 
duct The fear of the Lord is said to* be the 
beginning ofxmdom : And by this fear of the 
Lord men are said to depart from evil ; to walk 
in the way of good men^ afidto keep the path of 
the righteous.* Man is then regulated by the 
wisdom which is from above^ when he is formed 
by piety to the duties of virtue and morality t 
and of the wisdom which produces this effect, 
it is asserted in the te&t, that it bringeth us to 
honour. 

On tbis recomnjendation of religion it is the 
more necessary to fix our attention, because 
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it is often refused to it by men of the worlcL 
Thdr notions of honour are apt to run in a 
very different channel.. Wherever religion is 
mentioned^ they connect it with ideas of nie«^ 
lancholy and dejection, or of mean and feeble 
spirits. They perhaps admit that it may be 
useful to the multitude, as a principle of re« 
straant from disorders and crimes j and that to 
persons of a pexmliar tUm of mind it may afford 
consolation under the distresses of life : but 
from the active scenes of the world, and from 
those vigorous exertions which display to ad* 
vantage the human ^ilities, they incline 
totally to exclude it. It may soothe the timid 
or the sad : But they consider it as having no 
connection with what is proper to raise meii 
to honour and distincticm. I shall now en^ 
deavour to remove this reproach from re^ 
ligion ; and to shew, that in every situation in 
human life, even in the highest: stations, it 
forms the honour^ as well as the happiness of 
man. - 

But first, let us be careftil to ascertain what 
true religion is. I admit that there is a eer^* 
tain species of religion, ^if we can give it that 
name), which has no claim to such high dis- 
tinction ; when it is placed wholly in specu* 
lation and belief, in the regularity of external 
homage, or in fiery zeal about contested opi- 

A 2 
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nions. Frotn a supcprstition inherent in the 
kuman mind, the rdigioii of the multitude has 
always beea tinctured wJth too tsmt^ of tliis 
spirit. They serve God as they would. serre 
a proud marter^ who may be flattered by theti 
prostrations, appeased by their gifts^ and gaiu-* 
ed by Iwid pibtestaliona. of attachm^it to Im 
interest, and cxf enmity tor all whom they sup^ 
pose to be hik ^les.. But this is not that xffMam 
to which Salomon ascribes, in the text, such 
hi^ pireiD^itives^ It is not the rdigion wfaic^ 
wepreach, nor the religion of Christ. That 
f d%ian consists in the love of Grod and the 
love of man, grounded on £uth in the Lord 
Jesis Ckrii^ tl» great Hedeemer of the world, 
the Intercessor hr the penitent, and the P^ 
tron of the virtmoua ; throu^ whom we enjoy 
^nnfinrtable access to the Sovereigii of the 
imiverse in the acta of w(»rship and devotion. 
It consists in justice humanity, and mercy ; 
in a &ir and candid mind, a generous and af- 
fectionate heart; accompanied with temper-- 
ance, selJ&govemment, and a perpetual re- 
gard in all our actions to conscience and U> 
. the law of Grod. A religious, and a thorcwghly 
virtuous character, th^efore, I consider as^ 
the same. 

By the true honour of man is to be undw-^ 
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stood, not whkt merely commands external 
respect, but what oommandd the respect of 
the heart ; whftt raises one to acknowledged 
eminence ftbove others of the. same species j 
what always creates esteem, and in its faighr- 
est degree produces veneratiom The quea^ 
tion ilow before ns is, From what cause thia 
eminence arises ? By what means is it to be 
attained ? 

I say^ first, irom riches it does not ariA^. 
These, we all know, may belong to the vilest 
of mankind. Providence has scattered them 
among the crowd with an undistinguishing 
hand| as of purpose to shew of what small ac« 
count they are in the sight of God. Experi^ 
ence every day proves that the possession of 
them is consistent with the most general con« 
tempt. On this point, therefore, I conceive 
it not necessary to insist any k>nger. 

Neither does the honour of n^an arise from 
mere dignity of rank or office* Were suclt 
distinctions always, can even generally, ob* 
tatned in consequence of uncommon merit, 
they would indeed confer honour on the cha* 
racter. But, in the present state of society, 
it is too well known that this is not the case. 
They are often the consequence of birdi alone. 
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They are sometimes the fruit of mere depend- 
ence and assiduity. They may be the recom- 
pence of flattery, versatility, and intrigue ; and 
SO be conjoined with meanness and baseness 
of character. To persons graced with noble 
birth, or placed in high stations, much exteri- 
nal honour is due. This is what the subordi- 
oation of society necessarily requires; and 
what every good member of it will cheerfully 
yield. But how often has it happened that 
such persons^ when externally respected, are, 
nevertheless, despised by men in tibeir hearts; 
nay, sometimes execrated by the public?— 
Their elevation, if they have been unworthy of 
it, is so far from procuring them true honour, 
that it only renders. their insignificance, per- 
haps their infamy, more conspicuous. By 
drawing attention to theirconduct, it discovers, 
in the most glaring light, how little they de- 
serve the station which they possess. 

I must next observe, that the proper honour 
of m^n arises, not from some of those splen- 
did actions and abilities which excite high ad« 
miratiop. Courage and prowess, military r&- 
liown, signal victories and conquests^ may ren- 
der the name of a man fanious, without ren- 
dering his character truly honourable. To 
parity \fT^ve Qien, to many heroes renowned 
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in Story, we look up with wonder. Their ex- 
ploits are recorded. Their prmses are isUng. 
They st^nd as on fin eminence above the rest 
of iQanki^id. Their eminence, nevertheless, 
caay not be of that sort before whidti we bow 
with inward .esteem and respect Something 
more is wanted for that purpose ]thai| the con^ 
<]uering arm and the intrepid mind The 
laurels ^f the warrior must at all tinies be dyed 
in bloody and bedewed with the teltrs of the 
widow and the orphan. But if they have beea 
^tain^ by raping and i|[ihumanity ; if sordid 
avarice has marked his character, or low and 
gross sensuality has degraded his life; the 
great hero sinks into a little man» What at a 
distance, or on a superfipjal yi^w^ we admire, 
becomes mean^ perhaps odious, when we ex^ 
amine it more closely. It is li]{^ the colossal 
statue, whose immense si^e struck the spectator 
afar off wjij^h «|3toi)ishmient j btit when nearly 
viewed, it appears disproportioped,^ unshapely, 
and rude. 

Observations of the satne kind may be ap- 
plied to all the reputation derived from dvil 
accompli^ments ; from the refined politics of 
the statesman ; or the lit»ary efforts of ge- 
nius and erudition. These bestow, and, with- 
in certain bounds, ought to bestow, eminence 
and distinction on men. They discover ti- 
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lenU which in themselves are shmiag^ and 
ttrhich become highly valuable, when employ* 
^ in advancing the good of mankinds Hence 
they frequently give rise to fame : But <t dis-. 
tifii^ion is to be made between fame and true 
faondur. The former is a loud and noisy ap«- 
plause ; the latter, a mmre silent and internal 
iiomage. Fame floats on the breath of the 
Unultitude ; honour rests on the judgment of 
the thinking. Fame may give praise while it 
withholds esteem: True honour implies esteend 
mingled with respect The one regards par^ 
ticular distii^uished talents ; the other looks 
Up to the whote character. Hence the states- 
man^ the orator^ or the poet, may be famous, 
while yet the man hims^f is fiir fVotn being 
honoured We envy his abilities. We wish 
to rival them. But we would not ehoose to be 
cli^sed with him who possessed them« In« 
stances oi this sort are too often found til 
every record of ancient or modern history. 

From all this it follows tliat^ in order to dis^ 
cem where man's true honour lies, we must 
lookt not to any adventitious circumstance of 
fortune ; not to any single sparkling quali*^ 
ty, but to the whole of what forms a man ; 
what entitles him, as such, to rank high among 
^at class of beings to which he belongs ; in 
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a woid^ we must look to the nind and the 
BOvdk*^'h*^A tmnd ^up^Hiot to lesr^ to se^h io^ 
terest and corruption ; a mind governed by 
the principles of uniform rectitude and inte-> 
grity i the saoie io proBJperity and adversity ; 
whkh nti bnhb tan sedade^ or traror overawe; 
neitha by fdMisure meh^ ioM effeihioacy, 
not by disftresB sun); into Rejection : such iaf 
the mind which fenns the distinction and eini^ 
nencetdf mQn^ OneirliD^ in no situafcioh of 
fijfe, is either ashaiifted xir a&aid of disdiarging 
his duty^ a];Hi acting his ptoper pkrt with Sirm^ 
ness and constancy ; true tx) the God whmn 
he woris^ips^ and true to^e fkith in whibh lie 
professes to believe ; full bf affection to hi» 
brethren of mankind ; faiitbfUi to his friends, 
generous to his enemies^ warm with compas- 
sion to the .unfortunate I self-denying to little 
private interests and pleasures^ but jse&lous for 
public interests and happiness ; magnanimous: 
without being proud, humble without being 
mean ; just, without being harsh ; simple in 
his manners, but manly in his feelings; on 
whose word you can entirely rely ; whose 
countenance never deceives you ; whose pro- 
fessions of kindness are the effusions of his 
heart; one, in fine, whom, independent of any 
views of advantage, you would choose for a su- 
perior, could trust in as a friend, and could love 
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as a brother :— ~This is tlie man, whom, in 
your heart, above all ptherSf jon do, yoa musfe 
bonoiir^ 

Such a character, imperfectly as it has now 
been drawn, all must adinowledgetobeform-r 
ed solely by the influence of steady religi<»i 
and virtue. It is the dBTect of principles^ 
which, operating on conscience^ determine it 
uniformly to pursue whatwever thingi arettue^ 
whatsoever tMngk are honeri^ whatioeoer things 
are Just^ whatsoever things are pure^ whatsoever 
things are lovely^ whaisoever things are of good 
report J if there be any virtue^ and if there be 
any praise."^ By those means, umifom, as the 
text asserts, faringeth us to hbnour^r 

In confirmation of this doctrine, it is to biei 
observed, that the honour which man aequires 
by reiigioi} and virtue, is mere independent 
and more complete, than what csoi be acquir-^ 
ed by any other means. It is independent of 
any thing foreign or external It is not partial, 
but entire respect which it procures. Wher<^ 
ever fortune is concerned, it is the station or 
rank which commands our deference. Where 
some shining quality attracts admiration, i( 

^ Vh\\\pf iy. S» 
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is only to a part of the character that we pay 
homage, ^t vfh&k a person is distinguished 
fi>r eminent worth and goodness, it is the man^ 
the whole man, whom we respect. The ho- 
nour which he possesses is intrinsic Place 
him in any situation of life, even an obscure 
one; let room only be given for his virtues to 
come forth and shew themselves, and you will 
revere him as a private citizen ; or as the father 
of a family. If in higher life he appear more 
illustrious, this is not owing merely to the re- 
spect created by rank : It is, because there a 
nobler sphere of action is opened to him ; be- 
cause his virtues aie brought forth into more 
extended exertion ; and placed in such con- 
spicuous view, that he appears to grace and 
adorn the station which he fills. Even in the 
silence of retirement, or in the retreat of old 
age, such a man sinks not into forgotten ob«» 
scurity ; his remembered virtues continue to 
be honoured, when their active exertions are 
over ; and to the last stage of life he i^ follow- 
ed by putiic estec^m and respect. Wh^reas^ 
if genuine worth be wanting, the applause 
which may have attended a man for a while, 
by degrees dies away. Thou^ for a part of 
his life, he had dazzled the world, this was 
owing to his deficiency in the essential quali- 
lies having not been suspected* As sopn at 
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the imposture is , discoveredt the falling star 
finkd in darkne6s.-~*TheFe is^ tJier^fore^ a stan^ 
4ard of iodependeftti intrinsic worljbi to whtcll 
V9& must bring in the end whatev^ claims to 
be honourable artnong men* By this iVe muat 
measure it ; and it will always \^ found# that 
nothing butwhiit iseteential to man has power 
to command the respeet of mah's b^artt 

It is to be falrther obs^rred^ that the nhu 
versa! consent of mankind in hdAouring rdal 
virtue^ is sufficient to shew whbt the genuine 
aense of human nature is on this su^gect AH 
other claims of honour are ambulatory and 
changeable. The degrees of respect ^aid to 
external stations vary with forms of gorern^ 
menti and fashions of the times. Qualities 
\^hich in one country are highly hoi^oured^ in 
another are lightly este^ned. Nay^ what in 
some regions of the earth distinguishes a man 
above others^ might elsewhere expose him to 
contempt or ridicule. But where was ever the 
natk>n oh the &ce of the globe who did not 
honour unblemished worth, unaffected piety, 
steadfast, humane, and regular virtue? To 
whom were altars erected in the Heathen 
world, but to those whom their merits and he- 
roic labours, by their invention of useful arts, 
or by some signal acts of beneficence to their 
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epuntry, or to in^tikin^} were found worthy, 
in ifieiT opl^k^n, to be transferred firom among 
©^p, .and ^ed to the number of th^ gods?^— 
j^yeji the counterfeited appearapqes of virtuei* 
which are so often foun4 in the wo4d^ are 
te6ti^)0lli^s to its praise. The hypocrite knows 
that, without Miming the g^rb of virtue, 
fcy^ry other fidvantage he can possess, is in* 
sufficient to procure him esteem. loterf^ 
rence of intereat, or perversity of disposition, 
may occasionally lead individual^ to oppose, 
Bv^n to hatAi the upright and the good. But 
however the character^ of such persons may 
be mistaken or misrepresented, yet, as far as 
they 9te acknowledged to be virtuous, the pro**- 
fiigate dare not tradui^e them, (genuine vir* 
tu€! has a language that speaks to every hea^' 
throughout the world- It is a language which 
is understood by all. In every region, every 
clim^9 the hom^g^ pwd to it is the same* In 
no one sentiment were evef mankind morc^ 
generally agreed. 

FinaUy, the honour acquired by religion 
and virtue i^ honour divine and immortal* 
It U honour, not in the estimation of men 
only, but in the sight of God j whose judg- 
ment is the standard of truth and right ; whose 
approbation confers a crccpn of glory thatfadeth 
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not away. All the honour we can gain among 
men is limited and confined^ Its circle is riar^ 
TOW ; its duration is shdrt and transitory. Birl 
the honour, which is founded bn true good- 
ness, accompanies us through the whftle JJl-o-^ 
gress of our existlence. It enters with man 
into a future state ; and continues to bright^ 
en throughout eternal ages. What procured 
him respect on eatth, shall render him esti- 
mable amon^ the great assembly of angels and 
spirits of just men made perfect; where, we are 
assured, they who have been eminent in righte- 
ousness shall shine as the brightness qfthefirma^ 
mentj and as the stars for ever and crer.*— 
Earthly honours are both short-lived in their 
continuance, and, while they last, tarnished 
with spots and stains. On some quarter or 
other, their brightness is obscured ; their ex- 
altation is humbled. But the honour which 
proceeds from God, and virtue, is unmixed 
and pure. It is a lustre which is derived from 
heaven j and is likened, in Scripture, to the 
light of the morning when the sufi risethj even 
a morning without clouds ; to the light which 
shineth more and more unto the perfect day.^ 
Whereas the honours which the world confers, 
resemble the feeble and twinkling flame of a 

* P«niel| xii. 3. f 2 Sam* xxii. 4*; Prov. iv. 18. . 
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taper ; which is often dinged by the amdke 
it sends forth ; is always wasting^ and > soon 
dies totally away* 

Let him, therefore, who retains any sense 
of human dignity ; who feels within him that 
desire of honour which is congenial to man^ 
aspire to the gratification of this passion by 
methods which; are worthy of his nature. . Let 
him not rest on any of those external distinc- 
tions which vahity has contrived to introduce; 
These can procure him no more thmi the 
semblance of respect Let him not be flatter- 
ed by the applause which some occasioiial disr- 
play of abilitieis may have gained hinu ^That 
applause may be mingled with coatempL 
Let him look to what will dignify his charac*^ 
ter as a man* Let him cultivate those moral 
qualities which all men in their hearts respect. 
Wisdom shall then give to his head an oma-^ 
ment ofgrace^ a crown of glory shall she deliver 
to him. This is an honour to which all may 
aspire. It is a prize, for which every oner 
whether of high or low rank, may contend. 
It is always in his power so to distinguish him- 
<(elf by worth and virtuous conduct, as to com^ 
mand the respect of those around him ; and, 
what is highest of all^ to obtain praise and 
honour fioni God 
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Lcd^nooiie iffinj^e, thftfc in the religious 
part of thi9 character, there is ^ny thing which 
casts over it a gloomy shade, or derogates from 
that esteem which men are generally disposed 
to yield to exemplary virtues. False ideas 
may be entertained of religion } as false and 
imperfect conceptions of virtue have often 
prevailed in the world. But to true religion 
there belongs no suUen gloom ; no melancholy 
austerity, tending to withdraw men from hu^ 
tnaii society^ or to diminish the exertions of 
active virtue. On the contrary^ the religious 
principle, rightly understood^ not only unites 
with all such virtues, l>ut supports, fortifies, 
and confirms them. It is so far from obscurr 
ing the lustjre of a character, that it heightens 
and ennobles it. It adds to all the moral 
virtues a venerable and authoritative dignity. 
It renders the virtuous character more august. 
To the decorations of b, palace it joins the 
m^esty of a temple. 

He who divides religion from virtue, under- 
idxmds neither the one nor the other. It is the 
union of the two, which consummates the hu- 
man character and state. It is their union 
which has distingui^ed those great and illus.- 
trious^ men, who have ^hone widi so much ho^ 
nonr in former ages ; and whose memory livea 
in the remembrance of succeeding generaticms^ 
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It is their union which forms that wisdom which 
is from above ; that wisdom to which the text 
ascribes such high effects ; and to which be- 
longs the sublime encomium given of it by an 
author of one of the apocryphal books of Scrip- 
ture, with whose beautiful and emphatical ex- 
pressions I conclude this discourse : The me^ 
mortal of virtue is immortal. It is known with 
Godj and with me^i. When it is present, men take 
example at it ; and when it is gone^ they desire it : 
It wearelh a crown, and triumpheth for ever; 
having gotten the victory^ striving for undef led 
rewards. Wisdom is the breath of the power of 
God, and a pure influence flowing from the glory 
of the Almighty. Therefore can no defiled 
thing fall into her. She is the brightness of the 
everlasting light; the unspotted miiror of the 
power of God ; and the image of his goodness. 
Remaining in herself {she maketh aU things new ; 
-and in alleges entering into holy sotds^ she maketh 
them friends of God and Prophets : For God 
broeih none but him that dweUeth with Wisdom. 
She is more beautiful than the sun ; and above 
cU the order of the stars. Being compared with 
light, she is found before itJ^ 

• Wisdom of Solomon, \v. 2, S .--vii. 25, 26, 27, 28, 29.. 
VOL. in. B 
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Romans, xiL 15. 

Rejoice Ti^ith Ihem that do rejoice^ and weep 
uiih than that weep. 

The amiable spirit of our holy religion ap- 
pears in nothing more than in the care it hath 
taken to enforce on men the social duties of 
life. This is one of the clearest characterise 
tics of its being a religion whose origin is di^ 
vine: For every doctrine whidi proceeds 
from the Father of mercies will undoubtedly 
breathe benevolence and humanity. This is 
the scope of the two exhortations in the textr 
to rejoice with them that rejoice^ and to weep with 
them that weep ; the one calculated to promote 
the happiness, the other to alleviate the sor- 
rows of our fellow creatures ; both concurring 
to form that temper which interests us in the 
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concerns of our brethren ; which disposes us to 
feel along with them, to take part in their joys, 
and in their sorrows. This temper is known 
by the name of Sensibility ; a word which, ia 
modern times, we hear in the mouth of every 
one ; a quality which every one affects to pos- 
sesi33 in itself a most amiable and worthy dis« 
position of mindi but often mistaken and a* 
bused ; employed as a cover, sometimes to 4 
capricious humour, sometimes to selfish pas-« 
sions* I shall endeavour to explain the na- 
ture of true sensibility. I shall consider its 
effects ; and, after shewing its advantages, shall 
point out the abuses SLud mistaken forms of 
this Virtue. 

Ilhe original constitution of our nature, with* 
respect to the mi:i$:ture of selfish and social a£« 
&Qtions, discovers in this, as in every othec 
pftrt of our frcime, profound and admirable 
wisdon). Eftch individual is, by his Creato«# 
CCMoaoiitted particularly to himself, and his owa 
care. He hap it more in hia power to promote 
his own weUare than any other person caqi^. 
pgissibly have tp prpmote it. It wfts thea-efpr^ 
fit, it was necessary, that in each individual 
self-love should be the strongest and most ficrf 
tive instinct. This sejf-jove, if he had been 
^ beipg who stood solitury and alone, migliO 
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have proved sufficient for the jiurpose both of 
his preservation and his welfare. But such is 
not the situation of man. He is mixed among 
tnultitudes, of the same nature. In these mul- 
titudes the self4ove of one man, or attention 
to his particular interest, encountering the self- 
love and the interest* of another, could not 
but produce frequent opposition, and innu- 
merable mischiefs. It was necessary, there-^ 
fore, to provide a counterbalance to this part 
of his nature; which is accordingly done, by 
implanting in him those social and benevolent 
instincts which lead him, in some measure, out 
of himself, to follow the interest of others. 
The strength of these social instincts is, in ge- 
neral, proportioned to their importance in hu- 
man life. Hence that degree of sensibility 
which prompts us to weep with them that weep, 
is stronger than that which prompts us to re^ 
Joice with them that rejoice; for this reason, that 
the unhappy stand Uiore in need of our fellow-^ 
feeling and assistance than the prosperous. 
Still, however^ it was requisite, that in each* 
Mdividual the quantity of self-love should re-- 
main in a large proportion, on account of its 
importance to !he preservation of his life and 
Weil being. But as the quantity requisite for 
this purpose is apt both to engross his atten- 
tion, and to earry him into criminal excesses!^ 
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the perfection of his nature is measured by the 
due counterpoise of those social principles 
which, tempering the force of the selfish af- 
fections, render man equally useful to him- 
selfy and to those with whom ho is joined in 
society. Hence the use and the vahie of th^t 
sensibility of which we now treat. 

That it constitutes au essential part of a re^ 
ligious character, there can be no doubt. Not 
only are the words of the text express to this 
purpose, but the whole New Testampnt a- 
bounds with passages which enjoip the culti- 
vation of this disposition. Being all one body^ 
. and members one of another ^ we are command- 
ed to love our neighbour as ourself; to look evefy 
many not on his own things only^ but on those of 
others also ; to be pitiful^ to be courteous^ to be 
tender-hearted ; to bear one another s burdens^ 
and so to fu(fil the law of Christ^^ The dis- 
positions opposite to sensibility are cruelty, 
hardness of heart, contracted attachment to 
worldly interests ; which every one will admit 
to be directly opposite to the Christian cha- 
racter. According to the different degrees of 
constitutional warmth in men's affections, sen- 

* Luke X. 27 ; Philip, ii. 4? ; 1 Peter iii. 8 ; Ephes. iv, 
23 ; Galat. vi. 2, 
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sibility may, even among the virtuous, prevail 
in different proportions. For all derive noit 
from nature the same happy delicacy, and ten- 
derness of feeling. With some, the heart 
melts, and relents, in kind emotion, much 
more easily than with others. But with every 
one who aspires at the character of a good 
man, it is necessary that the humane and com* 
passionate dispositions should befound. There 
must be that within him which shall form him 
to feel in some degree with the heart of a 
brother ; and when he beholds others enjoying 
happiness, or sees them sunk in sorrow, shall 
bring his affections to accord, and, if we may 
speak so, to sound a note unison to theirs. 
This is to rq^oice with them that rejoice^ and to 
weep with them that weep. How much this 
temper belongs to the perfection of our na- 
ture, we learn from one who exhibited that 
perfection in its highest degree. When our 
Lord Jesus, on a certain occasion, came to the 
grave of a beloved friend, and saw his rela- 
tions mourning around it, he presently caught 
the impression of their sorrow; he groaned in 
spirit^ and was troubled. He knew that he was 
about to remove thecause of their distress, by 
recalling Lazarus to life ; yet, in the moment 
of grief, his heart sympathised with theirs j 
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and, together with the weeping friends, Jcm$ 

Let us next proceed to consider the effect 
of this virtuous sensibility on our character 
and our state. I shall consider it in two views; 
its influence on our nooral conducti and its in-^. 
iluence on our happiness. 

First, It powerfully influences the proper 
discharge of all the relative and social duties 
of life. Without some discharge of those du- 
ties, there could be no comfort or security in 
human society. Men would become hordes 
of savages, perpetually harassing one another. 
In one way or other, therefore, the great du- 
ties of social life must be performed. There 
must be among mankind some reciprocal co- 
operation and aid. In this, all consent. But 
let us observe, that these duties may be per- 
formed from different principles, and in dif- 
ferent ways. Sometimes they are performed 
merely from decency, i|,nd regard to charac- 
ter ; sometime^ from fear, and even from sel- 
fishness, which obliges men to shew kindness, 
in order daat they may receive returns of it 
In such c^ses, the exterior of fair behaviour 



* John xi. ^S% 
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may be preserved. But all will admit, thai 
when from constraint only, the offices of seem^. 
ing kindness are performed, little dependence 
can he placed on them, and little value allow- 
ed to them. 5 

By others, these offices are discharged soler 
ly from a principle of duty. They are men 
of cold affections, and perhaps of an interest- 
ed character. But, overawed by a sense of 
religion, and convinced that they are bound 
to be beneficent, they fulfil the course of rela-, 
live duties with regular tenor.. Such men act 
from conscience and principle. So far they 
do well, and are worthy of praise. They as- 
sist their friends* they give to the poor ; they; 
do justice to all. But what a different com- 
plexion is given to the same actions— Iww 
much higher flavour do they acquire, when 
they flow from the sensibility of a feeling 
heart ? If one be not moved by affection^ 
even supposing him influenced by principle^ 
he will go no further than strict principle ap- 
pears to require. He will advance slowly and 
reluctantly. As it is justice, not generoijity, 
which impels him, he will often feel as a task 
what he is required by conscience to perform. 
Whereas to him, who is prompted by virtu- 
ous sensibility, every office of beneficence and 
humanity is a pleasure. He gives, assists, and 



Digitized by 



Google 



^^^^^' ^3 ON SENSIBILUT. 25 

relieves, not merely because he is bounjl to 
do so, but because it would be painful for him 
to refrain. Hence the smallest benefit he 
confers rises in its value, on account of its 
f^arrying the affection of the giver impressed 
upon tJ)e giflk. It speaks his heart, and the 
discovery of the be^rt is very frequently of 
greater consequence than all that liberality can 
bestow.^ How often will the affectionate smile 
of approbation gladden the humble, and raise 
the dejected? How often will the look of 
tender sympathy, or the tear that involuntari- 
ly falls, impart consolation to the unhappy ? 
By means of this correspondence of hearts, 
all the great duties which we owe to one an-r 
othe]? are both perforpied to more advantage, 
and endeared in the performance. From true 
sensibility, flow a thousand good offices, ap-^ 
parently small in themselves, but of high im- 
portance to the felicity of others; offices which 
altogether escape the observation of the cold 
and unfeeling, who, by the hardness of their 
manner, render themselves unamiable, even 
when they mean to do good. How happy, 
then, would it be for mankind, if this affec- 
tionate disposition prevailed more generally in 
the world I How much would the sum of pub- 
lic virtue, an$l public felicity be increased, if 
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men were always inclined to rejoice with them 
that rejoice^ and to weep with them that weep. 

But, besides the effect of such a temper on 
general virtue and happiness, let us consider 
its effect on the happiness of him who pos- 
sesses it^ and the various pleasures to which it 
gives him accesa If he l3e master of riches 
or influence, it affords him the means of in^ 
creasing his own enjoyment, by relieving the 
wants, or increasing the comforts of others. 
If he command not these advantages, yet all 
the comforts which he sees in the possession 
of the deserving, become in some sort his, by 
rejoicing in the good which they enjoy. Even 
the face of nature yields a satisfaction to him, 
which the insensible can never know. The 
profusion of goodness which he beholds pour- 
ed forth on the universe, dilates his heart with 
the thought that innumerable multitudes a- 
round him are blest and happy. When he 
sees the labours of men appearing to prosper, 
and views a country flourishing in wealth and 
industry ; when he beholds the spring coming 
forth in its beauty, and reviving the decayed 
face of nature ; or in autumn beholds the fields 
loaded with plenty, and the year crowned with 
all its fruits, he lifts his affections witl& grativ 
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tude to thd great Father of all, and rejoices 
in the general felicity and joy. 

It may indeed be objected, that the same 
Sensibility lays open the heart to be pier ed 
with naany wounds from the distresses which, 
abound in the world ; exposes us to frequent 
suffering from the participation which it com^ 
rnunicates, of the sorrows, as well as of the 
Joys of friendship. But let it be consideredj 
that the tender melancholy of sympathy is ac- 
companied with a sensation, which they who 
feel it would not exchange for the gratifica- 
tions of the selfish. When the heart is strong- 
ly moved by any of the kind affections, eveix 
when it pours itself forth in virtuous sorrow, 
a secret attractive charm mingles with the 
painful emotion; there is a joy in the midst 
of grief. Let it be farther considered, that 
the griefs which sensibility introduces are 
counterbalanced by pleasures which flow from 
the samp source. Sensibility heightens in ge- 
neral the human powers, and is connected 
with acuteness in all our feelings. If it makes 
us more alive to some painful sensations, in 
xeturn, it renders the pleasing ones more 
vivid and animated. The selfish man lan- 
guishes in his narrow circle of pleasures. 
They are confined to what affects his own in- 
terest; H;e is obliged to repeat the samegra- 
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tifications till they become insipid. But the 
man of virtuous sensibility moves in a wider 
sphere of felicity. His powers are much more 
frequently called forth into occupations of 
pleasing activity. Numberless occasions open 
to him, of indulging his favourite taste, by 
conveying satisfaction to others. Often it is 
in his power, in one way or other, to soothe 
the afflicted heart, to carry same consolation 
into the house of woe. In the scenes of ordi- 
nary life, in the domestic and social inter- 
courses of men, the cordiality of his affections 
cheers and gladdens him. . Every appearance, 
every description of innocent happiness, is en- 
joyed by him. Every native expression of 
kindness and affection among others is felt by 
him, even though he be not the object of it 
Among a circle of friends, enjoying one an- 
other, he is as happy as the happiest. In a 
word, he lives in a different sort of world from 
what the selfish man inhabits. He possesses 
a new sense, which enables him to behold ob- 
jects which the selfish cannot see. At the 
same time his enjoyments are not of that 
kind which remain merely on the surface of 
the mind. They penetrate the heart. They 
enlarge and elevate, they refine and ennoble it. 
Tof all the pleasing emotions of affection, they 
add the dignified consciousness of virtue » -^ >j 
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<!hildren of Men ! Men formed by nature t6 
iive and feel as brethren ! How long will 
you continue to estrange yourselves from one 
another by competitions and jealousies, when 
in cordial union he might be so much more 
blest ? How long will ye seek your happi- 
ness io selfish gratifications alone, neglecting 
those purer and better sources of joy, which 
£ow from the afiections and the heart ? 

Having now explained the nature, and 
shewn the value and high advantages of true 
sensibility, I proceed to point out some of the 

mistaken forms, and abuses of this virtue. ^ 

In modern times, the chief improvement of 
which we have to boast is a sense of humani- 
ty. This, notwithstanding the selfishness tha* 
-still prevails, is the favourite and distinguish^- 
ing virtue of the age. On general manners, 
and on several departments of society, it has 
had considerable influence* It has abated the 
spirit of persecution ; it has even tempered 
the horrors of war ; and ttian is now morfe a- 
ishamed, than he was in some former ages, of 
acting as a savage to man. Hence, sensibili* 
iy is become so reputable a quality, that the 
appearance of it is frequently assumed when 
ihe reality is wanting. Softness of manners 
must not be mistaken for true sen&ibility. 
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Sensibility indeed tends to produce gentle- 
ness of behaviour ; and when such behaviour 
flows from native affection, it is valuable ahd 
amiable. But the exterior manner alone may 
be learned in the school of the world ; and 
often, too often, is found to cover much un- 
feeling hardness of heart. Professions pf seur 
sibility on every trifling occasion, joined with 
the appearance of excessive softness, and a^ 
profusion of sentimental language, afford al- 
ways rnnch ground for distrusts They create 
the suspicion of a studied character. Fre- 
quently, under ^. negligent and seemingly 
rough manner, there lies 9, tender and feeling 
heart* Manliness and saisibility are so far 
from being incompatible, th#t the truly brave 
are for the most part generous and humane 5 
while the soft ^nd effeoiiii^te.are h»:dly^capar< 
ble of any vigorous exertion of affection^ 

As sensibility supposes delicacy of £eeling 
with respect to others, they who affect the 
highest sensibility are apt to carry this deli- 
cacy to excess. They are, perhaps, not inca- 
pable of the warmth of disinterested friend- 
4ship ; but they are become so refined in all 
their sensations ; they entertain such high no- 
tions of what ought to correspond in the feeL 
Higs of others to their own; they are cw 
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mightily hurt by every thing which comes nojtr 
up to their ideal standard of reciprocal affec-^ 
tion, as to produce disquiet and uneasiness to 
all with whom they are connected. Hence^ 
unjust suspicions of their friends ; hence, 
groundless -upbraidings and complaints of un^ 
kindness j hence, a proneness to take violent 
offence at trifles. In oonjsequence of examin« 
ing their friends with a microscopic-eye, what 
to an ordinary observer would not be unplea- 
sing, to them is grating and disgusting. At^ 
the bottom of the character of such persons 
there always lie much pride and attention to 
themselves. This is indeed a false species of 
sensibility. It is the substitution of a capri- 
cious and irritable delicacy, in the room of 
. that plain and native tenderness of heart, 
* which prompts men to view others with an in- 
dulgent eye, and to make great allowances for 
the imperfections which are sometimes adhe- 
rent to the most amiable qualities. 

There are others who affect not sensibility 
to this extreme, but who found high claims to 
themselves upon the degree of interest whidbi 
they take in the concerns of others. Althougli 
their sensibility can produce no benefit to the 
person who is its object, they always cpnceivo 
that it entitles themselves to some profitably 
returns. These, often, are persons of rdOined 
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and artful character ; who partly deceive them- 
selves, and partly employ their sensibility as a 
cover to interest He who acts from genuine 
affection, when he is feeling along with others 
in their joys and sorrows, thinks not of any 
recompence to which this gives him a title. 
He follows the impulse of his heart. He 
obeys the dictates of his nature ; just as the 
vine by its nature produces fruit, and the foun- 
tain pours forth its streams. Wherever views 
of interest, and prospects of return mingle with 
the feelings of affection, sensibility acts an im- 
perfect part, and entitles us to small share of 
praise* 

But supposing it to be both Complete and 
pur^, I must ciution you against resting the 
whole merit of your character on sensibility 
aIone< It is indeed a happy constitution of 
mind. It fits men for the proper discharge of 
many duties, and gives them access to many 
virtuous pleasures. It is requisite for our ac- 
ceptance either with God or. man. At the 
6ame time, if it remain an instinctive feeling 
alone, it will form no more than an imperfect 
character. Complete virtue is of a more ex- 
alted and dignified nature. It supposes sen- 
sibility, good temper and benevolent affec- 
tions ; it includes them as essential parts ; but 
it reaches farther : It supposes them to be 
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strengthened and oohfirmed by principle ; it 
requires them to be supported by justice^ tem- 
perance, fortitude^ and all those oth^ virtues 
which enable us to act M^ith propriety in the 
trying situations of life. 

It is yery possible for ii m^n to possess 
the kind afibctions in* a high d^ree, while 
at the same time hie is carried away by pas- 
sion and pleasure iiito many criminal deeds. 
Almost every man values himself on pos- 
sessing virtue^ in one or other of its forms. 
He wishes to lay claim to some quality which 
will rendier him estimable in his own eye^ 
as well as in that of the public Hence it 
is commcm for many^. especially for those 
in the higher classes^ of life, to tiake '.much 
praise to themselves on account ^of their sen** 
sibility, though it be^ rii truths a sensibility 
of a very defective kind. They relent at the 
view of misery when it is ^^rongly set bbfwe 
them. Often,- tooi affected chiefly by the 
powers of description, it 49 a feigned and pic- 
tured distress^ more than at real misery, that 
they relent. The tears which they shed up- 
on these occasions they consider as undoubted 
proofs of virtue. They applaud themselves 
for the goodness of their hearts; and 9on«> 
dude that, with such feelings, they cannot 
fail to be agreeable to Heaven. At the same 

VOL. in. r 
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fime» t2i0se tteOkd&A rdteotbi^ infi%6 sligirt 
impres^icm on conduct Tkey give rise ta 
few^ if any, good deeds ; and aocm iifter. ^ydi: 
peraons^ bin^e wept bA some tn^icbl tale^ thej 
are ready to stretch &rtb the hand of op- 
pression^ to grasp at the gaxnof :iii|u«tice^ or 
to plunge into the torrent of iOiimihal/plea^ 
sures. This sort of s^>d3i)ility affords no itiore 
than a fallacious claim to virtues atid gives 
men no ground to think highly of themselves. 
Wiemiurt enquire not merely h<>w they feel^but 
how thebr feelings^ prowpt them tp ;actf in or- 
der to ascertain their real diai^ct«r^ * 

I shall condude^ wiihr observing^: that seci^ 
sibilky^* when genuine and pure^ has a strong 
connection with piety^^^ That jsmrmth of 
afi^ctioB and tenderness 0(f hearty which lead 
men to feel for theiir brethren^ and to en- 
ter' iiito their joys and aorrows, should niK 
tiiraUyc&tpose them. tor piek at thik remeiioK 
branjce of the * divine goodness ;. to ^ow 
with admiration of :ibe divine. M^eaty ; Xo 
seod up the voice of praise and adoraticfm 
to the Supreme Being,^ who nsak^ his crea»- 
turbs happy. He who pretends to great sen- 
sibility towards men, and yet has no fed- 
ing for the high ohjecta of reli^on, no heart 
to admire and adore the great Father of the 
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uiiiversey hasi reason to diBtrust the truth and 
delicacy of his sensibility. He has reason 
to suspect, that in some' corner of his heart 
there lodges a secret depravity, an unnatural 
hardness and callousness, which vitiates his 
character.— -—-Let us .study to join all the 
parts of virtue in a proper union ; to be con- 
sistently and uniformly good; just and upright, 
as well as pitiful and courteous ; pious, as well 
as sympathising,„JLet. us. pray to him who 
made the heart, that he would fill it with all 
proper dispositfOQ9 }{jRi)d r^fy all its errors ; 
and render it the happy abode of personal 
integrity and social tcind^iiessV of j^ikity^ be- 
nevolence, and detatldk,\ '' 
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ON.THE'lMPROVI^IlJrjJT OF TIME. 



.1 ':•;'' I 



'AndPhai^uoh smdoimto; JM0b^ Uvm 0ld' 
artJkiuP ' . ,, 

Time is of so great importance to mankind, 
that it cannot too often employ religious me- 
ditation. There is nothing in the management 
of which wisdom is more requisite^ or where 
mankind display their inconsistency more. 
In its particular parcels, they appear entirely 
careless of it ; and throw it away with thought^ 
less profusion^ But, when coUected into some 
of its great portions, and viewed as the mea^^ 
sure of their continuance in life, they become 
sensible of its value, and begin to regard i( 
with a serious eye. While day after day is 
wasted in a course of idleness or vicious plea^ 
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sures, if some incidefnts shall occur which 
lead9 the most iocoxisiderate man to think of 
hid age: or time pf life— Jiow much of it is 
gone ; at what period of it he is now arrived ; 
and; to what; proportion of it he can with any 
probability look forw$rdf&8 yet to com^; he can 
hardly s^void feeling some secret compunction^ 
andi:eflectiJQg sei;ioi|4y upQnhis st^e, Happy if 
that* virtuous impressipn were not of momen- 
tary continuance^ but retained its influence 
amidst the succeeding cares and pleasures of 
the world ! "^o th^ good old Fatriardi men- 
tioned in |he tfip^f yre have reason tq l^liev^ 
that such impressioi^f were habjtuaU The 
question put to him by the Egyptian i^on^^ 
produced^ in }ns aqswer^ such re^ee^^ions ay 
were n$U;urally suited to his t^me of life« And 
Jacob 4(^id ffnto Phq^aqhy the days of the yean 
of my pilgrimage ffre fm hmidred and thirty 
year^ ; fefp and evil have the days of the ypm^s 
of my Ufe been^ ^nd have not att(4npd yntq the 
days of the years of thfi lifenfmy fqtkers^ «» 
the days of their pilgrimage. But the pecu^ 
liar circumstances of the patriarch, or the 
number of his years^are not to be the subject 
of our preseQt consideration. My purpose is 
to shew bow we should be affected in evefy 
period of human life» by reflection upon our 
s^% whether yre be young or advaace<^ fa 
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years; In order that the queiition Haw old 
mi thouf mo^y never be pot to any bf iw withl 
out some good effect. Th^re are three dift 
ierent portions 6f our life which such fiiques^ 
tion natutaMy calls to viev; that part of it 
Swrhich is past; that Which js noW present; 
and that to which we ftfndly Jook forward, as 
future, Let us consider in what manner we 
buglit to be affected by attending to eaph of 
these. 

I. Let ijs review that part of our time 
which is past According to the progress 
which we have made in the journey of life, 
the fielcfe which past years present to our re* 
view will be more or less extensive. But to 
(fevery one they w^l be found to a0brd suffi- 
cient matter of humiliation and regret. For 
where is the person who, having acted for any 
time inthe woirld, remembers not iriany errors 
imd many follies in his past behaviour ? Who 
dares to say; that he has (mprdved^ as he might 
have done, the ywious advantages which were 
afforded hit& ; and that he recalls nothing for 
which he has reason eithei^ to grievfe or to 
blush ? When we recdilect the several staget^ 
of life, through which we hftve passed; the 
successive occupations- in which we have beeq 
^ga^ed| the deigns w^ hav^ formed, and thQ 
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hopes iaiid feara vfbidti altamtileLj have filled 
our breast j how barren for the most part is the/ 
remembrance { and how few traces of any thing 
valuable or important remain ! Like charac* 
ters drawn on the sand, which the next ware 
washes totally aws^ ; so one trivial suocessioit 
of events has efficed the memory of the pre^ 
ceding ; and though we have 8eemfi4 all along 
to be busy; yet for much of what we have act« 
ed, we are neither wiser nor better than if such 
actions had never been. Hence let the re* 
trospect of what is past produce, aa its first 
effect, humiliation in our own eyes, and abase- 
ment before God* Mudi do human pride and 
self*ooanplacency require some correetipn.; and 
that correction is never more effeciuaUy adim-» 
nistered, than by an impartial and serious re« 
view of former life. 

But though past time be gons, \ we are not 
to consid^ it as irredeemably lost To a v^ery 
profitable purpose it may yet be implied, if vw 
lay hold of it while it remains in remembrance, 
and oblige it to contribute to future improve- 
ment. If you have gained nothing more by 
the yiears that are past, you have at least gain<- 
ed experience ; and experience is the mother 
of wisdom. You have seen the weak parts of 
your charad;er; «id may have discovered the 
chief 4K>urces of your misconduct To thes^ 
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let your irfAentioii beidiredted ; 4m tfaeie, let the 
prop^ guards be set If. you have trifled long, 
resolve to trifle no more* If your passicms 
have o&em^ betrayed and d^aded you, study 
how they may .be kept^Jn &ture^ under better 
discipline. Learn, at the same time, never to 
trust presumptuously in your own wisdom. 
Himibly apply to the Author of your being, 
and beseedi his grace to guide you safely 
through those slippery and dangerous paths, 
in which experience has shewn that you are so 
i^eady to err,, and to falL 

In reviewiog past life, it. cannot but occur^ 
that many things now appear of inconsliler* 
able importance, which once occupied and at* 
tached us, in the highest degree. Where are 
those keen competitions, those mortifying dis- 
appointments, those violent enmities, those 
eager pursuits, which we once thought were 
to last for ever, and on which we considered 
our whole happiness or miisery a& suspended ? 
We look back upon them now, as upon a dream 
which has passed away. None of those mighty 
consequences have followed which we had pre» 
dieted. The airy fabric has vanished, and 
lefl; no trace behind it. We smile at our forw 
mer violence ; and wonder how such things 
could have ever appeared so significant and 
great. We may rest assured, that what hath 
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been abail again be« When time shall once 
have laid his leni^it hand on the passions and 
pursuits of the present moment, they too shall 
lose that imaginary value which heated fimcy 
now bestows upon them. Hence, let them a^ 
ready begin to subside to their proper level. 
Let wisdom infitse a tinctnire <^ moderation 
into the eagerness of contest, by anticipating 
that period of coolness, which the lapse of 
time will, of itself^ certainly foring^i-*— r-When 
we look back on years that are past, liow 
swiftly do they appear to have fleeted away ! 
How insensibly has one period of \i£e stolen 
upon us after another, like the successive in* 
cldents in a tale that is told! Before we were 
aware, childhood had grown up into youth ; 
youlh had passed into manhood ; and maa<^ 
hood, now, perhaps, begins to assume the grey 
hair, and to decline into old age. When we 
are carrying our views forwards, months and 
years to cooie seem to str^ch through a long 
and extensive space. But when the time shall 
arrive of our looking back, they shall appear 
contracted within narrow bounds. Time, 
when yet before us, seems to advance with 
slow and tardy steps ; no sooner is it past, than 
we discern its wings. 

It is a remarkable peeoliarity in the retro- 
spect of former life, that it is commonly at« 
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tended with some measure of heaviaess of 
heart Even to the most ^osperbus^ the rae< 
roory of jojs thataro past is a^ronipaiiied. with 
secret sorrow. In <he ckys of finrmer yeara^ 
msny objecta arise to Tiew, which make the 
moat mttfainking grave ; and raider the seri'* 
oils sad* The pleasumble scenes of youth, 
the objects on which our affection) had been 
early placed^ the companions and friends mth 
whom we had upent many happy days, evoi 
the places and the occupatioiis to which we 
have been long aecustomed, but to which we 
have now bidd^i farewell, can hardly er&p be 
recalled, without softening, nor sometimes 
without pierdng the heart Such sensations, 
f^ If h|ch few, if any, of tny hearers are wholly 
^angefSi I UQW^inqi^tion, asaffordiilgastroQg 
proof of that vanity of the faumaq state, whidi 
is/so often represented in the sacited writings ; 
'And vain indeed must that state be, wh«e 
shades of grief tinge the reecdlection of its 
'briglitest scenra. 3ui^ - at the same tiraa^ 
thouj^ it be yery pr(^r that such meditai- 
lions should sometuqea enter the mind, yetoti 
them I advise not the gentle «^nd tender heart 
to dwell too long. They are apt to produce a 
fruitless melancholy ; to deject, without bring- 
ing much imprdvanjent.; to thicken the gloom 
-irhi^ already hangs over human lifi^ with* 
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pflt furnishing proportionable assistance ti» 
Virtue*; ' 

' '' Let me- advise yon rather to recall to view 
audi p^rts of fornix conduct, i£ any such 
there tie, as afford in the remembrance a ra- 
tional satisfaction. And what pftrts of conduct 
are these ? Are they the pursuits of sensfial 
pleasure, the riots of jollity, or the displaya of 
ishew and vanity? No; I appeal to your 
hearts, tny friends, if what you recollect with 
most pleasure be pot the innocent, the virtue 
&U9, the honourable parts of your past life; 
when ypu were epaployed in cultivating your 
inmds, and improving them with u^eflil knoww 
•^dge; when, by regular application and per- 
gevering labour, you were laying the founda^- 
tion of future reputation and advancement ^ 
when you were occupied in discharging with 
^deiity the duties of your station, and acquir** 
ing the esteem ^^ ^^^ worthy and the good} 
when, in some trying situation, you were en*, 
ftbled to act your part with firmness aiid ho? 
nour; or had seized the happy opportunity 
pf assisting the deserving, of relieving the dis- 
tressed, and bringing down upon your heads 
the blessings of those that were ready to peri^.^^^ 
'^hese, these are the parts of former life whidi 
are recalled with most4»atisfaction ! On them 
alone, no heaviness of heart attends.' Yoi^ 
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enjoy them as a treasure which is now stored 
up, and put beyond all danger of being lost. 
These cheer the hours of sadness, lighten the 
burden<Qf 614 9g6, and^ through the mortify- 
ing reniembrance of much of the p^st, dart a 
rfly of light and joy,— From the review of 
tb^S9s.at|d the comparison of then^ with the 
deceitful pleasures of sin, let us learn hdw 
to form our estimate of happiness. Let us 
learn what is true, what is false in human 
pleasures ; and froni experience of Jthe past, 
judge of the quarter to which we must in Al- 
lure turn, if we would lay a foundation for 
permanent satisfaction^ After having thus 
reviewed the former ye^rs of our life, let uif 
con9ider, 

IL What attention is due to that period 
of age in which we are at present placed. 
Here lies the immediate and principal object 
of our concern : For, the recollection of the 
past is only so far of moment as it acts upon 
the present The past, to us now, is little; 
the future, as yet, is nothing* Between th^se 
two great gulfs of time subsists the present, 
as an isthmus or bridge, along which we are 
all passing. With hasty and inconsiderate 
i$teps let us not pass along it ; but remember 
.well, how much depends upon our holding fi 
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^^^aaaid: pvc^erly conducted cotnfse.' WhaU 
sde^er thine hand^Jlnde^ to df^\>d&it ntm mih 
€M tky might a for now {$ the accepted time r 
'Mw is the day of iaPvatioii. MAUy dir6i::tions 
ittight \te given if^ir thd wise i*n4 religious im* 
ptbveth^t 6f thcf, |ii;eseiit; a? few of';\Vhidi 
oftly I shall hint. ^ ' ^ • ^ 

■ :L6t tts' begiii. H^ith excluding thbse stiper- 
fluous avocations which Unprofit^ly cons^nn^ 
it Life is short ; much that is of real im- 
porCanc^ remains I to be done. If we suffer 
thi&|irtisei]it time to be wasted either in abso* 
Itlte iiileness «r in frivolous employments, 
it 'will hereafter 6all fbr vengeance against 
usJ Remic^ing, therefore^ what is mere-^ 
ly superfluous, let us bethink ourselves of 
ivhat Is most Inpiaterial to be attended to 
cHt present: : As, first and chief, the great 
work of our sl^lvation; the discharge of the 
religious duti^ which we owe to God our 
Creator^ * and to Christ our Redeemer. God 
waiteth aB yet to be graciom; whether he will 
wait longer, none of us can tell. Now, there- 
fore, 9e^ the Lord while he may be founds call 
upon him while he i> near. Our spiritual in«> 
terests will be best promoted by the regular 
performance of all the duties of ordinary life. 
Let these, therefore, occupy a great share of 
the present hour. Whatever pur age, our cha- 
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iraetet^ ou* pjrofeteioa^ or 9t^ti9& w ^.i^fsii^ 
requires us to, d0| in t]iiUt liet «c^h jc^Vp1[y^ 
day find us busy, Never dday till .tQ-^^ih 
row, what re^sfon .Aiid consci^nee tedl you: 
ongbt tb b« fiwfonatied tondayi^ fTo^i^qrmya 
is udt your's j and thou^ y<m slioulcl liv^i.to 
enjoy it, you must not overload i| T^ith 4 !><«•►. 
den; not its own. Si^cieni for (fie icty ^HU 
proi)e the duty thereof j.^jjl 

The observance, of order ajidsnethj^d is qf 
high consequence forth^ ioyproVeiuentof .^r^ 
seat timei He^ whp perfornu^ . n^^ty eo^c^yh 
Xnent in its due pUce and s^t^osi^ su^irs 110 
part of time to escape withpUjt profit; 'i.Hti 
multiplies his days ; for he livg[$ ipuch' in ljk>« 
tie space. Wbi^reas he who nej^Jects prd^f iii 
the arrangeineut of hiis occupatioop, is alwft|rjs 
losing the present in returning upon the paaifi^ 
and trying, in vaiui to recover it when goiy^^r^ 
Let me advise you» frequently to make tlie 
present employment of time an ol^eet of 
thought. Ask yourselves, about whM are 
you now busied '^ What is the ultimate scope 
of your present pursuits and cares ? Can ypu 
justify them to yourselves ? Arfc they likely 
to produce any thing that will survite the mo? 
ment, and bring forth some fruit for futurity? 
He, who can give no satisfactory .answer to 
such questions as these, has reason to suspect 
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ehi^ 1)0 empAaylfient of the ptos^ot is not 
t0oding Either to hi$ adi^aaitdge or h^s hoQour. 
li^p-^^Ftii^ly, lei; mp'.admoQk^ you th^^^FVle 
yon ^iidy to imprpye, you shonld. endo^vour 
al$o to eiyoyrtbe present bptir* Let ^ (lo^ be 
disturbed with groondlest discantentsy^ef poit- 
soiled wit^ foolthl^ mxaeties about w!^t i&*ta 
come i hv^ look up to. heavenr' ^ffid iiskoovfr- 
{€N%e wHb;a;grateful h^»u?t^ the :iictu^ bles^*^ 
sings ypft epj^g^:. If y^ou must jttliiiil;, tb*it 
ycta are ap^)^ )])> h^^ldb,^ peace, and sidUyr with-^ 
otit aity pwtituka* or. uucoimiioii eyikfo a^. 
fii^ your 09iriditi^ ; wh^t mo^e can y^u r^efi-^ 
soi^bly loo]b;;:ffor iu this^ vaiu and uAcqttSiilii^ 
world? Ho!^^itt}e<oait the greastest pro»pe«^' 
rity in^ to pueb a .&^a40! '. Will ajQr fi»ture. 
situation ^^w V^^ yO|i happy, if P<^w^ witlt> 
so few ci^iOses qf griefs you iinagine yourselves 
»^ miserablj^ I The 'evil lies ip the state of your 
ipioM^ i)ot iipt yo|it Cjdifditipu of fortune r ^pd 
by no s|iter«biQii.of ciircumstances is likely to; 
be remedied^ Let us ik^w^ ; . 

IIL CoQiSijcfer with wh^tt dispositions we 
oi^ht to look fo^rwatd: to i tliose years of our 
h£e that may yet b^ to comiei Merely to look; 
forwatd to them, i^ what requires no admoni* 
tion^ Futurity is the, great object on which, 
the imaginations of men are employed j for 
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the sake of which the past is i^Drgotten, and 
thie present too often neglected. All time is 
in a manner swallowed up by it On iRiturity 
men build their designs ; on futurity they #^s( 
their h<^es; and though not happy at the 
present^ they always reckon on becoming so at 
some subsequent period of their lives. This 
propensity to look forward was, for wise pur- 
poses, implanted :n the human breast It 
serves to give proper occupation to the active 
powers of the mind, and to quicken all its. 
exertions. But it is too often immoderately 
indulged and grossly abused The curiosity 
which sometimei» prompts persons to inquire 
by unlawful methods into what iis to come, is 
equally foolish and sinful. Let us restrain all 
desire of penetrating farther than is allowed 
us into that dark and ^unknown region. Fu- 
turity belongs to God ; and happy for us is 
that mysterious veil, with which his wisdom 
has covered it Were it in our power to lift 
up the veil, and to behold what it conceals, 
many and many a thorn we should plant in 
our breasts. The proper and rational conduct 
of men, with regard to futurity, is regulated 
by two considerations. First, that much of 
what it contains must remain to us absolutely 
unknown ; next, that there are also some 
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, EirsI, much of futurity is^ and must be, en^ 
lirely unknown to us. When we speculate 
abo^t the continuance of our life, and the 
event3 which are to fill it, we behold a rivei; 
whicti IB always flowing ; but which 90on 
escapes out of our sight, and is eovered with 
mists and darkness. Some of its windingt 
we may endeavour to tf ace ; but it is cMily ft>f 
a v^y ikhoi^t way that we are able to pursue 
them^ In endless conjectures we quickly 
find ourselves bewildered; and oft^^ the next 
event that happens, baffles all the reasonings 
we had formed concerning the succession of 
events. The coiisequence which fqllpws from 
this- is, that all the anxiety about; futurity, 
which passes the bounds of re&sonabl8 pre?- 
caution, is unprofitable ar^i Vain, Certain 
measures are indeed nece?tsary to^ be taken fiwr 
our safety* We are not to rush foi?ward iur 
considerate and headlong* We must make, 
as far as we are afcle, prbvision for futipre w^l^ 
fiire; and guard against dtoger.4 which ap- 
parently threaten. But; having done this, wp 
must stop ; and leave the rest to h|m who 
disposeth of futtirity at his wilL He who sit-- 
ieth in Ike heaveni laughs at the wisdom and 
the plans of worldly men» Wherefore bmst 

VOL. Ill, D 
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not thyself of to-morrow ; for thou knowest not 
what a day may bring forth. For the same 
reason, despair not of to-morrow ; for it may 
bring forth good as well as eviL Vex not 
yourselves with imaginary fears. The im- 
pending black cloud, to which you look up 
with so much dread, may piass by harmless j 
or though it should discharge the storm, yet 
before it breaks, you may be lodged in that 
lowly mansion which no storms ever touch. 

In the next place, there are in futurity 
some events which may be certainly foreseen 
by us, through all its darkness. First, it may 
be confidently predicted, that no situation in- 
to which it will bring us, shall ever answer 
fully to our hopes, or confer perfect happi- 
ness. This is certain as if we already saw it, 
that life, in its future periods, will continue 
to be what it has heretofore been ; that it will 
be a mijs:ed and varied state'; a chequered 
scene of pleasures and pains, of fugitive joys 
and transient griefs, succeeding in a round to 
one attother. Whether we look forward to 
the years of youth, or to those of manhood 
and advanced life, it is all the same. Th^ 
world will be to us what it has been to gene!»- 
rations pa«t. Set out, therefore, on What re^ 
mains of your journey, under this persuasion. 
According to this measure, estimate yowr 



Digitized by 



Google 



^mM. 3.3 ON THE IMPROVBMENT OF 7IMfi. SI 

pleasures ; and cslculate your future gains. 
Carry always along with you a moderate and 
temperate mind. Let ijot your expBctatiom 
from the years that are to come rise too high.; 
and your dbappointments will be fewer, and 
more easily supported. 

Farther; this may be reckpued upon as 
jcertain, that, in every future situation of life, 
a good conscience, a w^ll ordered mind, and 
a humble trust in the.&vour of IJeayen, wUl 
pr6ve.tbe!essential.if)gredieQts pf your h^pi- 
nessL- In reflecting, upon the past, you have 
found this to bold* A63ure ytmtselves that 
in futiite, , die case wUl be the same. The 
principal carjeptivets of human vanity aod dis- 
tress idust be' sought &t in re%i^ and vifr 
tue. Entering on paths whichto yqu are niew 
and unknown^ place yoursetvep ui^dec thecoa- 
dact of ;a; divine g^ide. FpUaw the gre# 
Shq^ercf^of Isra^p whp, »Bii<Jst the Mirnipil Kjf 
this" wjoiM, lea4» hi f Bpqk inf^ greets pmtmi?^ 
and by the stiU waters. As yqu advimce ia 
life, study to improve both in good princi- 
plesi and in ; good prac^ce. . You, will be en- 
abled td.look to futurity without feajr, i;^ wh*t- 
ieverit1iri«igs;iti^Ml &ad you regularly r^m- 
ployed &ad^gjufifyy hving tner^^ 4jm4 mfUlh 
itt^:hnr}Aly mth tb^.iiifrd}^ , , .> 

' d2 
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Lastly, Whatever oth^ things may be 
dubious in futurity, two great events are 
undoubtedly certain, death and judgment. 
These, we all know, are to terminate the 
whole course of time j and we know them to 
be not only certain, but to be approaching 
nearer to us, in consequence of every day £hat 
passes over our heads. To these, therefore^ 
let us look forward, not with the dread of 
ehildren, but with that manly seriousness 
which belongs to men and Christians. Let 
us not avert our view from them, as if we 
could place them at some greater distance by 
excluding them from our thoughts. This in-^ 
deed is the refuge of too many *. but it is the 
refugeof fools, who aggravate therehjrthe teis 
rors they must encounter; For he thfU cometh^ 
skaU comCf and n>ill not tarry. To his comings 
let us look with a steady eye ; and as life ad- 
vances through its progressive stages, prepare 
for its close, and for ^pe^i'i^g before Him 
^ho made! i»i; ^ 

■ Thus I have endeavoured to point out the 
refiectionii proper to be ttilul^, when the ques-^ 
tion is put to any of us, How old art thoti f I 
have s^hewn with what eye we should review 
the past years of bur lift j iu what light we 
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dhouid consider the present ; and with what 
dispositions look forward to the future : In 
order that such a question may always leave 
some serious impression behind it j and may 
dispose us so to number the years of our tife^ 
that we may apply our hearts unto wisdom. 
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SERMON IV. 



ON THE DUTIUS BELONGING TO MIDDJLE AG£. 



1 Corinthians, xiii. 11. 

When I became a many I put away 
childish things^ 

To every thing, says the wis^ man, thefe is a 
season ; and u time to every purpose under hee^ 
ven. ^ As thei'e are duties which belong to 
particular situations of fortune, so there are 
duties also which result from particular periods 
of human life. In ev6ry period of it, indeed^ 
that comprehensive rule takes place. Fear God 
and keep his commandments; for this is the f if hole 
du^ of mxm. f Piety to God, and charity 
to men, are incumbent upon persons of every 
age, as sooii as they can think and act, Yet 
these virtues^ ill different stages of life, assume 
different forms; and when they appear in 
* Eedes, iii. 1. f Eccles^ idi. IS. 
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that fi>mi which is most suited to our age, 
they appear with peculiar gracefulness ; they 
give propriety to conduct and add dignity to 
character. In former discourses, f have treat** 
ed of the virtues which adorn youth, and of 
the duties which especially belong to old age. * 
The circle of those duties whicli respect mid- 
dle age is indeed much larger. As that is 
the busy period in the life of man, it in- 
cludes in effect the whole compass of religion^ 
and therefore cannot have its peculiar char 
racter so definitely marked and as<^ertained« 
At the same time, during those years wherein 
one is sensible that he-haa advanced beyond 
the confines of youth, but has not yet passed 
into the regionof oldag^thereare several things 
which reflection on that portion of human life 
attests, or at least ot^t to suggest, to th^ 
mind. Inconsiderate must he be, who, in hig 
gradual progress throughoutmiddle age, pauses 
not| At times, to think )iqw far he is^ now reced- 
ing from youth ; how near he draws to the bor^ 
ders of declining age; whatpart it is now inciim- 
bent on him to act i whftt duties both God 
and the world hav6 a title to expect from hinu 
To these I am at present to call your atten- 
tion, as what materially concern the greatest 
part of those who are now my hearers* 

* See Vol. L Sermons 11 and 12^ 
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L I begin with observing^ that the first 
duty of those who are beecmie men ts, as the 
text expresses it, to put amiy childuh tkmg$. 
The season ' of youthful levities, follies, mid 
passions^ is now over. These have bad their 
reign; a reign perhaps too long; and to 
which a terminatioois certainly proper at last. 
Much indulgence is due to youth. Many 
things admit of excuse then, whidi afters- 
wards become unpardonable. Some things 
may even be graceful in youth, which, if 
not criminal, are at least ridiculous, in per* 
sons of maturer years. It is a great trial ^ 
wisdom, to make our retreat from youth wiib 
propriety ; to assun^ the character of man-» 
hocMi, without exposing ourselves to reproach, 
by an unseasonable remainder of juvenitity 
on the one hand, or by precise and <&» 
gusting formality on the other. Natuce has 
placed certain boundaries, by whidi sbe dis^ 
criminates the pleasures, actions, mA employ^ 
ments that are suited to the different^ stages 
of human life. It becomes us neither to 
overleap those boundaries by a transition too 
hasty and violent ; nor to hover too long on 
one side of the limit, when Nature calls us to 
pass over to the other. 

There are particularly two things in 
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whidb middle a^ «h(^ld preserve its dts** 
tiiicticHi and separation from youth ; these 
are, levities of behaviour^ and intemperate 
indulgence of pleasure. The ^ay spirits of 
the young often prompt an inconsiderate 
degree of levity, aometilnes amusing, somer 
times offensive; but foi! which, though be-* 
traying them occasionally into serious dan-> 
gera, their wmt of eKperienfce may plead ex^ 
cuse. A more. Qonkposed and manly be^ 
haviour is expected in riper years. The 
ifflbctatiott of youthful vanities degrades 
the dignity of manhood ; even renders its 
nMBiners less agreeable ; and by awkward 
attempts to please, produras contempt^-^^* 
Cheerfulness is becoming in every age« Bui 
tlie proper cheerfulness of a man is as differ 
rent from the leviejr of the boy, as the 
flight of the eagle is frc»n the fluttering of a 
i^arrow in the air. 

As all unseasonable returns ci the laevity 
of youth ought to be laid aaide,-^an admo** 
nition which equally belongs to both the 
6exes,*~still m<»re' are we to guard agaaxkst 
those intemperate indulgencies of pkasuris, 
to which the young are unhappily pone. 
From these we cannot too soon retreat. 
They open the path to rum, in ev^ry period 
of onr days. As long, however, as these 
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eis^sftes ate tioAfined to die first stage: a^ 
life, hope is lefl^ that when this (meif of the 
spirits shall abate, sobriety may gain the 
ascendant, and wiser counsels have pouf^M 
to influence conduct But after the^ season 
of youth is past, if its intemperate sptfil 
remain ; if, instead of. listening to the call^ 
of honour, and bending attention to the 
cares and the business of tnen, the same, 
courise of idleness and sensuality/ continae 
to be pursued, the case becomes more des« 
perate. A sad presumption arisi^, that 
long immaturity is to prevail ; and that the 
pleasures and passions of the youth are to 
sink and overwhelm the man. Difficulty 
I confess, it may prove to ov^eome the at^ 
tacbments which youthful habits bad for a loiag 
wlule been forming. Hard, at the fasginniag^ 
is the task, to impose on our conduct re* 
straints which are altogether unaccustomed 
and new. But this is a trial which every one 
must undiergo, in entering on new scenes of 
action, and new periods of life*. Let those 
who are in this situation bethink themselves 
.that all is now at stake. Their dbaraeter aiid 
honour, their future fortune and succesHS in 
the world, depend in a gi\eat measure on the 
steps they take, when firs* they appear on the 
stage of active life. The world then looks tm 
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them with an observing eye. It studies their 
behaviour, and interprets all their motions^ as 
presages of the line of futurie conduct whidh 
they mean to hold. N0W5 therefore, put dtvay 
childish things ; dismiss your former trifling a- 
musements^ and youthful pleasures ; blasrt not 
the hopes which your friends are willing to 
conceive of you* Higher occupations, more 
serious cares await you. Turn your mind t6 
the study and vigorous^ discharge of the part 
you are called to act. This leads me, 

ll. To pomt out the particular duties ^hich 
4^h to those who are in the middle period of 
life. They are now come forward to that field 
of action, where they are to mix in all tl^e stir 
and bustle of the world ; where all the hu- 
man powers are brought forth into full exer- 
cise ; where all that is conceived to be import^ 
tot in human affairs is incessantly going on a- 
ro«auid them« llie time of youth was the pre^ 
pairatidn for future action^ In old a^ our ac- 
tive part is supposed to be finished^ and rest 
is permitted. Middle age is the season when 
we are expected to display the fruits which 
educdition had prepared and ripened. la this 
world, all of. us were formed to be assistants 
to one another. Hie wants of society call for 
.ai^ery man's labour;^ and require variow^ de^ 
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partments to be filled up. They require thftt 
some be appomted to rule, and others to obe^r; 
some to defend the society from dangeiri ptjiori^ 
to maintain its internal order and peace ; some 
to provide the conveniences of life, others to 
promote the improvement of the Vfdnd ; maoj 
to work, others to contrive and dtrect. In 
short, widiin the sphere of society there is 
employment for every one ; and in the ooinMe 
of these employments, many a moral duty is 
to be performed ; many a religious grace to he 
exercised. No one is permitted to be a niere 
blank in the world. No rank, nor station^ no 
dignity of birth, nor ext^st of possessioasi 
exempt any man from contributing his shiure 
to piiblic utility and good This is the pi^ 
cept of (rod. This is the voice of nature. 
This is the just demand of the humaq rane 
upon one another. 

One of the first questions, therefore, which 
every man who is in the vigour of his age 
should put to hiftiself, is, ^ What am I doiiig 
** in this world ? What have 1 yet done, where- 
V by I may glorify God, and be useful to my 
^* fellows ? Do I properly fill up the place 
" which belongs to my rank aqid station? Will 
« any memorial remain of my having existed 
" on the earth? or are my days passing fruitless 
^ away, now when I migbt be of some imr 
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*^ portance in the system of human aifFairs ?" 
» ■ Let not any man imagine that he h of no 
importance^ and has, upon that account, a 
privilege to trifle with his days at pleasure* 
Talents have been given to all : to some ten ; 
to others, five ; to others, two. Occupy with 
these iiil I come^* is the command of the great 
Master to all* Where superior abilities are 
possessed, or distinguishedi advantages of for- 
tune are enjoyed, a wider range is afforded for 
usefiil exertion, and the world is entitled to 
expect it* But among those who fill up the 
inferior departments of society, though the 
sphere of usefulness he more contracted, no 
one is left entirely insignificant. Let us re- 
member, that in all stations and conditions, 
i^e important relations take place, of masters 
^nd servants, husbands and wives, parents and 
children, brothers and friends, citizens and 
mibjects. The diseharge of the duties arising 
from those various relations, forms a great 
portion of the work assigned to the middle 
age of man. Thoughl the part we have to act 
may be ccmfined within a humble line, yet if it 
be honourably sicted, it will be always found 
tb carry its own reward. 

In fine, industry,; in all its virtuous format 

t jLuke, xix. IS, 

Digitized by LjOOQIC 



M ON THE DUTIES BELONGING CtEHK* 4. 

ought to inspirit and invigorate manhobd; 
•Thi8.will add to it both satisfaction and dig- 
xiitj ; will make the current of our years, as 
they roll, flow along in a clear and equable 
stream, without, the putrid stagnation of slodi 
iind idleness. Idleness is the great corrupter 
of youth; and the bane and dishonour of 
middle age*. He who, in the prime of life^ 
finds time to hang heavy on his hands, may 
with much reason suspect, that he has not t^n^- 
suited the duties which the consideration of 
his age imposed upon him ; assuredly he has 
not consulted his own happiness. But, amidst 
all the bustle of the world^ let us not forget^ 

UL To guard with vigilance against the 
peculiar dangers which attend the period of 
middle life. It is much to be regretted, that 
in the present state of* things there is po period 
of man's age in which his viirtue is not expos^ 
ed to perils. Pleasure lays its snares for youth ; 
and after the season of youthful iftllies is past, 
other temptations^ no less formidable to virtue, 
presently arise. The love of pleasure is suc- 
ceeded by the passion for interest In this 
passion the whole mind is. too often absorbed ; 
and the change thereby induced on the cha- 
racter is of no amiable kind. Amidst the ex- 
cesses of youth virtuous affections often re- 



Digitized by 



Google 



rtEM*4^1 mMfimxxuAfift.. Sa 

Hwin. The attachments' of fiiendslitp, the 
lave of honour^ and the warmth of sensibility, 
gire a degree of lustre to. the charaeter, and 
cover rnanj a failiog. But mterest, when it is 
befiomethe xnliiig prineiple* both debaaes the 
noiiid and hamlens the heart* It deadens the 
&eling of erery thing that is suUime or refii>» 
ed. It contracts the affections within a narrow 
circle ; and ^Ltinguiahes all those sparks of 
get^evosity and tenderness which onde glowed 
in the breast 

^ In pioporeion as worldly pursuits multiply 
and competitions arise, ambition, jealousy, 
and envy, combine with interest to exeite b^ 
passions, and to increase the corruption of the 
heart. At firsts perhaps, it was a man's in«^ 
teuton to advance himself in the world by 
none but fair and laudable methods. He re^ 
tamed for some time an aversion to whatever 
appeared dishonourable. But here, he is en- 
countered by the yiplenc^ of an enemy. There, 
he is supplanted by the address of a rival. The 
pcide c^* a superior insults him. The ingrati- 
tude of a friend provokes him^^ Animosities 
ruffle Ibis temper. Suspicions poison his mind. 
He finds, or imagines that he finds, the artful 
and designing surrounding him on every hand 
He views corruption and iniquity prevailing ; 
the inodest neglected; the forward md the 
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crafty mul^ to cttetinetmi^ Too easily, from 
the example of others, he learns that -mystery 
of vice, called the .way tyf the woihi What he 
has learned hefaoKles neoesaairy tDpnetiaeibr 
his (mri defenbe ; and ctf couisiB assumes d»t 
supple and versatile ch^ractery ^iidiich he db4 
serves to be frequent, aadwhichioAen has ap^ 
peared to him success&L 

To these and many nnfse dangers of the 
same kind^ is the man exposed iei^ is itei^y 
engaged in active life. No small degree of 
firmness in religious principle, andofcQiistati^ 
in virtue, is requisite, in order to prevent faia 
being assimilated to the spirit of the worlds 
and carried away by the mulHtude of wil deen. 
Let him ther^ore call to mind those princi* 
pies which ought to ftsrtify him i^nst sudi 
temptations to vice. Let him often recollect, 
that, whatever his station in life may be, he' is 
a man ; he is a Christian. These are the chief 
characters which he has to support ; characters 
superior far, if they be supported with digni^, 
to any of the titks with which courts ^san de- 
corate hirti ; superior to all that* can be ac- 
quired in the strife of a busy world. Lethim 
think that though it may be desirable to ih- 
crease his opulence, or to advance his rank^ 
yet what he ought to hold much more sacred 
Is., to maintain his integrity ^nd hononr. If 
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4hm^ htshrfmlieSi ^aokh.te atedbn w^t have 
f€nv:«h«aii8^lid%i': Tkkif iviB;nDifbe.iable to 
^|M»dtaetiiM>laiig flbm daidkig tiila:<:mil]itrtpt 
-kv eii^ «)re )0if(Mi!ob8«mng miB^i: ;Jfiy€intifriUb 
-ovmni^^he firiti>at lasti(>pto baecfdahd trretJBh- 
-tA.i»*^he»«»t <4ii4f ( > dffittfsi o^ : tiue . Urotld en- 
^nfyyistk^nm hlvtiMSiaiHl dbottghisi. From 
^iitcMitBgtaiis a»r vth&di h« iaareatkes. in.ibe 
4Mffdi8t «f ik, let ^in» Aomedmes iieit«at into tb^ 
;Mdatity idudi^ >i!OiMeczkted to: devotion afad to 
'wtsdoui.', ^[3««re^|Conv6rang.sttlio|Ufii!3rwitb;lm 
lOfrQ aoul^ iabd looking up tot tke. father of 
apiriy^'.'ietliini ttudy to odaa tboae Hnquiat 
pttMiCHiir, and:, to cectify thotcr&iternal dbm^ 
sd«Mi^ Jirtitcli tdjlieieourfle wiiik>t^; wDdd bai^ 
excited and increased* In.^i^fS. i^ s^der 
<&iy«aMdioine of tiie unod' inoie elffiptuai, it 
««Qte((yglilj pepper, -fl :! 

' > lYv^.Tbttti lis weadvaaee la ifae.«oaii^ of 
<5aca»b, w^«ftea attend to tbe lique nyf itiflae 
•ioid li&^ and tp the! sevolutaoiu' \^ich:<fh«He 
««»e ekrer> ^bctinjgt In th» nie^tatsdn^ daer kif 
ili^ fir«t4«flebtii9ii»'«4icli should^ ofettr,&^ how 
-nmdi we ow«-tx> that God iiinbc{<iiiftU 'Mtfa^vtp 
•hi^pedi^^^udi^lio'tiatb brought* ito oa. so far in 
llfettliMb^i»«bedi«witliriM]^ ^idipp^ry paths 
-«#^y€»ttiihi tM«t now. ^abktev'iu to flouiish tin 
tli6 «trbllgell-6f^]nRtHM4^ I^fe J^cikK^ny 

VOL. III. * E 
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frkhdi^ to those «dio skauted ^laiig.villi font^ 
selvea in <}ie nee of lifei Tbmk boir- anwy 
of thmn;have fifUeh aromid yciu Qbseire hQW 
many blank spaces you <^n number ia the j»h 
talogue of those who wwecmde yoitt: cmn|i%i> 
nions« If, in the midst: of so : mucb devasta- 
tion^ you have been praaenred .and blessed;; 
consider asniM^ly what retunis you^owetodthe 
goodness of :HeavaSa Inquice :whett«r yfiwr 
conduct has Gonr^onded to these oUii^stiotoi; 
whether /in public, and inprivafe^ yMJL havie 
honoured, as became you, liid :6odijof your 
j&thers; and whether, amidst. iJta^uitlaiowii 
dccurrences lihat are yet before you^ yauihave 
ground to bc^e&r the QSAtiQiied prateotioii 
of the Aloughty. i; > 

. Bring to miml the various reyolutiiciiiB which 
you have beheld in human affaiils, sinefif lyon 
became ai^ors on this hmy theatre. Reflect 
on the changes which .have taken place on 
men and manners, in opinions md customs, 
in private fortunes^ .and in public eonduQl- 
By the observations yott have, made) on tbcMAi 
and the.expeiiiaice you have giainediJhavie you 
improved proportionally iti wisdom ?, Hs^ve 
the chants of the world, which yo^l)«ive wilr 
iiessed, loQseafied all unreasoni^te alils£^iii0Bit 
to it ? Have they taught you. thi? &mA lesh^ 
that, while the^fmhim ^(he mmMm w^ 
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pbml^ oMog^ orijr in God and iif virtue sta- 
bSky ^tto be found ? Of great use, amidaC 
the «hirl of dbe wbild^ ane iudi pooses as 
these in life ; anch reating«-|ilaee8 of thouglrt 
and. c^eobicm ; wlience he can isalml j* and de- 
liberately look badk onMhe past, and antici* 
pate the future. . 

Tc^ the future we are often casting an eager 
^e, aiid fondly storing it, hi our imagina- 
tion, with many a pleasing scene. But if we 
woiild look to it, like^wke men, leC it be un--' 
der the p«auasi6n that it is' nearly to resemble 
&e past, in bringiiig forward » raixl^e of aU 
ternate hopes and fears, of gri^s flfid joy. In 
order to be prepared for whiatever it may 
bring, let us cultivate that manly -^fortitud^ of 
mind, which, supported by a pious trust in 
God, will enable us to encounter properly the 
vicissitudes of our state. No quality is md^re 
necessary dian this^ to them who are passing 
throu^ that stormy season of life of which we 
sow treat Softness and effeminacy let them 
leave to tl^^ young and uneicperieneed, whd 
are. amusing themselves with florid prospectsi 
of Uiss. But to those who are now engaged 
in tihe middle of their course, who are sup- 
posed to be wdl acquainted with the worh!, 
and tx> know that they bave^ to struggle in it 
with various hardships ; *firmness^ vigour, and 
^resolution, are dispositions more suitable. 
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thi^ .^togi? p£i*&y let :as elso^ ; / i ^ 

V.^ Ijm^ : liQWidiitioii ftir mmliMib in old aga 
TJ)at k ^ fiwiod whiek < ali lexpect aiid hope 
tp^eeraitd t;€fri6«h4ch^ amkisl tbeitaite4Df <^ 
HKorldrOtteii lometifBMicMikfarmtt witfa<^ 

Qnt s^Usia^liot), .a»tD tfale penodicdr nrifreat aod 
rest : fiiitjt^M:tibtoi noi ^diecesre IhegoiMlTss; 
A joy^s nf^ drefur^ ^easdii itwil| prmn^ if 
l^iefF qs(ri¥e «l;k widaimd iiiiinprov^^ on om* 
lupfced fiH0^ F^ old iage, ^ for <eFtey .gtbei 
^ing, a o^tatQ: pt epdmtion ;is r^tioiske ^ and 
tlwt pc^^^At^mi ocoMmteitshi^ iDithraepar** 
iiculiirs ; «a: tbe m^uiskkm oA* kDomrleMli^. «f 
friends^ of vktSiie. TbeM k Mn adqujtuiiQD of 
«^th0r kind^ ;of wjbidbit is afabo^ih€t;iraed:^ 
^S8 for me .t9 giye:any.]»e0miKieikdatkMi, ^iImM; 
pf nc}iep. B^it ikkm^ .tiib^ by many^ K^slldst 
^ateaiA^d & <more material aoqiiisiUoh:tliBn all 
|he tbdToe. I ha^^e named, it may be. tonfidedtly 
{»rpii(Hio^^9^ajtii4tiioiittfieae otlim i^iit«* 
cites, all the wealth we caa day. up iaijsloff 
wiU pa^pve iiisiiffioiaat i|w maldngvO^^ 
j^s . PASS amoothlgr away. : ,. .i >' . ; 
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Firstv^ He who wishes Uo render his old age 
^mfortable^ should stud)/: betimes to enlarge 
and improve htsf mdnd; and by tbou^^tand 
inqidry, by .reading and reflecting^ toaoqnira 
a taste for useful knowledgew This wtU pro^ 
▼ide fiw him a great and noble entertaibinenti 
trhen other etttertainmen ts. leave > hi no. If hie 
bring into the solitary retneak- of 'Sge^ a Tacaoti 
uninformed mind, where no knowledge dawns, 
fidiere qo ideas rise, which has nothing to feed 
upon within itself^ nany a heavy and comfort* 
less day he must necessarily pass. Nexti 
When a man declines into the Tale of yearai 
he depends more on the aid of his friends^ 
than in any other period of his Hfe. Then is 
the time, when he would especially wish to 
find himrself surrounded by some who. love 
and respect him ; who will bear with his in^ 
firmia^ies, relieve him of his laboms^and c^eer 
him with their society. Let him, therelbre^ 
now in the summer of i)is days, while yet ac^ 
tive and floiirtshiug, b^ acts of seasoQable 
kindae^ and benefica»Ge| ensure that lova^ 
and by upright and honourable conduct, laj 
foundation fqr that respect, which in oH 
age he would wish to epjoy.-^n the laet plao^ 
Let him coi^sidar a good conscience^ peace 
with God, and the hope of heaven, as the most 
effectual oo»solatio|is he can possess, wh^ th« 
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evU days shall camcy whereSn, otherwise, he is. 
likely to find little pleasure. It is not mere^ 
ly by transient acts: of devotion that 8Qcbcx>n<* 
solations are to be provided The regular 
tenor of a virtuous and pious lifei sp^it in the 
&ithful discharge of all the duties of our sta# 
tion^ will prove the best preparation for old 
age^ for dejftth| and for immortality. 

Among the measures thus taken . for die 
latter scenes of life, let me admonish every 
one not to forget to put his worldly afikirs in 
order in due time. This is a duty which he 
owes to his character, to his family, or to 
those, whoever they be, that are to succeed 
him ; bi|t a duty too often unwisely dela3red, 
from a childish aversion to entertam any 
thoughts of quitting the world. Let him not 
trust much to what he will do in his old age. 
Sufficient for that day^ if l^e shall live to see it^ 
will be the burden thereof. It has been re» 
marked, that as men advance in years, they 
care less to think of death. Perhaps it occurs 
of):ener to the thoughts of the young than of 
the old. Feebleness of spirit renders melan* 
choly ideas more oppressive, and a^r having 
been so long accustomed and inured to the 
world, men bear worse with any thing which 
reminds them that they must soon part with 
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it However, as to part with it is the 4oom 
of all, let tts take measures betimes for going 
off the stage, when it shall be our turn to 
withdraw, with dee^icy and propriety ; leav- 
ing nothing unfulfilled which it is expedi- 
ent to have done before we die. To live 
long, ought not to be our favourite wish, 
so much as to live well. By continuing too 
long on eiurth, we might only live to wit- 
ness a great number of melancholy scenes, 
and to expQse ourselves to a wider com- 
pass of human woe. He who has served 
his generation faithfully in the world, has 
duly honoured Qod, and been beneficent 
and useful to mankind ; he who in his life 
has been rfMpected and beloved ; whose death 
is accompanied with the sincere regret of 
all who knew him, and whose memory is 
hoiloured I that man has sufi^ciently fulfilled 
his course, whether it was appointed by 
Providence to be long or shorts For Ao- 
nourable agf %$ not that which standeth in 
length of time^ nor that which is measured 
by number of years ; but wisdom is the grey 
hair to man; and an unspotted life is old 
pge.^ 



* Wisdom, iv, 8, 9. 
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itf qw go'cM to ^i« long home^ and th^ 
mourners go about ^he ^tr^ets., 

4^ms is a si^t which mcf^ssantly presents it-r 
|iel£ Our eyea are so much accj^stomed to i(^ 
that it hardly makes any impr^^oDv ThrQv^h-* 
Qut every season of the year, and duripg the 
course of almost every day, the fun^rs^ls which 
pass alpug the streets shew ^s v^an going to 
his long home. Were death a rare and un- 
common object ; were it only once \^ the 
course of a man's life, that he beheld one of 
his fellqw-creatures carried to the grave, 9 so- 
lemn awe would fill him ; he would stop s^ort 
in the midst of his pleasures ; he would evei^ 
be chilled with secret borrpr. Such imprea* 
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ii#tw«. qC pwr piesept atata When ^y bc^^ 
C9IB€| :se^ ^tiKXig ds to reader men vmSA for th^ 
QV^I^aFy l^ttiineMais of li&t they would in a great 
m09su]^ 4eC9«(t t^e iDtentioKi of oqt; being 
pl(^99d in |bv» ^Qrld. It is better ordered by 
t^ wifldom of Providence, that they should 
he. wealiPeitjBd by th^ frequency of their recur* 
reoce i w^d 90 t^aapered by the mixture of 
otbes? passiojQs, as to allow us to go on freely 
ID, acting oi^r purts on earth. 

YetifiuniLiar as death is now become, it is 
UQf^ubtedly fit, that by an event of so impor*. 
tant a nature, some impression should be made, 
upon our minds. It ought not to pass over, 
as QQie of those common incidents whidi are 
beheld without concern, and awaken no re-, 
flection. There are many things which the. 
funerak of Qur fellow-creatures are calculated 
to teach ; and happy it were for the gay and: 
dissipated, if they would listen more frequent* 
ly 1^ the instructions of so awful a monitor.. 
In the context^ the wise man has described^ 
under a variety of images, suited to the east* 
em style, the growing infirmities of old age, 
until they arrive at that period which con* 
eludes them all ; when, as he beautifully ex* 
presses it, the silver cord being loosened^ and 
fAe golden bowl broken^ the pitcher being broken, 
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{H the Jhurituin^ and $ke wked ai &e tMtem^ 
man gdeth to his kng homey andtke mmtrnen 
go about the streets. In diseoursing firoiii thesfe 
words, it is not my purpose to tteat, atpre* 
£^nt^ of the instructioos to be dr^wn firom the 
project of our own death* I 9m to confine 
myself to tlie death of othears ; to connder 
death as one of the most frequent and consk 
derable events that happen in the course of 
human affairs ; and to shew in what manner 
we ought to be affected, first, by the death of 
strangers, or indifferent persons; secondly^ 
by the death of friends ; and, thirdly, by the' 
death of enemies, 

I. By the death of indifferent persons, if 
any can be called indifferent to whom we are 
so nearly allied as brethren by nature, and 
brethren in mortality. When we observe 
the funerals that pass along the streets, or 
when we walk along the monuments of death, 
the first thing that naturally strikes us, is the 
nndistinguishing blow, with which that com- 
mon enemy levels all* We behold a great 
promiscuous multitude all carried to the same 
Abode ; all lodged in the same dark and silent 
mansions. There, mingle persons of every 
age and character, of every rank and condition 
in life } the young and the old, the poor and 
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the rich, the gay and th^ grave, the fmaimed 
and ^6 igiwble. A Sew weeks ago^ most of 
tliose whom we have seen carried to the grave 
walked aboEt as we do now on the earth ; en^ 
ji^yed their frietidsi beheld the li^it of the 
Sim, and were forming designs for future days. 
Perhaps it is not lopg since they were engage 
ed in scenes of high festivity. For them, peir-p 
haps, the cheerful company assembled; and 
in the midst of the circle they shone with gay 
and pleasing vivacity. But now, to thenjif all 
is finally dosed. To them no more shall the 
seasons return, or the sun rise. No more 
shall they hear the voipe of mirth or behold 
the &ce of man. They are swept from the 
unbrerse $» though they had never been. — 
They are carried away as with the Jlood t the 
wifid has passed aoer thenty and they are gone. 

When we contemplate this desolation of 
the human race ; this final termination of so 
many hopes; this silence that now reigns 
among those who, a little while ago, were so 
\m^y or so gay ; who can avoid beiiig touched 
ivith sensations at once awful and tender? 
What heart but then warms witii the glow of 
humanity ? In whose eye does not the tear 
leather, on revolving the fate of passing and 
^ort-lived man ? Such seQsations are so con^^ 
gefiial to human naturei that they are attends 
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^:wi^ 4.6^1^ Jdnd of<«>nrowfitliplea8ttre# 
m9n vohiifitiMskm; tlNtaafelvei^ AtMi^imeB in^ 
dv^e a' ta$te for. fmieml OMsIafiolMly. Aftcffi 
t]a« festive a(s$e»bly ia «&miss»Qd> tbej ohoose 
to ? w^lk i^re4 in the shady H^ove, mrd toi ocm^ 
t«in:pl«te; t^^^^Q^niliie s^pulehrM o^ (dn^ lyi** 
cestora JTMs rae}aQoholy plewiira arises ftam 
two different sentiments me^og at the a^me 
liiiiie io^' the bteaat ; a sympathetic senae of 
llie 9hoi?tiies» and vanity of Hfe^ and a pei^ 
suasion that something exists after death $ 
setitimenta which unite at the view 6S the hou9e 
mppomiedfor aU livmg. A tomb^ it hat* been 
Justly said^ is a monpmentr situated on the 
eonfinea of both worlds* ' : It, at once, preseols 
to-ua the termination of /i^ie. inqnietiides of 
Bfe, And sets before u» t1»> image of eternal 
rest. Tber^f in the eieg^st expressiona of 
Job^ thi wicked ceaee Jrem < trofMiitg ; and 
Aere the meainf be at re$t. Thsre Ac prison^ 
en rest together ; they hear not ^ veiee efthe 
efpm9S9r^ The smaR and the great are there i 
andthe servmd is free ftom. hi^ master. It is 
very rctonai^ble, that iai ail husiguages, and 
toiemg aU nations, death has been described 
n a style of this kind i expressed' by figures 
of speech, which convey every where thesame 
idea of rest, oor sleep, or retreat firoin the evib 
of lifis. Such a style perfectly agrees with tbf 
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plQMtir«0 of'<life'<w«rl£li>' It 6)leW« hd# tHiK^ 
all ^Mtnki^iittf^ ^ tkl«>life >tt>' tie «i^9cet}4^ 
of troobte told «ftie^'Mid bft^^&gt!i3«d i»i^ii 

k^ Uie^ gravis^ ,',.::••:.; ;••..,•:•,'.■. .•'■;» 
. Thepg/myit ^Mf, a)Nt4he ^U emd fke gr6(tti 
Thete idtx^ f6€« msai hufsAo\tti mt lost^^M^ 
bmifehfen ^ Ikia ^etakdmb tlfk Ha more «kalii 
b6 gyoan ander- the 4<Nid 6<f • pov6rt;f and tofi« 
Kd m6«0 «baQ he heiir the insoileiit cills 6# 
tbe-nittsier^ from i^hora he'ipeceived his scanty 
w«g^ ' -K'd' fiiore dhall fae beii rtfkD^d'^ottt 
oeedlbl 4lun!itb«r on bis fo^ of i^^w, kor be 
hiipri^ trnv^y^om hto hepmte^ meftl) to utidieiv 
go the' nej^ited ltiiboui<s of ljie;dey. Whil« 
hifi haM^Ie grav« iii jp9epMlng^'£Md>a feW^^poov 
and ^teo^^'iaei^bOUrs a«0 i»ny^ hitn thi« 
th^i-j it ' is i^^od'fot us 4(» thiak that'thfe <mkii 
too wi» otttt brofli«r; that' for >him'thef aged 
tind'desl^tttte Dk^fe, Bitd f h« n^^dy cfe^ilftHeii, now^ 
#ee^ ;'Chbi4le^dted ^s kne was byihfe w<^kU 
heposs^^d tyerhapts'boUi aisoutid under^tand'^ 
bkg itnd t« 4d¥(hy h^rt-^ ttnd' Is n6#>c&tned 
hfVBig^j^-test' in Abre3itkdi^9'bdtK>n».-^At 
BO gireat^^tiince fi^M MrUiihe grai^ b opeii'^ 
ed to receive the rich and proud man. For, 
as it is said with emphasis tn' the parable, the 
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i^tcA man al0 <p^t«4 axul was b6mi44 1 'He oi^ 
tiled. Hia I'lc^^ |>r6veiitefl not; his ^h^iii^ 
^e same hJbs With the poot slfiQ'; peHiaps^ 
through luxury, they accel^f^cid his doom^ 
Tbe^9 indeed, the niourneps^^ ab&Ht ti^^ Ure^r 
Mid whil^ in all the pomp^ an^ maf^Rffieence 
of woe, his funeral is pr^ared, his heirs^ in 
th^ mean time, ingipatieiit to e:iamiiie his will, 
are looking on one another with jealouseyes, 
and already beginiiiia^ to quarrel aboiit tbe 
division of hb suhstianca-^^Be day, we see 
carried along the c<^Sn of the BmiUi^ in&at ; 
the flower just nipped as it b^^ to bloasoiiy 
in the par€»its' view ; and the ne^ day we 
behold a y<mng tnan dr« young woman^ of 
blooming fbrm and prpmising hopes, laid in 
an antimely graYe4 While the Weral is at-- 
tended by a numtfous unconcerned Ooo^Miyi 
who are: discoursing to one another about the 
news of the day, or the ordinary^ awaits of 1^^ 
let oiu* thoughts rather follow to the house of 
mourning, and represent to thetQselves whart; is 
going on there. There we sho^d see * a- dis^ 
a>nsokte family, siting in silent griefs think- 
ing of .the iiad breach that is ({made in (heir \i^ 
tfe^ociety ; and, with tears in tl^ ey«^ look-^ 
ing 40 the chamber that is ^aop k^ vaeant^ 

* Xuke xvi. SS.. 
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40^ tfi evtty «C8iif»r|4 thai F^mmHq it4#f aI^ 
theic depart^ fri^Qd. . %suc^ attentiqmto 
the woes oCo^ersy^^ selfish ^ardneas.c^.QMif 
h^|ct»,wjUQ hegp#di«ally spflen^ and m^lited 
down into huonwuty.^ , ; u^ 

Another day, ^^ foUoigL to the grave one 
who, in old age, and after, a long careejc of 
life, has m full maturity sunk at last into resL 
Aa w^ a^e going along to the mansion, of the 
d^3i it is ti$tural for us to think, and to di$^ 
9(Mirae of ^ l^e diangp» whiich.such a pei:soat 
baa. s^en 4uri$ig the course of his life* He has 
p|i9sedg it is likely, tbroi^h varieties of for-^ 
toiie. He has eii^perienced prosperity aad ad<« 
ver^ii^y* He. hai^ 8€;fea faip^ies and kindreds 
£19^ and fall*. He has. seen peace and war sue-. 
MiediDg in their turns; the face. of his country 
9n4(&]|g^Qii^ Wfuay alterf^ions ;: and the very 
4t7 in whi^hji^ dwelt^ rising, in a manner, 
i^w around hi^ : After all he has heheld,^ 
h^ i^y^s are now closed foj ever^ He was b^ 
efixmngs a strfuj^ger in the midst of a^i^w sue* 
eessioaofinea. Arace w^o knew him nojl^ 
ha4 xiaen to.fil) tl^ earth^^, 1^ passes the 
world aw^« ,Tl|rpughoi]}t«ll ranks and con^ 
ditions,. .j^ac gfmfinUhn pas^th md angtlur g$m 
nerfftk^ emetic; l^ld this, great inn is by Uums 
evaluated, and, replenished by l^rotops of sue* 
eyeing pil^li^s;*--*--^ vain and Jnconstant 
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Votiil OflfeetHi^-^iid tfiitt^terfk Wei Wlwtt 
i^ir the irons bf theii leafil' to thkib «lf iSiee ii^ 
tJiey' blight ? Wherr will they leant humanity^ 
frbifi the dfflicttoiis irf their htethteny^at^ itto^ 
deration and wisdom, from the Mfttse of ¥hi^k 
own fugitive ^tateP-'i'J-^Biit littw to come nearer 
to oursehreii, let i^, ' . /? 

' il. Cofisider the death <3>f oat friendb. Wa6t 
df refiediony or the k>ng habits^ ekher of a very 
l>nsy^ or a very dissipated life, may hav« reh^ 
dered men insensible to all 8U^-^et5ts M i 
have now descilbed. The stranger; and tlie 
unknown, fall utterly unnoidcedfU; their skkJl 
Life ^ proceeds ivith them ' in ytsr uisual traitif, 
withiMit* being affected hy events in which tli^y 
takeliG^ personal concern. Biit the dlssoltit 
tion dPth6se tiies, "wfaieh had/kirtg bound- meii 
tbgethi^i' ih iiitimate and AMiH(ir'itMon,-'^iyeik 
tt^rtfuiiihoefktb' every heitftti!- Whieh a Ifi^ 
tWlyv^h*} for yeArS, riadbeeri'llraig fla con^ 
fdtt stidh^eact, are ilud^dly'tilMitikried hf ii6ttib 
^f'&eiftaiost' beloved br fespddtM toUMye^ 
%'kn^t6ra ^Mtd them ; 'Mh ^^'Hmb^i'ie^ 
HHff s^ittttsfe* ife ^^ikttltfed'^ ^ evet' fte^HKfe 

■^h^r'jbys, atid paTticiimtfediii'ali'theirsdr¥e*ir^^ 
*^h^n: the weeping parbitifffdiaini^'ill Hi^kMofe 
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^ dyitig te^ild whom fae tmdetly loved ^ 
#l^n he is gitiug his ktst blessings n>c6ivirig 
tlu^ last foud tidieUi Idokiog for the hist tim^ 
i[^ tliat col^ieiiaftic^ now ivasting and fadied, 
Whi^di he had dnee beheld widi ndudi delist; 
^eti in th^ tiihe ^Mtk the heart is mide to 
dritik all th6 bitterhess of hutnan Woe.-^But 
I B^k not to womld jbur feelings by dwriiit^ 
^n tiiese skd dtesmptimilB. liet uis latlier tiir^ 
tsliir tfaot^tb to the manner in which siic^ 
bveiits Ohght to be received lind improved^ 
nnbb hi^^en they must in the life of man: ■ 

Thlen, iiideed, hi iYne time to we^; Let nof; 
a fidse id^ o£ fomtude^ or mi^tdkieh cDnbepi> 
Httika ofreli^Oiisdutf, be employed to restraoi 
thi^ bubtittg emMiofa. Let the hbart se^ it» 
irelief, in the fy&e effttsion of jtet and nkturiJ 
dorrow. It h becoming in evety one to sfaewv 
bn siich otcasions^ that he feels as a man oogtii 
16 feel. At the same time let modeBtioa 
tem{)er the grief of a good than and a CUri»- 
tian. He mttst ndt y&mte Hke those li>hv kaut 
Mo hdpe. As high el4tibn of spirits befits not 
€b!Q joys, so continued and overwhelming de- 
J€N5tion suits not the grief of this transitbi^ 
iWdlrld. Grief) when it goe^ beyond certain 
bounds, becomes unmanly ; when it lasts' be^ 
ydnd a certain timie, becomes unseasonable. 
Let him not rfejeet the alleviation winch tinie 

TOL. ui. » 
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brings to all the woiindb of the heait^ but 
suffer excessive grief to subside^ by degreesi 
into a tender and affectionate remembrance^ 
Let him consider, that it is in the power of 
Providence to raise him up otbar comforts in 
the place of those he has lost Or, if his mind 
at present reject the thoughts of such conso* 
lation, let it turn for relief to the prospect of a 
future meeting in a happier World. This is 
indeed the chief soother of affliction i the 
inoat powerful balm of the bleeding heart. It 
assists us to view death as no nlore than a tem- 
porary separation from friends. They whom 
we have loved^ still livfe^ though not present 
to us« They are only removed into a different 
mansion in the house of .the common Father. 
The toils ^f their pilgrimage are finished ; and 
they are gone to. the land of xest and peace;» 
They are g<me from this dark and troubled 
worlds to join the great assembly of the just; 
and to dwell in the midst of evierlasting light. 
Indue time .we hope to be associated with 
them in these blissful habitations^ Until this 
reason of re-union arrive, no principle of re- 
ligion discourages our holding correspondence 
of affection with them, by means of faith and 
hope. 

Meanwhile, let us respect the virtues, and 
^cherish the memory of the deceased. Let 



Digitized by 



Google 



s«uM. 5.5 Qjj 0EATH?. as 

their little failings be now forgotten. Let us 
dwell on what was amiable in their character, 
imitiate their worth, and trace their steps. By 
this means the remembrance of those whom 
we loved shall become useful and improving 
to us, as well as sacred and dear ; if we accus- 
tom ourselves to consider them as still speak- 
ing and exhorting us to all that is good ; if, in 
tsrituations where our virtue is tried, we call up 
liieir respected idea tovview,and, as placed in 
their presence, think of the part which we 
could act before them without a blush. 

Moreover, l6t the remembranceof the friends 
whom we ha^e lost, strengthen our afibction 
to those that remain. The narrower the circle 
becomes of those wte^love^ let us draw the 
closer together* Let the heart that has been 
softened by sorrow, mellow into v gentleness 
and kindness ; make liberal allowance for the 
weaknesses of others; and divest itself of the 
little prejudices that may have "formerly pre- 
possessed it against thenr. Tlie greater havoc 
that death has made among our friends on 
earth, let us cultivate connection more with* 
God, and heaven, and virtue. Let those 
noble views which man's immortal character 
affords, fill and exalt our minds. Passengert 
only through this sublunary region, let our ^, 
thoughts often ascend to that divine country^ 
v2 
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wfaibfa we M6 tau^t to cos^ider as tiie naf iv^ 
seat of the sottl. There we form (ionnecfcioni; 
that are never broken. There we lAeet with 
friends who nfever die. Among cdestial things 
there is firm and lasting constbncj^ ^hil^ ail 
that is on earth chahges and passes away. " - 
Such arie some of the fruits we shbuld reap 
from thfe tender feelings excited foy the death 
of friends* But thej are not only our friends 
who die. Our enemies also must go to thekr 
Iwng htme : het us, th^efore, 

IIL CohBider hdw we ought to be afl^ct- 
ed, when they from \Hiom suspicions hare 
alienated, or rivalry has divided us ; they With 
whom we have long dontended^ o^ by whom 
we imagine Oursdves to have suffered wroo^^ 
are laid^ or about to be laid, in th^ grave* 
How inconsidetafolo Ihhik appear tho^e broils 
m which we had bfeen loi^ involved^ those 
contests and feuds Which we thought were to 
last for ever ! The awfiil moment that now 
terminates them, makes us feel their vanity. If 
there be a spark of humanity left in the brfeast^ 
the remembrance of our commofi fate th^n 
aWakens it Is there a man who^ if he Wtoe 
admitted to stand by the death-bed of hi&i bit- 
terest enemy, and beheld him ehduring that 
conflict which human nature must suffer at the 
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last, would not be inclmed to stretch forth the 
hand of friendship, to utter the voice of foiSr 
giveness, and to wish for perfect reconcili^tioa 
with him before he left the world? Who if; 
there that, when he beholds the rem»if)8 of 
his adversary deposited in the du8t» feels not, 
in that moment, some rdeatinga a| the te^ 
membrance of those past aetimosilies which 
mutually embittered their Rfe ?-^^ There lies 
^^ the man with whom I cont^ded so Iqn^ 
^^ silent and mute for ever, He ilk &llen> and 
*^ I am about to follow him. How poor is 
** the advantage which I now enjoy ? Where 
<^ are the fruits of all our Gontests ? In » shom; 
** time we shall be laid together ; and no rer 
" membrance remain of either of us under the 
" sun. How many mistakes ni»y there have 
** been between us ? Had not hOi his virtues 
^ and gQod qualities as well a^ I ? Wheo we 
^^ both shall appear before the jiul^enMe^ 
^^ g£ God, shall I be foimd innooeii^: a»d free 
<^ of blame, for all the enmity I h»ve hom^ to 
*< him ?'^-7-— nMy friends, let the antiQipMioa 
of such sentiments serve aow to corr^ot the in<* 
veteracy of prejudice, to coqI th^e he^t of fti^ger, 
to allay the fi^ceiiess of resaiitioept. How 
unnatural is it for animositiesi so las^g to 
possess the hearts of movtal meiv that nqM^ing 
can extinguish them hut tibe cold han4 of 
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death ? Is there not a sufficient proportion of 
evils in the short span of human life, that we 
seek to increase their number, by rushing into 
unnecessary contests with one another ? When 
a few suns more have rolled over our heads, 
friends and foes shall have retreated together ; 
and their love and their hatred be equally 
buried, tet our few days, then, be spent in 
peace. While we are all journeying onwards 
to death, let us rather bear one another's bur" 
dens^ than harass one anotlier by the way. Let 
us smooth and cheer the road as much as we 
can, rather than fill the valley of our pilgrim- 
age with the hateful monuments of our con- 
tention and strife. 

Thus I have set before you some of those 
meditations which are naturally suggested by 
the prevalence of death around us ; by the 
death of strangers, of friends, and of enemies. 
Because topics of this nature are obvious, let 
it not be thought that they are without use. 
They require to be recalled, repeated, and 
enforced. Moral and religious instruction 
derives its efficacy not so m\ich from what 
men are taught to know, as from what they 
are brought to feel. It is not the dormant 
knowledge of any truths, but the vivid im-r 
pression of them, which has influence on 
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practice. Neither let it be thought that such 
meditations are unseasQuable intrusions upon 
those who are living in health, in affluence 
and ease. There is no hazard of their mak- 
ing too deep or painful an impression. The 
gloom which they occasion is transient ; and 
will soon, too soon, it i^ probable, be dispell* 
ed by the succeeding affairs and pleasures of 
the world. To wisdom it certainly belongs 
that men should be impressed with just views 
of their nature and their state ; and the plea* 
sures of life will always he enjoyed to most 
advantage when they are tempered with se- 
rious thought. There is a time to mourns as 
well as a time to r^oicck There is a virtuous 
sorrow^ which is better than lat^hter. There is 
a sadness of the comtenancef by which the heart 
is moide better. 
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ON TH£ PROGESSS OF YIC£. 



1 GoEIllXHlAtf 8^ XV. 86. 

Be mi deceived :. Bvil ca^7sni«9M<a0« cor^. 
ni^ good nmnnenh 

Though humim nature be now fattra from ks 
original honour, several good principles sdl] 
remain in the hearts of men. There are few, 
if any, on whose minds the reverence for a 
Supreme Being continues not, in some de- 
gree, impressed In every breast, some bene-r 
volent affections are found, and conscience 
still retains a sense of the distinction bet^^en 
moral good and evil. These prinpiplesi of 
virtue are always susceptible of improvement \ 
and, in favourable situations, might have a 
happy influence on practice. But such is the 
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IraiHy f^f 9»t nutiure, and aci numerous ^re 
the temptaUon^tP evil, th^t ^y are iii perpe-; 
tual htmrd of being either totally effaced, 
or sp.far weajitened as to produce no e£feot 
on conduct. They are good seeds, originally 
•owa in the. heart ; but which require culture, 
in order to make them rise to any maturity. If 
left !^itbaut assistance, they are likely to be 
stifled by tliai profusion of noxious weeds 
which the soil sends forth around them. 

Among th«e ikunokerous causes ijirhich intro- 
duce corruption into the hewrt, and acoekacate 
its grotwth, non^ is more unhappily pow«G&)l 
thajti that which i^ppintedroiiib in the text, under 
the 4escript¥>n oSeoU conmmnkcSgm ; thait is, 
thie contagion which is diffused by bad exajxb 
p^,^ wdhejigl^ened.by parsticular oonnectioiut 
with poKsow of loose psincii^. or dissolute 
inoi^al;. Thiia, in a lioeoj^ipui^ stafce of society, 
if^ th«9 most common source of those vices «&A 
dJAQi^ders which so muoh ^ujad in great qIt 
ties.; ^d oiS^ psoves, i^ apaj^icujar maa- 
q#ri, fatal to. the young ; even to them whose 
h^gniivngA wc»'e on/ce auapiioious and promisr 
i^ It. ni^y'dwnefo^ be aa ui^ eqoploy- 
inent o^ aMeotioa, to trace the peogr^a. of 
thia pDinciqple of coisruption, to exumine the 
iliiOfms.hy whiflhaMl,60»iintaik«tfipn< gcadualiy 
iMldexm^oie) and 4t last da$troy, good manmn^ 
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or (which here is the proper signification oF 
the original word) good morals. It is indeed 
disagreeable to contemplate human nature^ in 
this downward course of its progress. But it 
is always profitable to know our. own infir- 
mities and dangers. The consideration of 
them willilead me to suggest some of the 
means proper to be used, for preventing the 
mischiefs arising from evil communications. 

Agreeably to what I observed of certain 
virtuous principles being inherent in human 
nature, there are few but who set out at first 
in the world with good dispositions. The 
warmth which belongs to youth naturally ex* 
erts itself in generous feelings, and sentiments 
o£ honour ; in strong attachments to friends. 
And the other emotions, of a kind and tender 
heart. Almost all the plans with whioh per- 
sons who have been liberally educated begin 
the worlds are connected with honourable 
views. At that period they repudiate what- 
ever is mean or base. It is pleasant to them 
to think of commanding the esteem of those 
ftmong whom they live, and of acquiring a 
name among men. But alas ! how soon does 
this flattering prospect begin to be overpast ! 
Desires of pleasure usher iii templationi 
and forward the growth of disorderly p&s^ 
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sions. Ministers of vice are seldom want-* 
ing to encourage, and flatter the passions of 
the young. Inferiors study to creep into fa-i 
your, by servile obsequiousness to all theic 
desires and humours. Glad to find any apo^ 
logy for the indulgencies of which they are 
fond, the young too readily listen to the voice 
of those who suggest to them, that strict no-t 
tions of religion, order, and virtue, are old- 
fashioned and illiberal ; that the restraints 
which they itapose are only fit to be prescrib- 
ed to those who are in the first stage of pupi-» 
lage ; or to be preached to the vulgar, who 
ought to be kept within the closest bounds 
of regularity and subjection. But the good- 
ness of their hearts, it is insinuated to them, 
and th« liberality of their views, will fqjly 
justify their emancipating themselves, in some 
degree, from the rigid discipline of parents 
and teachers. 

Soothing as such insinuations are to the 
youthful and inconsiderate, the first st'eps^ 
however, in vice, are cautious and timid, and 
occasionally checked by remorse. As they 
begin to mingle more in the world, and e- 
merge into the circles of gaiety and pleasure, 
finding these loose ideas countenanced by too 
general practice, they gradually becomje bolder 
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in the liberties they take. If tbey had been 
bred to business, they begin ta tire of indus** 
try, and look with contempt on the plodding 
race of citizens. If they be of superior rank, 
they think it becomes them to resemble their 
equals ; to assume that freedom of behaviour, 
that air of forwardness, that tone of dissipa^tion, 
that easy negligence of those with whom they 
converse, which appear fashionable in high 
life. If afBuence of fortune unhappily concur 
to favour their ioclinations, amusements and 
diversions succeed in a perpetual round ; night 
and day are confounded ; gaming fiUs up their 
vacant intervals ; they live wholly in public 
places ; they run into many degrees of ex- 
cess, disagreeable even to themselves, merely 
from weak complaisance, and the fear of 
being ridiculed by their loose associates. A- 
mong these associates the most hardened and 
determined always take the lead The rest 
ibllow them witJa implicit submission ; and 
pGiake proficiency in the school of iniquity 
in exact proportion to the weakness of 
their understandings, and the strength of their 
passions, 

How maay pafis^ away, after this manner, 
some of the most valuable years of their Ufe^ 
tost in a whirlpool of what cannot be calle4 
pleasure, so much as mere giddiness and folly? 
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In the habits of perpetual connection with idle 
or licentious compan j, all reflection is lost ; 
while circulated from one empty head, and 
one thoughtless heart to another, folly shoots 
up into all its most ridiculous forms j prompts 
the extravagant unmeaning frolic ih private j 
or sallies forth in |)ublib to mad riot ; im{)ell« 
ed sometimes by intoxication, sometimes by 
mere leVity of spirits^ 

All the whiles amidst this whole cburke of 
juvenilfe infatikdtion, I readily admit, that 
much good-nature may still remain. Gefie^ 
rosity and attachments may be found ; nay^ 
some awe of rlBligion may still subsist, and 
toiiie remains of those good impressions 
which were made upon the mitid ih early 
days« It might yet be very possible to re^ 
claim such pi^sons, and to form them fotr 
useful and respectable stations in the worlds 
if virtuous and improving society should hap^ 
pily succeed to the place of that idle cre# 
with whom they now associate j if importHtlt 
business should occur, to bring them into i 
different sphere of action ^ or if some reason- 
able stroke of affliction should in mercy be 
jsent, to recal them to themselves, and to a- 
Waken serious and manly thought. But if 
youth, and vigour, and flowing fortune, con- 
tinue ; if a similar succession of companions 
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go on to amuse them, to engross their time^ 
and stir up their passions ; the day of ruin,-^ 
1^ them take heed and beware ! — the day of 
irrecoverable ruin begins to draw high* For- 
tune is squandered ; health is broken ; fi'iends 
are offended, affironted, estranged ; aged par* 
rents, perhaps, sent afflicted and mourning to 
the dust* 

There are certain degrees of vice which are 
chiefly stamped with the character of the ri- 
dicmlous and the contemptible ; and there 
are also certain limits, beyond which if it pass 
it becomes odious and execrable. If, to other 
corruptions which the heart has already re- 
ceived, be added the infusion of sceptical 
principles, that worst of all the evil communis 
cations oi sinners, the whole of morals is then 
on the point of being overthrown. For every 
cirime can then be palliated to conscience; 
every check and restraint which had hitherto 
remained, is taken away. He who, in the be- 
ginning of his course, soothed himself with 
the thought that while he indulged his de- 
sires, he did hurt to no man ; now pressed 
by the necessity of supplying those wants into 
which his expensive pleasures have brought 
him, goejs on without remorse to defraud and 
to oppress. The lover of pleasure now be- 
ooites hardened and cruel j violates his trust; 
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or bi&trays his friepd; becpities i^man of treach^ 
ery^ or a man of blood ; satifefyiiig, or at \emti 
endeavouring all the while to satisfy himsolf^ 
that circumstances fprm his^^xpuse; that by ne- 
cessity he is impelled ; and that, jin gratifying 
the passions whicJit niatjire had implanted with«- 
in him, he does no moi^ than follow nature^ , 
Miserable and deluded !^an! To what 
art thou come at the last ? Dost thou pretend 
to follow nature, whj^n thou wt contemning 
the laws of the God of nature ?. when thou art 
stifling his voice within thee, which remon-* 
strates against thy eriipes ? when thou art vion 
latiog the best part of thy nature, by countea>- 
acting the dictates of justice and humanity ? 
Dost thou follow nature when thou render-* 
esti thyself an useless animal on the earth ; 
and Qot useless only^ but noxious to the so-* 
ciety to which thou belongest> and to which 
thou art a disgrace ; noxious,, by the bad ex^ 
ample thou hast set ; noxious by the crimes 
thou hast committed ; sacrificing innocence to 
thy guilty pleasures, and introducing shame 
and ruin into the habitations of peace ; de* 
frauding of their due the unsuspicious who 
have trusted thee ; involving in the ruins of 
thy fortune many a worthy family ; reducing 
the industrious and the aged to misery and 
want 2 by all which, if thou hast escaped the 
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disserved twotd of juBtice^ tfafdii hiadl M lieaift 
brbught oh thyself the resehtmieilt and the i^'i^ 
proach of all Ihte tesjpectable knd the Worthy?^-ii 
Tremblfe th^n at the vieW of thte gulf #Mlcb 
is opening befotie thee. Look with hoftdr hi 
the ^rebi|)ice, on the brink of which thbu 
stattdeth ; and if yet a moikierit be lelTt for i^ 
. treaty think hoW tihou mayest 6s(iap6) ted be 
iaved. 

iThis brings me tb what I propoiied bi thie 
neat head of discburse; to suggest tolm 
Means that may be used fi>r stopping ih time 
tiie progress of such misehiefs ; to poittt bill 
arnne remedies against the fat41 ini^tibli bit 
ivU comnrnnictaicms. 

The first and tnoat obvious is, to withdraw 
from all alisbciations with bad men, with per- 
sons either of licentious principles^ br bf dis^ 
erderly conduct. I harie shewn to what isstid 
such dangerbUs cotmections are apt to bring 
men at last Nothings therefore, is of mor^ 
importance for the yonng, to whom I no# 
chiefly address myself, than to be earful iti 
the choibe of their friends and companions; 
This choice h too frequently made withoui 
much thought, br is determined by somb 
casual connection; and yet very often th^ 
whole fate of their future life depends up'btt 

2 
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it. The circumstances which Chiefly attract 
the liking and the friendship of yduthj are vi- 
vacity/ gOdd hultioui'^ eng6.ging manneff S| and 
a cheerful or feasy temper ; qualities, I <Wn* 
fess, amiable in themselves^ and Useful tuid 
valuable! iti their places But I dntreat you M 
remember, that these are not all the qUali-^ 
ties requisite to form ftn intiitiate cotnpatiioii 
or fiiend. Something moi'e is still to be look-* 
ed for ; a sound understanding, a steady mind, 
a firm attachment to principle, to virtue, and 
honour. As o&ly solid bodies polish wMl^ it 
is only on the subistatitial ground 6f thesd 
manly endowments^ that the other aiiliable 
qualities can receive their propet lustrel 
Destitute of these essential r^uisites, they 
shine with no more thai! a tinsel brilliandy^ 
It may sparkle for a little, amid a few cir-^ 
cles of the frivolous and superficial; but it 
imposes not on the discernmc^nt of the public* 
The world in general seldom, after a short 
trials judges amiss of th^ characters of inen. 
You may be assui'ed, that its character of yoii 
will be formed by the comptoy you firequeht j 
and how agreeable soever they may seem to bef, 
if nothing is to be found amoitg them biit hoi-* 
low qualities, and external accomplishments, 
they soon fall dou^n into the class, at best, of 
the insignificant, perhaps of the worthless ; and 

VOL, III* G 
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you si)ik, of t^otifses ki Ui« Qpiipicm ie^ tbd pubi* 
Itc^ iHto the sa^e d^sj^ieable i%mk 

Allow me to warn yovk, tluil the mos^ igcijr 
and pleasing are sometimes the most l!n«idio w 
bxid dAQger^ttS: coint><iiiioBfa ; ^n ^monitkNl 
nvbidi re^pe^s b<^ the/sexea' Ofti^ri tfaejr 
aX^tach tbsen)Mve» to you ftom iilter^stbd m^ 
fivieB; and if any takit or suspiadn; lb col 
their ohaiNictier, under the clover &f ydur.irilnk)^ 
your fortune^ or your g(SMkii:]l9put«tion> %bc^ 
Beek protection £s>r themiidiTies. Look a^ 
vound you^ theQ> with fttteRtiteey(^ and: wei^ 
characters' we)]) l»^re you ^xxnaect yovbselveb 
too closdiy with ai^ -who ^onrt youlr sqk 
oet^* Me that «bu(heth 'ankh ms^ men ihnUbe 
vise; but a eof^)&niQH of Ji^a t^M iit di^ 
$tr(^ed:. Wher^fore^ Oit^ not < JiboU int9 4ke 
council of ike corner. WeMc Mf in ike wtey 
mth evil men; a/ooid it; fkm ikot by it^ tarn 
from ity and pms amaff. * / 

In ord^ to pitevent the iinfliienc^ of oM 
eomnmnicationsy it isfffrther.need&l that, you 
fiK to yourselves certaici f>f inolptes of tondtobt^ 
and to be resolved aiid detertnified hdu aa6 oo- 
casion to swerve from th^iti. Settii^fb^ ooiiw 
sideration of religioia^nd vjHx^ aside, and at^- 

- ♦ Piw. iv* 14; jsiiU 20, 
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tending merely to interest and reputation, ii 
will be ibtmd that he wiio enters oh active life 
without having ascertained some regular plan, 
according to which he is to guide himself^ will 
be unprosperotrs in the v/hole of hrs subset 
quent progress. But when conduct is viewed 
in a moral aSid reiigious light, the effect of 
having fixed no principles of action, of having 
formed no laudable standard of character, be- 
comes more obviously fatal. For hence it is, 
that the young and thoughtless imbibe so 
teadily the poison of evil communications^ and 
fell a pray to levery seducer. They have no 
internial guide whom they are atcustomed td 
follow and obey ; nothing within themselves 
that can give firinrless to their conduct. Hiey 
are of course the victims of momentary inieH* 
nation or caprice ; religious and good by starts^ 
when, during the absence of temptation and 
tempters, the virtuous principle stirs withiii 
them; but never long the same; changing 
and fluctuating according to the passion that 
chances to rise, or the instigation of those with 
whom they have connected themselves. They 
are sailing on a dangerous sea, which abound^ 
with rocks ; without compass, by whidbi to di- 
rect their course*; or helm, by which to^uide 
die v^ssdL Wherfeas, if they acted on a sys* 
tem, If their behaviour made it appear that^ 

o ^ 
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they were determined to conduct themselvea 
by certain rules and principles, not only would 
they escape innumerable dangers, but they 
would command respect from the licentious 
themselves. Evil doers would cease to lay 
their snares for one whom they saw moving 
above them, in a higher sphere, and with a^ 
more steady course^ 

As a farther corrective 6{ evil communica^^ 
tionsj and as a foundation to those principles 
which you lay down for conduct, let me ad- 
vise you sometimes to think seriously of what 
constitutes real enjoyment* and happiness. 
Your days cannot be entirely spent in com- 
pany and pleasure. How closely soever you 
are surrounded and besieged by evil compa- 
nions, there must be some intervals, in which 
you are left by yourselves ; when, after all the 
turbulence of amusement is over^ your mind 
will naturally assume a graver and more pen- 
sive cast. These are precious intervals to youj 
if you knew their value. Seize that sober 
hour of retirement and silence. Indulge the 
meditations which then begin to rise. Cast 
your eye backwards on what is past of your 
life } look forward to what is probably to come. 
Think of the part you are now acting ; and of 
what remains to be acted, perhaps to be sufS^- 
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ed, before you die. Then is the time to form 
your plans of happiness, not merely for the 
next day, but for the general course of your 
life. Remember, that what is pleasing to you 
at twenty, will not be equally so at forty or 
fifty years of age ; and that what continues 
longest pleasing, is always most valuable. Re- 
collect your own feelings in different scenes 
of life. Inquire on what occasions you have 
felt the truest satisfaction ; whether days of 
sobriety and a rational employment have not 
left behind them a more agreeable remem- 
brance, than nights of licentiousness and riot. 
Look round you on the world ; reflect on the 
different societies which have fallen under your 
observation ; and think who among them ap- 
pear to enjoy life to most advantage ; whether 
they who, encircled by gay companions, are 
constantly fatiguing themselves in quest of 
pleasure ; or they to whom pleasure comes un- 
sought in the course of an active, virtuous and 
manly life. Compare together these two 
classes of mankind, and ask your own hearts, 
to which of them you would choose to belong. 
If, in a happy moment, the light of truth begin 
to break in upon you, refuse not admittance to 
the ray. If your hearts secretly reproach you 
for the wrong choice you have made, bethink 
yourselves that the evil is not irreparablo. 
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Still there is time for repentance and retreat i 
and a return to wisdom is always honourable^ 
Were sueh meditations often indulged, the 
41797 communie&twns of sinners would die awaj 
before them j the force of their poison would 
evaporate ; the world would hegin to assunid 
in jour eyes a new form and shape. Disdain 
iiot^ in these solitary hours, to recaUect what 
^e wisest have said and have written concern^ 
Ing human happiness and human vanity. Treat 
not their opinions as effusions merely of pee^i 
Tishness or disappointment ; but believe theai 
to be what they truly are, the result of long 
experience, and thorough acquaintance with 
the world. Consider that the season of youtki^ 
is passing fast away. It h time for you to be 
taking measures for an establishment in lifej^ 
nay, it were wise to be looking forward to a 
|>lacid enjoyment of old age. That is a period 
you wish to see ; but how miserable wh^n it 
iirrives, if it yield you nothing but the dr^a 
of life ; and present no retrospect, except tha^ 
of a thoughtless and dishonoured youth. 

Let fne once more advise you, to look fbix 
ward sometimes beyond old age } to iook to, 
a future world. Amidst evil communieatiaTis^ 
let your belief, and your character as Chris- 
tians arise to your view* Think of the sacred 
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wanp in wkidb you w^ere ba^ptised. Think of 
Ibe God wJbom your ffttb^s honeured and 
worahipped i of the religion In which they 
tbmined yon up } af the venerable rites in which 
&ey h3H>i)ght you to partake. Their paternal 
cares kave now cei»ed. They have finished 
thdir earthly course ; and the tinie is coming 
whfin you Bfiust follow tbem. You know that 
you iare nbt to live always here ; and you surely 
do not believe that your existence is to end 
with this life. Into what world, then, are you 
Ofixt to go ? Whom will y&u m^et with there ? 
Before whose tribunal are you to appear? 
Wh^ account will you be able to give of your 
prsseot trifling and irregular conduct to Him' 
who made ypu?— Such thoughts may be 
treated as unseasonable intrusions. But in- 
trude th^y sometimes will, whether you make 
them w^come or not* Better, then, to allow 
them free r^eeptipn wh^n they come, and to 
consider fairly to what they lead. You have 
seen persons die ; at least, you have heard of 
your friends dying near you. Did it never 
enter into your minds, to think what their last 
reflections probably were in their concluding 
moments ; or what your own, in such a situa- 
tion, would be ? What would be then your 
hopes and fears ; what part you would then 
wish to have acted ; in what light youf closing 
eyes would then view this life» and this world« 
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These are thoughts, my friends, too imp(»1> 
ant to be always excluded. These are things 
too solen^n and awful to be trifled widi. They 
are siip^rioi* to all the ridicule of fools. They 
come Home to eyery man's bosom ; and are 
entitled to evpry man'a highest attention. Let 
us regard them ^ becomes reasonable and 
mortal creatui;es ; and they will prove effec^ 
tual ajitidote^ to the m/ conrnunkations of pe* 
tul^nt spofFers, Wlien vice or folly arise to 
tempt us under flattering forms, let the seri- 
ous character which we bear as men come also 
forward to vifjw ; and let the solemn admoni- 
t^pns, with whi^ I cpn^^lude, sound full in our 
ears ; ^ My sa^j if sinn^s entice thee^ ofinsent 
thou not. . Come oyt frof^ amongst them^ and be 
sepaffUf. Remember thy Creator in the days of 
thy youfh* Fear theLord^ and. depart from emL 
The fmy of life is, above to the wi^; and he that 
heepeth the commandment^ keepeth hi^ oinm said. ^ 

♦ Pr(>v. it ^0; 2 Corinth, yi. 17 ; Eccles. xiL 1 1 l^ravj, 
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SERMON VII. 

ON yORTITUEfE, 

== \ 

Psalm xxvii. 3» 

Though an hast should encamp against me^ 
my heart shall not fear^ 

This world is a region of danger, in whick 
perfect safety is possessed by no man. Though 
we live in times of established tranquillity, 
when thesre is no ground to apprehend that 
an host shall, in the literal sense, encamp 
€^mst ua } yet every laan^ from one quarter 
or other, has soipewhat to dread. Riches often 
make to themselves wings and flee away. The 
firmest health may in a moment be shaken. 
The most flourishing family may unexpectedly 
be scattered. The appearances of our secu-* 
rity are frequently deceitful. When our sky 
aeems most settled and serene, in some unoh* 
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served qimrter gathers the little black doud, 
in which the tempest ferments, and prepares 
to discharge itself on our head. Such is the 
real situation of man in this world ; and he 
who flatters himself with an opposite view of 
his state, only lives in the paradise of fools. 

In this situatioil, ho quality is more requi- 
site than constancy, or fortitude of mind ; a 
quality which the Psalmist appears, from the 
(sentiment in the text, to have possessed in an 
eminent degree. Fortitude was justly classed, 
by the ancient philosophers, among the cardi- 
nal virtues. It is indeed essential to the sup- 
port of them all ; and it is most necessary, to 
be acquired by every one who wishes to dis- 
charge with fidelity the duties of his ^station. 
It is the ^mour of the mind, wbiek will £t 
bim for eqi^ountering the trials, and suynamratr 
i^g the diggers th^t aire likely lo ocoir in tb^ 
eours^ of bis li£e. It may be thcwgbt, {ttr* 
h^f^ to be a qu9]iity» in floQM mearareiainstt^ 
tutional ; depaie^dent on ^rmness of nerv^^ 
^nA strength pf spirits. Thongb, partly, it is 
so, yet e:3(p«ri^^e sbew9 th^ it vmy also be 
aoquir^ by principle, 9>nd he httiAed by rea» 
son I md it i^ only when tJiufi aocpirfid^ Mid 
tlMs fortified, th«t it em beaccountdd to carrjr 
the ehwacter of virtue* Fortitwle is opposed^ 
tt we all kmwy to timidity, inres^ofcion, a 
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feeWe ^.nd a wayewing spirit. It is placed, like 
Qthex virtues, in the middle between two ex- 
tremes j standing at an equal distance from 
raahness on t;^e one haad, and from pusilla- 
nimity on iKe Qther, In discoursing on tbia 
suhjectjj I propose, first, to shew the imports 
apce of fortitude or constancy ; next, to as- 
certain the grounds on which it must restj 
and, lastly^ to suggest some considerations foi" 
assistjiqg the exercise of it. 

I. The high importance of fortitude will 
easily appear, if we consider it as respecting 
either the happiness of humain life, or the 
proper discharge of its duties. 

Without sonie degre© of fortitude^ there 
can be no happiness ; because^ amidst the 
thousand uncertainties of life, there can he no 
enjoyment of tranquillity. The man of feeble 
andtimorousspiritliyes under perpetual alarms. 
He foresees every distant danger, and tren[ibles» 
He explores the regions of possibilityj^ to dis* 
coyer the dangers that may arise. Often he 
creates imaginary ones; always magnifi^ those 
that are.real. Hence, like a person haunted by 
spectres, he loses the free enjoyment even of a 
safe and prosperous state. On the first shoclc 
of adversity he desponds. Instead of exerts 
tpg himself to lay hold on the resomx^es that 
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remain, he gives up all for lost ; and resigns 
himself to abject and broken spirits.— ^.On the 
other hand, firmness of mind is the parent of 
tranquillity* It enables one to enjoy the pre- 
sent without disturbance j and to look calmly 
on dangers that approach, or evils that threaten 
in future. It suggests good hopes. It sup- 
plies resources. It allows a inan to retain the, 
full possession of himself, in every situation 
of fortune. Look into the heart of this man, 
and you will find composure, cheerfulness, 
and magnanimity. Look into the heart of the 
other, and you will see nothing but confiision, 
anxiety, and trepidation. The one is the 
castle built on a rock, which defies the attacks 
of surrounding waters. The other is a hut 
placed on the shore, which every wind shakes, 
ind every wave overflows. 

If fortitude be thus essential to the enjoy- 
ment of life, it is equally so to the proper dis- 
charge of all its most important duties. He 
who is of a cowardly mind is, and must be, a 
slave to the world. He fashions his whole 
conduct according to its hopes and fears. He 
smiles, and fawns, and betrays, from abject con- 
siderations of personal safety. He is incapable 
of either conceiving, or executing any great de- 
sign. He can neither stand the clai^our of the 
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multitude^ nor the &owns of the mightj. The 
winid of popular favour, or the threats ofpowei^, 
are sufficient to shake his most determined 
purpose. The world always knows where to 
find him. He may pretend to have princi- 
ples ; but on every trying occasion, it will be 
seen, thathis pretended principles bend to don^ 
yenience and safety. — ^The man of virtuous 
fortitude, again, follows the dicta^tes' of his 
|ieart, unembarrassed by those restraints which 
lie upon the timorous. Having once deter- 
mined what is fit for him to do, no threaten- 
ings can shake, nor dangers appal him. He? 
rests upon himself^ supported by a conscious- 
ness of inward dignity. I do not say that 
this disposition alone will secure him against 
every vice. He may be lifted up with pride. 
He may be seduced by pleasure* He may be 
hurried away by passion. But at least on one 
quarter he will be safe } by no abject fears misr 
led into evil. 

Without this temper of mind, no man can 
be a thorough Christian. For his profession 
as 3uch, requires him to be superior to that 
fear of man which bringeth a mare ; enjoins 
him, for the sake of a good conscience, to en- 
counter every danger ; and to be prepared, if 
called, even to lay down his life in the cause 
of religion and truth. AU who hare been 
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distinguished as servants of God, or benefeo 
tOl-s of men ; all who, in pctildu^ sittiattonj^, 
have acted their part with such honoar as to 
tender their nanies illustrioiis through &ikt¥ 
ceeding ages, have been eminent forfortittide 
of mind. Of this we have one conspieuotrs 
example in the apostle Paul, whom it will fee 
instructive for us to view, in a remarkafble 6c^ 
currence of his life. After having long acted 
as the Apostle of the Gentiles, his misirfott 
called him to go to Jerusalem, where he knew 
that he was to encounter the utmost viotenee 
of his enemies. Just before he set sail; Ire 
called together the elders of his favourite 
diurch at Ephesus, and in > pathetic ispeech, 
which does great honour to his character, gave 
Ihem his last farewell. Deeply affected hf 
their knowledge of the certain dangers to which 
he was exposing himself, all the as^iembly were 
filled with distress, and melted into tears. The 
circumstances were such as might have con*- 
veyed dejection even to a resolute mind ; and 
Would have totally overwhelmed the feeWe. 
They aUwept sore, and fell on Pouts mck, nnd 
kissed Tiitn ; sorrowing most qf (dt for the wiard^ 
which he spake, that they s'hotdd see 9iis face it§ 
more. What were then the sfehtiments, whiat 
was the language of this^ greatt and good 
man? Hear the* words which spoke his firm 
and undaunted mind : Behold I go bound in 
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ikt tfirit «ni9.Jenuakmf ndtJatmkig:^ tHinga 
gmt ^hali itfua. 'me tkerel iovi 0ui^'ik& Si»kf 

ahi^iotXam Mdents. M^ntm^thmMnigk 
mowmtyHedtkn'vbtaitJm^i^ deid^mh ntg* 
«^ is^ ihid I tn^kt ^fitdkh my cowtu wftA jfc^, 
md ikk nbotirtry vMtk 1 Jkme retdhei 9f ^ 
Lttd Jekui tiy testify this gOipd €f4hegnKe ^f 
Oed. * There nwi vtbeneid tlve voice, there 
bl^ttfaedthie spinC of ■& btW6 fmid « viituoait 
mata, Suofa a maa kaowDiitot what k ils to 
ihk4Bk &Gtd iiaiiges, wfaea ^c^nBdisnce points 
9mt hb psth. in that p«th he is 'd^ertBUied 
to walk, let the oottsequeiioeft be #liat dtey 
yriih TiU I ^ I vfiU nta petmvH my integrity 
from me, Myrightoasimiml^eidfiutyiijtdw^ 
riot kt it goi My hemi 4kaUnot wproach me t» 
long as I A'm. t ** ^"^^^ "<^ there ie a part ap* 
« pcdbkted to lactk I go to pecform it. My 
** dxtty I shall d6 ito-^day. Let Uhmorrew take 
** thoHght for ^ tkmga ^ titee(^"---^-Having 
fehiHs shewn the niiporUuM)e> I pfoceed, 

II. To8h&wthepTop»>fotiiidatiof»x^<>cm'> 
•tancy aod fortitude of muid. Th&f are ptin« 
cipally two ; a ^ood oonsciepce, ai^ trust in 
God. 



• Acta, aot, a^ 23, -2*— 37, 3». 
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A corrupted and guilty man can {K>s9ai8 no 
true firmness of heart. He who, by crooked 
paths^ pursues dishonourable ^ids, has many 
things to difioni^ hinu He hot only dreads 
the disappointment of his designs, by some of 
those accidaits to which all ^e expdied ; but 
he has also to dread the treachery of his con- 
federates, the discovery and reproach of the 
world, and the just displeasure of Hel&ven. 
His fears he is obliged to conceal ; bat while 
he assumes ^e appearance of intrepidity be* 
fore the world, he trembles within himself; 
and the bold and steady eye of intc^ity &e^ 
quently darts terror into his heart* There is, 
it is true, a sort of constitutional courage, 
which sojnetimes has rendered men daring in 
the most flagitious attempts* But this fool- 
hardiness of the rash^ this boldness of the ru& 
fian^ is altogether different from real fortitude; 
It arises merely from warmth of blood, from 
wont of thoughts and blindness to danger. 
As it forms no character of value, so it appears 
only in occasional sallies ; and never can be 
uniformly mhintamed. It requires adventi- 
tious props to support it ; and, in some hour 
of trial, always fails* There can be no true 
courage^ no regular persevering constancy, but 
what is connected with principle, and founded 
on a consciousness of rectitude of intention^ 

s 
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Thi8^ and this only^ erects that brazen wail, 
which we can oppose to every hostile attack. 
It clothes us with an armour, on which fortune 
will spend its shafts in vain. All is sound 
within. There is no weak place^ where we 
particularly dread a blow^ There is no occa- 
sion for false colours to be hung out ' No 
disguise is needed to cover us. We would be 
satisfied if all mankind could look into our 
hearts. What has he to fear, who not only 
acts on a plan which his conscience approves, 
but who knows that every good man, nay the 
.whole unbiassed world, if they could trace 
this intentions, would justify and approve his 
.conduct ? 

He knows, at the same time, that he is act- 
ing under the immediate eye and protection 
of the Almighty. Behold, my "witness is in 
heaven^ and my record is on high.* Here opens 
a new source of fortitude to every virtuow 
man. The consciousness of such an illustri- 
ous spectator invigorates and animates him. 
He trusts that the eternal Lover of righteous- . 
nes& not only beholds and approves, but will 
strengthen and assist} will not suffer him to 
be unjustly oppressed, and will reward his 



* Job, xvi. 19. 

voju. iir. II 
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constancy in the end, with glory, honour, «id 
immortality. A good conscience, thus sup^- 
ported, bestows on the heart a m«ch greater 
degree of intrepidity than it could o^erWisfe 
inspire. One who rests on an almighty, 
though invisible. Protector, exerts his powers 
with double force ; acts with vigour not bift 
own. Accordingly, it was from this principle 
of trust in God, that the Psalmist derived that 
courage and boldness whidi he expresses ill 
the text. He had said, immediately before. 
The Lx>rd is my light and my sahatitm ; the 
Lord is the strength of my life. The consef* 
quence which directly follows is. Of nfkom 
shall I be afraid ? Though an host should en* 
camp against me^ my heart shall not fear. It re- 
mains^ 

III. HiBt I suggest a few consideration*' 
which may prove auxiliary to the exefcise of 
virtuous fortitude in the midst of dangers. 

From what was just now said, it appearst^ 
first, that it is of high importance to et^ewy 
one, who wishes to act Iris pwt with becoming 
tesolution, to cultivate a religious principle 
and to be inspired with trust in God. The 
imperfections of the best are ihdeed so niimeiv 
ous, as to give them no title to claim, cm their 
own account, the protection of Heaven. But we 
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are taugbt to believQy that Uie merciful God 
who madfe us, and who knows our jHrne^ fa-, 
vours th^ sincere and upright; that the su- 
preme administration of die universe is always 
on the side of truth ^d virtue ; and that, 
therefore, every worthy character, and every 
just and good ca»se, though for a while it 
should foe depressed, is likely to receive coun- 
tenance and protection in the end. The more 
firmly this belief is rooted in the heart, its in* 
fluence will be more powerful, in surmounting 
the fears which ar^e from a sense of our. own 
weakness or dan^r. The records of all nations 
afford a thousand remarkable instances of the 
effect of this principle, both on individuals, 
and on bodies of men. Animated by the 
3trong belief of a just eause and a fMrotect* 
ing God, the feeUe have wwed strongs and 
have demised dapgersi, sufferings, and death. 
Handfuls of men have defied hosU thai were 
encamped against them ; and have gone forth, 
conquering and to. conquer. The sword of 
the Lord and of Gideon have called forth a 
valour which astonished the world ; and which 
could have been exerted by none but those 
who fought under a divine banner. 

In the next pJace, Let him who would pre- 
t^rve fortitude in difficult situations, fill his 

h2 
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mind with a seme of what constitutes the true 
honour of man. It consists not in the multi- 
tude of riches, or the elevation of rank ; for 
experience shews that these may be possessed 
by the worthless^ as well as by the deserving. 
It consists in being deterred by no danger 
when duty calls us forth ; in fulfilling our al* 
lotted part, whatever it may be, with faithful- 
ness, bravery, and constancy of mind. These 
qualities never fail to stsmp distinction on the 
character. They confer on him who disco- 
vers them, an honourable superiority, wbkh 
all, even enemies, feel and rev€?re. Let every 
man, therefore, when the hour of dbmger 
comes, bethink himself, that now is arrived 
the hour of trial, the hour which mfist deter- 
mine, whether he is to rise, or to sink for ever, 
in the esteem of all around him. If, when 
put to the test, he discovers no firmness to 
maintain his ground, no fortitude to stand a 
shock, be has forfeited every pretension to a 
manly mind. He must reckon* on being ex- 
posed to general contempt ; and, what is worse, 
he will feel that he deserves it. In his own 
eyes he will be contemptible, than which, 
surely, no misery can be more severe. 

But in order to acquire habits of fortitude, 
what is of the highest consequence is, to have 
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fdrmed a just estimate of the gopdis and evils 
of life, and of the value of life itself For 
here li^ the chief source of our weakness and 
pusiHanimiity. We overvalue the advantages 
of fortune, rank, and riches, ease and safety. 
Deluded by vain opinions, we look to these a« 
our ultimate goods. We hang upon them 
with fond attachment j and to forfeit any hope 
of advancement, to incur the least discredit 
with the world ; or to be brought down but 
one step from the station we possess, is reg^rd^ 
ed with consternation and disjnayr Hience, 
a thousand weights hang upon the mind, which 
depress its co^rage, and bend it to mean and 
dishonourable compliances. What fortitude 
can he possess, what vjrorthy or generous purr- 
pose can he form, who conceives diminution 
of rank, or loss of fortune, to be the chief evils 
which man can suffer? Put thpse into the bar- 
lance with true honour, with conscious inte- 
grity, with the e^ti^m of the virtuous and the 
wise» with the favour of Almighty (rod, with 
peace of mind and hope of heaven ; and then 
Uiink^ whether those dreaded evils are suffi- 
cient to intimidate you from doing your duty. 
Look beyond external appearances to the in- 
side of things* Sufler not yourselves to be 
imposed on by th^t glittering varnish, with 
which the surface of the world daz.;;Ies the vuj^ 
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gar. Consider how matty are eontented and 
happy without those advantages of fortune, 
on which you put so fextraraggmt a valuer 
Consider whether it is possible fot you to hg 
happy with them, if, for their sake, you forfeit 
all that is estimable in man. The ft;v6iir dP 
the great, perhaps, you think, is at Btake ; im 
that popularity with the multitude, on which 
you build plans of advaiicfement. Alas ! how 
precarious are the means which ytm employ 
in order to attain the end you have ifl view; 
and the end itself, how little is it worthy of 
your ambition ? That favour which you porsue> 
of dubious advantage when gained, is fre- 
quently lost by servile compliance. The timid 
and abject are detected, and despised even by 
those whom they court ; while tfie firm and 
resolute rise in the end to those honours, which 
the other pursued in vain. 

Put the case at the worst. Suppose not 
your fortune only, but your safety, to be in 
hazard ; your life itself to be endangered, by 
adhering to conscience and virttie. Iliink, 
what a creeping and ignominious states you 
would render life, if, when your duty calls, you 
would ejjpose it to no danger ? If by a das- 
tardly behaviour, you would, at any 'expence,^ 
preserve it. That life which you are so anxi^ 
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oiifi topreaerve, can at any rate be prolonged 
only for a few years more ; and those -years 
may be full of woe. He, who will not risk 
deat^ when conscience requires him to face it, 

ougbt to be ashamed to live. Consider, as 

a man, and a Christian, for what purpose life 
was giv^a thee by Heaven. Was it, that thou 
roighteat pass a few years in low pleasures and 
ignoble sloth ; flying into every corner to hide 
thyself, when the least danger rises to view^? 
No : life was given that thou mightest come 
forth to act some useful and honourable part, 
Ob that theatre where thou hast been placed 
by Providence; mightest glorify Him that 
made thee; and, by steady, perseverance in 
virtue, rise in the end to an immortal state. 

Son of man. Remember thy original ho- 
nours! Assert the dignity of thy nature! 
Shake off this pusillanimous dread of death ; 
and seek to fulfil the ends for which thou wert 
sent forth by thy Creator ! T he sentiment 
of a noble mind is, I count not my life dear 
unto mffseify so that I mayfinidi my course with 
jay. To the fimMng of his courscy let every 
one direct his eye ; and let him now appre- 
ciate life according to the value it will be found 
to have when summed up at the close. This 
is the period which brings every tliwig to the 
test. Illusions may formerly have imposed oa 



Digitized by 



Google 



1 20 QK FORTITimE. l«««* ''' 

the world ; may have imposed on the laaii 
himself. But all illusion th^i vanishes. The 
real character comes forth. The estimate of 
happiness is fairly formed. Hence it has been 
Justly said, that no man can be pronounced 
either great of happy, until his last hour come; 
To that last hour, what will bring such Batis^ 
faction or add so much dignity, as the reflec- 
tion on having surmount^ with firmness ail 
the discouragements of the world, and having 
persevered to the end in one uniform course 
of fidelity and honour? We remarked, before^ 
the magnanimous behaviour of the Apostle 
Pau], when he had persecution and distress 
full in view. Hear now the sentiments of the 
same great man, when the time of his last 
suffering apprpached ; and remark the majesty 
and ease with which he looked on death. / 
am now ready to be offered, and the time of my 
departure is at hand. I have fought the good 
fght. I have finished my course. I have l^pt 
the faith. Henceforth there is laid up for/me a 
crown of righteousness."^ How many years of 
life does suc|i a dying moment overbalance ? 
Who would not chuse in this manner to go off 
the stage, with such a song of triumph in his 
mouth, rather than prolong his existence 
through a wretched pld age, stained with sin 
and shame? 

* 2 Timothy, iv. 6, 7* 
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Animated by these considerations, let us 
nourish tkiat fortitude of mind, which is so es- 
sential to a man and a Christian. Let no dis* 
couragement nor danger deter us from doing 
what is right. Through kanaurand dishonour^ 
through good report and had report^ let us pre- 
serve fidelity to our God and our Saviour. 
Though an hqst should encamp against us^ let 
us not fear to discharge our duty. God as- 
sists us in the virtuous conflict ; and will crown 
the conqueror with eternal rewards. Be thou 
faUhJvl unto deaths and I will give thee a crown 
of life. I'o him that overcomethf saith our bless- 
ed Lord, I will grant to sit with me on my throne ; 
even as I also overcame^ and am set down with mjf 
Father on his throne. ^ 

• Rev. ii. 10.— iH. 21. 
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osmnrr* 



1 CoBINtHIANS, XnU 4c. 

Charity envieth not* 

• 
Envy is a sensation of uneasii^ss and dis- 
quiet, arising from the advantages which others 
are supposed to possess above us, accompa- 
nied with malignity towards those who possess 
them. This is universally admitted to be one 
of the blackest passions in the human heart 
In this world we depend much on one another j 
and were therefore formed by God to be mu- 
tually usefol and assisting. The instincts of 
kindness and compassion which bdong to our 
'0?ame, shew how much it was the intention 
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«f)OiDr Crestor that we lAiould be united in 
friendship. If !any infringe this great law of 
xlature^ by acts of cattseless hostility, reseat^ 
metit may justly arise* No one is to be con- 
deinned for defending his rights^ and shewing 
displeasure against a malicious ei^cay. But 
to coneeive ili^will at one who has attacked 
none of our.Aghts^ nor done us any injury, 
solely because he is more prosperous than we 
are> is a^ disposkion altogefther unnatural ;^ it 
•suits not the human constitution, and partakes 
more of the rancour of an eyil spirit Hence 
the diaracter of an envious man is universally 
odious. All diiMxlaim it ; and they who feel 
themselves^ under the influence of this passiolf), 
car^Uy conceal iu 

But it is proper to consider, that among all 
our passions, both good luid bad, there are 
many different gradations. Sometimes they 
swim on the surfisuse of the mind, without pro- 
ducing any internal agitation. They proceed 
no farther than the beginning of passion. 
Allayed by our constitution, or tempered by 
the mixture of other dispositions, they exert 
no considerable influence on the temper. 
Though the character in which envy forms 
the ruling passion, and reigns in all its force, 
be one too odious, I hope, to be common ; 
yet some shade, some tincture, of this evil dhh 
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position mixes with most charsicters in the 
world. It is, perhaps, one of the most pre* 
vailing infirmities to which we are subject; 
Tliere are few but who, at one time or otiiier, 
have found somewhat of this nature stirring 
within them ; some luarking uneasiness in their 
mind, when they looked up to others, who en-;- 
Jojed a greater share, than had fallal to their 
lot, of some advantages which they wished^ 
and thought themselves entitled, to possesa 
Though this should not embitter their dispo»- 
sition ; though it should create the uheaatness 
only, without the malignity of envy ; yet stiH 
it is a disturbed state of mind; and always boiv 
ders upon, if it actually include not, some vi^ 
cious affections. In ordec,' as far as possiUe, 
to remedy this evil, I shall now consider what 
are the most general groimds of the envy 
which men are apt to bear to others ; a'nd shall 
examine what foundation they afford, for any 
d^ree of this troublesome and dangCTOus pas- 
sion. ^The chief grounds of envy may he 

reduced to three : Accomplishments of mind ; 
advantages of birth, ranlc, and fortune ; supe^ 
nor success in worldly pursuits^ 

L Accomplishments, or endowments of the 
mind. The chief endowment for which man 
desires to be valued, is virtue. This unques- 



Digitized by 



Google 



lionably forma tke itiost estimable distinction 
among mankind. Yet this/ which mny ap- 
pear surprising, never forms any ground of 
«fivy^ No man is envied for being more 
just, more generous, m^i^ patient, or forgtv*- 
iiig than others. Thisf may, in part, be owing 
to virtue producing in every one who beh<dd« 
k, that hi^ degree of respect and love which 
esrtuagnishes envy^ But, probably, it is more 
owing to the good opinion which every one 
entertains of his own ihoral qualities Some 
virtues, or at l^ast the seeds of them, he findti 
within his breast. Others he vainly attributes 
to himself. Those in which he is plainly de^ 
ficient, he tmdervaluesy as either not real vir- 
tues, or virttfe* of very inferior rank; and 
rests satisfied that, on the whole, he h as wor- 
thy and i^eSpecitable as his neighbour. 

The case i» difik^nt^ wi€h r^rd to those 
mental abilities. and powers^ which are ascrib- 
ed to others^ As long al these are exerted in 
a sphere of action remote from ours, and not 
brought into competition With talents of the 
same kind, to which we have no pretensions, 
they create no jealousy. They are viewed as 
distant objects, in which we have not any con*- 
cern. It is not imtil they touch our own line, 
and appear to rival us in what we wish to ex- 
cel, that they awaken envy. Even then envy 
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lAy propedy speakiiig, not gmmM m ^t^ 
talents of others* For here too^ :Our aeli^ 
camplaeency brings Us relief; from the pMw 
suaaion that) were we thorougMy known, aod 
full justice done to us^ our ^tjities woidd be 
ibiuid not ii^erior to those of our rivals. Wh^ 
properly ooeasiiNis ^ivy, is the fruit of tte,aeH> 
eompli€^fame»ts of others ; the pre-eminence 
which the opinion of the world bestows^ or 
which we dcead it will bestow^on their talea^ 
above ours. Hence distii^bhed supraioritj 
in genius, learning, eioqtienoe, or any other 
of those various^ arts that attract the notice of 
the world, c^n become painful grounds of 
ettVy ;. not indeed to all indifferently, but to 
those who follow the same line of pursuk. 
M^e rivality5 ini^ired by emulaticw, would 
carry no reproach ; w^e not that rivality join^ 
ed with obliquity, and a mfdignant i^irit ; did 
it n<^ lead to seprd;dietracticm, attd unfair me^ 
thods of dkninishing the reputation of odieoi. 
Too frequently has such a spirit tarnished the 
character of those who soii^ht to shine in the 
dkgaat arts ; and wh<h otherwise^ h^ ^ l^t 
title to fame. Let such as are addicted to this 
infirmity coi^ider how much they degrade 
Uiemselves. Superior merit, of any kind, al- 
ways rests on itsel£ Conscious of what it der 
«eryeS| it disdains low comp^itions and jear 
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lQm\e&. They who we bXxo^ witb envy, efiipe^ 
cially when they allow ite m^i^^it^ to- appeal^ 
oMi^a a Muse of theb.bMhi inferiority y and 
in eSBsxA pay homa^ IbOK that vamk from which 
thiey endeavour to detract 

But in opder to endiciite the patsioa, and 
to CQxe the disqidat which it craatiss, let.aiK^ 
pecsons fiother cooifiiderv how inccmsaderayd 
<fae advantage is^wfaieh their xvmJiB luure gaia-^ 
ad^ hy anysti^eiiortiy Over tfaetau. Tiiey whom 
you envy, ave themselveB infenor to oth»s 
who follow the isame piusuita. For how fewv 
how very few, have reached the summit of ex- 
eelletioe, in the art or study which they culti- 
vate ^ Even that d^ee of excellency which 
they have attained, how aeUbm is it allowed 
to ithem by the world till after tbey die ? Piib«- 
lic applause is the most iluctaating and uneerw 
tain uf all rewands. Admired as they may 
be fcy a circle of their friends, they have to 
look nptoothers^ who stand above them ia 
pnblic (pinion; and nndec^l^e same mortis- 
iicatiomi wbidh you nu&r in looking up to 
theaaoL Coodider whati Idbour it has cost them. 
to ttrrive at that d^reeof eminence they have 
gained ; and, after all their Idiout, how im^ 
perfect th^r reoompence is at last. Within 
what narrow bounds is their fame confined? 
With whid; a number of humiliaitions is it oisxk 
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ed? To bow many are tbey absolutdy im« 
known ? Among those who know them, haw 
many censure and decry them ? iAttend^ 
ing fairly to these consttderaliona^ the ^vions 
might come in the end to discern, that the 
fame acquired by «iy accomplishment of the 
mindi by all that skill can contrive^ or gimiui 
can execute, amounts to no mote than. a 
amall elevation ; raises the possessor to such 
an inconsiderable height above the crowds that 
ethers may, without disquiet, sit down cm- 
tented widi their own mediocrity^ 

II. Advantageis of fortunei duperiority in 
birth^ rank, and riches, even qualificatiosis of 
body and form, become grounds of «ivy. A- 
-mong external advantages, those which relite 
to the body ought certainly, in the comparar 
tive estimation of oiiri^lves and others, to hold 
^the lowest place; as, in the acquisition of 
them we can claim no merit, but must ascribe 
them entirely to the gift of nature. But etivy 
has often, shewed itself here in. full maligmty; 
though a small measure of reflection might 
have discovered that there was little or no 
ground for this passion to arise. It wt>uld 
have proved a blessing to multitudes to have 
wanted those advantages for which they are 
envied How frequently, for inatance, has 
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beaiityihetmyed the possessors of it into man j 
a sn»e, ^nd brought upon them many a dis^ 
ftstdr ? Beheld with apttefid eyes by those who 
%re their rivals, theyv }n the mean time, glow 
wtith no less en^. against others by whom they 
are surpassed ; wliile, in the midst of their 
competitions, jealousies, and concealed enmi* 
ties, the fading flower; i& easily blasted ; short- 
lived at the best, and trifling at any rate, in 
oomparison with the higher and more lasting 
beauties of the, mind. 

But of all the grounds of envy among men, 
sup^iority in rank and fortune is the most 
general. Hence the malignity which the poor 
commonly bear to the rich, as engrossing to 
themselves all the comforts of life. Hence 
the evil eye, with which persons of inferior 
station scrutinize those who are above them in 
rank, and if they approach to that rank, their 
envy is generally strongest against auch as are 
just one step higher than themselves.-— Alas ! 
my friends, all this envious disquietude, which 
agitates theworld, arises from a deceitfulfigure 
which imposes upon the public view. False 
colours are huQg out ; the real state of men is 
not w^t it seems to be. The order of socie^ 
ty requires a distinction of ranks to take place; 
but, in point of happiness, all men come much 
nearer to equality than is commonly imagined; 

VOL, in. I 
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and the drcumstances, which form any matefi* 
al difference of happiness among them, are not 
of that nature which renders them grounds <^ 
envy. The poor man possesses not, it is true, 
some of the conveniences and pleasures : of 
the rich ; but, in return, he is free from many 
embarrassments to which they are subject. 
By the simplicity and unifcHrmity of his life, 
he is delivered from that variety of cares, 
which perplex those who have great affiiirs to 
manage, intricate plans to pursue, numy ene^ 
mies, perhaps, to encounter in the pursuit 
In the tranquillity of his small habitation woA 
private family, he enjoys a peace which is 
often unknown Jat courts. . . The gratificattoisis of 
nature, which are always iha moat satisfac* 
tory, are possessed by him to their iuU ex- 
tent ; and if he be a stranger to the refined 
pleasures of the wealthy, he is unacquainted 
also with the desire of them, and by conse^ 
quence feels no want. His plain meal satis* 
fies his appetite, with a relish, probably higher 
than that of the rich man who sits down to 
his luxurious banquet. His sleep is more 
4Sound ; his health more firm ; he knows not 
what spleen, languor^ or listlessn^s are* His 
accustomed employments or labours ace not 
more oppressive to him, than the labour of 
attendance on courts and the gi;eat, the la* 
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bours c^ dress, the fatigue of amusements, 
&e very weight of idleness, frequently are to 
the rich. lit the meantime, all the beauty of 
the face of nature, all the enjoyments of do« 
mesrtic 90ciety, all the gaiety and cheerfulness 
of ^ an ^sy mind, are tats open to him as to 
thos^ of the highest rank. The splendotur 
of retinuie, the sound of tities, the appearances 
of high respect; are indeed soothing, for a 
abort time, to die great But, become fami-^ 
liar, tibey arei soofa forgotten. Custom effiu^es 
their impression. They sink into the nuik 
of those ordinary things which daily recur, 
widiout raising any sensation of joy. Cease, 
therefore, from looking up with discontent 
and envy to those whom birth orfoitune have 
placed above you. Adjust thebalance of hap* 
piness ftirly. When you think of the enjoy% 
ments you want, think also of the troubles 
from which you are free. Allow their just 
value to the comforts you possess ; and you 
will find reason to rest satisfied, with a very 
moderate, though not an opulent and splen*^ 
did, condition of fortune. Often, did you 
know the whole, you would be inclined to 
•pity the state of those whom you now envy. 

III. Superior success in the course of 
worldly pursuits is a frequent ground of en* 

i2 
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vy. Among all rank* of 4»eQ, competUMBS 
arise. Wherever any r&vditeite .object w pixr^ 
s ued in ^ com moi^^ ^eidbuafles ; seldom . &B - lii 
take place Among thiise who. are equally d^*^ 
aiious of atialnuig it ; ae in that iaaeiehit in-^ 
atance of envy recorded of JkMCfrfi'a :biedMreni 
who kat^ ificir brotiierj beeaiise. their JMmr 
hved him m>re than all the reif . ^ ^^ I epuld 
<^ easily bear/' says one, ^ that some oithen 
^ jihbuld. be more reputable or &mpii% should 
f^ be richer or greater thai!i;L k is but jusi;^ 
^ that this man should enjoy the d|aftinctkNti 
<^ to which. his splendid abilities have. raised 
^ him. It }s natural £br th^ man^ to aoin^ 
^' mand the respeet to which heia eutitled by 
^^his birth or his rank. But when I^ and 
^ another, fanre 'stmrted in .the race of. Ufe, 
^^ upon equaFterms^ and in the saiaiie rank; 
^ that fae^ without any pretennon to uncom<- 
^^ men meritt should have suddenly so far 
^ outstri{^[>ed me ; should have^ engrossed ail 
^^ that public favour to which I am no less 
<^ entitled than he; that is what I cannot 
^^ bear } my blood boils, my spirit i^ells with 
«ff indignadoQ, at this undeserved treatment 
** I have suffered from the world." Cobgh 
plaints of this nature are often made, by 

Digitized by LjOOQIC 



**»«• ^1 OK £KVY. 133 

them who seek to justify the envy which they 
bear td "their thote prosperous Neighbours* 
But if siich pettom wifth not to be thought 
Hn}u6t, let rtie desire them to enquire, whether 
they have been altbgether fair in the compa- 
«son they havei^ade of their own mefit with 
thclt of their rivals ? and whether they have 
not themselves to blame more than the worlds 
for beihg left behind rn the career of for* 
tune? The world h not always blind or 
unjust, itk conferring its fevours. Instances^ 
indeed^ sometimes occur, of deserving persons 
prevented, by a succession of cross incidents, 
from rising into public acceptance. But in 
the ordinary course of things, merit, sooner 
or later, receives a reward, while the greater 
part of men's misfortunes and disappoint^ 
ments can generally be traced to some miscon- 
duct of their owri. Wisdom bringeth to honour : 
The hand of the diligent maketh rich ; and, 
it has been said, not altogether without rea- 
son, that, of his own fortune in life, every 
man is the chief artificer. If Joseph was 
preferred by his father to all his brethren, his 
subsequent conduct shewed how well he merit- 
ed the preference. 

Supposing, however, the world to have 
been unjust, in an uncommon degree, with 
regard to you, this will not vindicate malign i- 
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ty and envy towards a more prosperous com^a 
petitor. You may accuse Ae world ; but 
what reason have you to bear ill-wUl tb hun, 
who has only improved the favour which the 
world shewed him ? If, by means 'that are 
unfair, he has risen, and, to advance himself, 
has acted injuriously by you, resentment is jus« 
tifiable ; but, if you cannot accuse him of any 
such improper conduct, his success alone gives 
no sanction to your envy. You, perhaps, 
prefer thfe enjoytnent of your ease, to the stir 
of a busy, or to the cares of a thoughtful life. 
Retired froto the world, and following your 
favourite inclinations, you were not always at* 
tentive to seize the opportunities which of* 
fered, for doing justice to ypur character, and 
improving your situation. Ought you then 
to complain, if the more attentive and labo- 
rious have acquired whftt you were negligent 
to gain ? Consider^ that if you have obtain- 
ed less pte^rment, you have possessed more 
indulgence and ease. Consider, moreover, 
that the rival to whotti yott look up with re- 
pining eyes, though more fortunate in the 
world, may perhaps, on the whole, not be 
more happy than you. He has all the vicis- 
situdes of the world before him. He may have 
much to encounter, much to suffer, from which 
you are protected by die greater obscurity of 
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jour station. Every situation in'^life has bpth 
a bright and a dark side. Let not your at^ 
tention dwell only oil what is bright on the 
side of those you envy, and dark on your 
own. But bringing into view both sides of 
your respective conditions, estimate fairly the 
sum of felicity. 

Thus I have suggested several considera- 
tions, for evincing the unreasonableness of 
that disquietude which envy raises in our 
breasts; consid^ations, which tend at least 
to mitig9*te and aUay th@ workings of this 
malignant passion, and which, in a sober 
mind, ough^ totally to extinguish it. The 
scope of jthe whol^ has been to pivomote, in 
every one^ jrontpntment wjth his own state. 
Many arguiiient^ of a different nature may be 
employed against envy ; some taken from its 
sinful and criminal nature j somie from the misr- 
chiefs to which it gives rise in th:(g world ; 
others, from the misery which it produces to 
him who nourishes this viper in his bosom. 
But undoubtedly, the most efficacipus argu- 
ments are such as shew, that the circumstan* 
ces of others, compared with our own, afford no 
ground for envy. The mistaken ideas which 
are entertained of the high importance of 
certain worldly advantages and distinctions, 
ibrip the principal cause of our repining at 
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owf own lo^and envyieg that of others. - To 
tmogB light in themselves, our imaglniatioti 
has added undue weight. Did we allow re« 
flection and wisdom to correot the pr^udices 
.which we have imbibed) and to disperse those 
phantoms of our own creating, the gloom 
which overcasts us would gradually vailisb» 
Together with ripturning contentment, the sky 
would clear up, and every object brighten a^ 
round us. It is in the suUen and dark shade 
of discontent, that noxious passions, like ve- 
nomous animals, breed and prey upon the 
heart. 

Envy is a p{^sion of so odious a nature, that 
not only it is concealed as much as possible 
from the world, but every man is glad to dis^ 
s^mbie the appearances of it to his own heart. 
Hence it is apt to grow upon him unperceiv- 
ed. Let him who is desirous to keep his 
heart chaste and pure from its influence, ex- 
amine himself strictly on those dispositions 
which he bears towards his prosperous neigh- 
"hours, I)oes he ever view, with secret un- 
easiness, the merit of others rising into no^ 
tice and distinction? Does he hear their 
praises with unwilling ear? Does he feel an 
^nclinotiion tQ depreciate what he dares not 
openly •bla.me? When obliged to commend, 
does his cold and aukward approbation insi- 
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nuate hid belief of sotae unknown defects ii^ 
the applauded character ? From such symp- 
toms fts these he may infl^r that the disease of 
envy is i5»rmlng ; that the poison is beginning 
td spredd its infeeiion over his heart; 

TTie causes that noui-ish envy are princi-* 
pally two ; and two which, very frequently, 
operate in conjunction ; these are, pride and 
indolence. The connection of pride with en- 
vy, is obvious and direct. ITie high value 
which the proud set on their own merit, the 
unreasonable claims which they form on the 
world, and the injustice which they suppose 
to be done to them by any preiference given 
to others, are perpetual sources, first of dis- 
content, and next of envy. • Wheh ihdolence 
is joined to pride, the disease of the mind be- 
comes more inveterate and incurable. Pride 
leads men to claim more than they deserve. 
Indolence prevents them from obtaining what 
they might justly claim. Disappointments 
follow ; and spleen, malignity, and envy rage 
within them. The proud and indolent are 
always envious. Wrapt up in their own im- 
portance, they sit still, and repine, because 
others are more prosperous than they ; while, 
with all their high opinion of themselves, 
they have done nothing either to deserve, or 
to acquire prosperity. As, therefore, we valuq 
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our virtue, or our peace, 1^ us guard against 
these two evil dispositions of mind. Let us 
be modest in our esteem, and, by dilig^ice 
and industry, study to acquire the esteem of 
others. So shall we shut up the avenues that 
lead to many a bad passion ; and shall learn, 
in whatsoever state we are^ therewith to be 
content. 

Finally, in order to subdue envy, let us 
bring often into view those religious consider- 
ations which regard us particularly as Chris- 
tians. Let us remember how unworthy we 
are in the sight of God ; and how much the 
blessings which each of us enjoy, are beyond 
what we deserva Let us nourish reverence 
and submission to that Divine Govemm^it, 
whidi has appointed to every one such a coht 
dition in the world as is fittest for him to 
possess. Let us recollect how opposite the 
Christian spirit is to envy ; and what sacred 
obligations it lays upon us, to walk in love 
and cl)<arity toward^ one another. Indeed, 
wlien we reflect on the many miseries which 
abound in human life ; on the scanty propor- 
tion of happiness which any man is here al- 
lowed to enjoy; on the small difference which 
the diversity of fortune makes on that scanty 
proportion ; it is surprising that envy should 
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ever have been a prevalent passion among 
men, much more that it should have prevail^ 
ed among Christians* Where so much is su£> 
fered in common^ little room is left for envy* 
There is more occasion for pity and sympa^ 
thy^ and inclination to assist each other^ To 
our own good endeavours for rectifying our 
dispositions, let us not forget to add serious 
prayers to the Author of our being, that he 
who made the heart of man, and knows all its 
infirmities, would thoroughly purify our hearts 
from a passion so bade and so criminal, as en^ 
vy. Create in mcj^ Godj a clean heart g and 
renew a right spirit within me. Search me^ 
and know my hearU Try me, and know my 
thoughts. See if there be any wicked way in 
me, and^ leati me in the way everlastings * 

* Ps. li. 1(K— cxxxix. 23, 94. 
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SERMON IX. 



ON IDIXNCSS* 



Matthew, xk. G. * 
Whtf stand ye here all the day idl&f 



It is an observation which naturally occurs, 
and has b^en often made, that all the repre- 
sentations of the Christian life in Scripture 
are taken from active scenes ; from carrying 
on a warfare, running a race, striving to enter 
in at a strait gate; and, as in this context, 
labouring in a vineyard. Hence the conclu- 
sion plainly follows^ that various active duties 
are required of the Christian ; and that sloth 
and indolence are inconsistent with his hope 
of heaven. 
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ppil^iop ha? pr^v^led, th^t ^Jie perfecljipa pf 
r^JigiQ^ w# tQ be fpand in tbo^e monei^tic re- 
tread wb^m mpy Witiv^ ftioction of civil life 
was^ fei>l*Uy ejuBludo^ : aod tbp wboJe tiiniQ of 
nhm fiU^Mip^ witb exerQip^ Qf di^votioop 
Tbey f<Ab<7 b<?W wch ppipions iproceed on tbe 
aiippositHM^ thM^ r^llgiop ba9 little or no cch}^ 
<;^rn'Wttb tb^'Ordjinary affairs of the world;; 
that its, dii|iei5 9tand apart by (b^Hiselv^e^ and 
ynipgl^n^ttD the iotercouri^ which m^n bavf^ 
with P»^ 9^Qtb?r. ' The p^rf^ct Christian waf 
itnapn^d M> Uve a sprt of angelic lifet sequesr 
ter^ fr(^ thet b^^nesa or pleasures of thiis 
pontempUbl^ stat?. The gospel,, on the conr 
traryi represents th^ religion of Christ, as in^ 
tended for tb^ benefit of human society. It 
assumes nien as engaged in the business qf 
4i€tive life i apd directs its e;s:hortations, accoi;^ 
dingly, to all ;'anks and atations ; to> the mar 
gistrate and the subject, tft the master and the 
servant, to the ric^ and the poor, to them that 
buy and them that sell, them that we and th^m 
thi(t 4fbu90 the world. Some duti^ai indeed, r^h 
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<juire privacy and retreat Btsttheiiioatimpor- 
tantmiistbe perfonnedintbemidstof tke w^ 
where we are commanded toliAtne as lightSi aHd 
iy our good works to glorify our Fitther which is 
in heaven. This world, as the content repre-^ 
isents it, is God's vineyard, where each of' us 
has a task assigned him to perform. In every 
station, and at every period of life, labour is re- 
quired. At the thiid, the sixth, or the eleventh 
hour, we are commanded to work, if we woiild 
not incur, from the great Lord of the vineyard, 
this reproof. Why stand ye herb "all the day 
idle?^^We may, I confess, be busy about 
many things, and yet be found negligent of 
the One thing needful. We may be very ac- 
tive, and, withal, very ill employed. But 
though a person may be industrious without 
-being religious, I must at the same time ad- 
monish you that no man can be idle without 
being sinful. This I shall endeavour to shew 
in the sequel of the discourse ; wherein I pur- 
pose to reprove a vice which is too common 
among all ranks of men. Superiors admonish 
their inferiors, and parents tell their children, 
that idleness is the mother of every sin ; 
while, in their own practice, they often set 
the example of what they reprobate severely 
in others. I shall study to shew, that the idle 
tnan is, in every view, both foolish and crimi- 
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nal ; that he neither liyes to God; nor Hves 
to the world j nor lives to himself. ' 

I. He lives not to God. The great and 
wise Creator certainly does nothing in vain, 
A small measure of reflection might convince 
every one, that for some useful purpose he 
was sent into the world. The nature of man 
bears ho mark of insignificancy, or neglect. 
He is placed at the head of all things here be- 
low. He is furnished with a great prepcu'a- 
tion of faculties and powers; He is ailight^ 
ened by reason with many important discover 
ries; even taught by revelation to consider 
himself as ransomed, by the death of Christ, 
from misery ; and intended to rise, by gradual 
advances, to a still higher ra^nk in the universe 
of God. In such a situation, thus distinguish^^ 
ed, thus favoured and assisted by his^ Creator, 
can be hope to be forgiven, if he aim at no 
improvement, if he pursue no useful design, 
live for no other purpose but to indulge in 
3loth, consume the fruits of the earth, and to 
apend his days in ar dream of vanity ? Exist* 
ence is a sacred trust; and he who thus mis- 
employs and squanders it away, is treacher- 
ous to its Author. .! ■ Look around you, and 
you will behold the whole universe full of ac- 
tive powers. Action is, to speak so, the ge- 
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system of bf^iog }9 presejryed w vig^urt . By 
its different parts always acting in subordina- 
tion <w^ to.itfiotJi«r, tlie perr£action of. the 
\yhi9le is c$rri«d on* The beavenly bodies 
pei!p0;ually revojve. Day and ni^t incesr 
Mtitly repeat their appointed course. Com 
tipual op^rations^ ate going on in the earth, 
and in the waters* Nothing stmda stilL All 
is alive and stirriftg throughout the.univiersa 
— In the midst, of: this aniiuatod «nd busy 
scene 19 roan alone to remain idle in his place? 
Belongs it to hims to be the sole inactive and 
slothful being in the creation, when he has so 
much allotted him to do ; when in so many 
various way9 he might improve his own. na* 
ture; might advance the glory of the God who 
made him, ^ad contribute his part to the ge« 
neral good ? 

Hardly is tliere. any feeling of the human 
heart more natural^ or more universal, than 
that of our being accountable to God. It is 
what the most profligate can never totally 
erase.^ Almost dl nations have agreed in the 
belief^ that there is to come some period when 
the Almighty will act as the Judge of his crea- 
tures. Presentiments of this, work in every 
breast. Conscience has already erected a tri- 
bunalt on which it anticipates the sentence 
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which at that p^iod shall be passed. Before 
this tribunal let us son^etimes place ourselves 
in serious thought, and consider what account 
we are prepared to give 0f our conduct to 
Him who made us. << I placed you," the 
great Judge may then be supposed to say, ** ict 
" a station where you had many occasions for 
" action, and many opportunities of improve^ 
*« ment. You were taught, and you knew 
" your duty. Throughout a course of years, 
<* I continued your life. I surrounded you 
*^ with friends to whom you might be useful. 
*** I gave you health, ease, leisure, and various 
" advantages of situation,— ^ Where are the 
«♦ fruits of those tajents which you possessed? 
«« What good have you done with them to 
<« yourselves ? What good to others ? How 
** have you filled up your place or answered 
«* your destination in the world? Produce 
** some evidence of your not having existed 
** altogether in vain/'-«—Let such as are now 
mete blanks in the world, and a burden to the 
earth, think what answer they will give to thosQ 
ftwfiil questions* 

IL The idle live not to the world and their 
fellow creatures around them^ any more than 
they do to God. Had any man a title to stand 
alone, and to be independent of his fellows » 



Digitized by 



Google 



346 pN IDLENESS. [iEaM.t 

he might then consider himself at liberty to 
indulge in solitary ease and sloth, without 
being responsible to others for the manner in 
which he chose to live. But on the face of 
the earth there is no such person, from the 
king on his throne, to the beggar in his cot- 
tage. We are all connected with one another 
by various relations j which create a chain of 
mutual dependence, reaching from the high- 
est to the lowest station in society. The order 
and happiness of the world cannot be main- 
tained, without perpetual circulation of active 
duties and offices, which all are called upoif 
to perform in their turn. Superiors are no 
more independent of their inferiors, than these 
inferiors are of them. Each have demands 
and claims upon the other ; and he, who, in 
any situation of life, refuses to act his part, 
and to contribute his shajre to the gener^ stock 
of felicity, deserves to be proscribed from so- 
ciety as an unworthy member. If any man 
mil not workj says the Apostle Paul, neither 
should he eat. * If he will do nothing to ad- 
vance the purposes of society, he has no title 
to enjoy the advantages of it. 

It is sometimes supposed, that industry and 
diligence are duties required of the poor alone, 

* 2 Thess. iii. 10. 
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and that riches confer the privilege of being 
idle. This is so far from being justified by 
reason, how often soever it may obtain in fact, 
that the higher one is raised in the world, his 
obligation to be useful is proportionably in- 
creased. The claims upon him from various 
quarters multiply. The sphere of his active 
duties widens on every hand. Even supposing 
him exempted from exerting himself in behalf 
of his inferiors, supposing the relation between 
superiors and inferiors. abolished, the relation 
among equals must still subsist. If there be 
no man, however high in . rank, who stands 
not frequently in need of the good offices of 
.his friends, does he think that he owes no- 
thing to them in return ? Can he fold his 
arms in selfish indolence, and expect to be 
served by others, if he will not exert himself 
in doing service to any ? Were there no 
other call to industry, but the relation in 
which every one stands to his own family, the 
remembrance of this alone should make the 
man of idleness blush. Pretends he to love 
those with whom he is connected by the dear- 
est ties, and yet will he not bestir himself for 
their guidance, their support, or their advance- 
ment in the world ? — How immoral, and cruel, 
is the part he acts, who slumbers in sensual 
ease, while the wants and demands of a help^ 
k2 
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less &mily cry aloud, but cry ia vain, for hiir 
vigorous exertions ? Is this a husband, is this 
a father, that deserves to be honoured with 
those sacred names ? Hjow many voices vn\l 
he lifted up against him at the last day ! Let 
such persons remember the awful word» io 
Scripture, and tremble. It is written, in the 
First Epistle to Timothy^ the fifth chapter and 
eighth verse. If any provide not for hU awn^ 
and especially for those of hie 07am house^ he^ 
hath denied the faith^ and is worse them an in* 
fideL 

III. The idle man lives not to himself 
with any more advantage than he lives to the 
world. It is indeed on a supposition entirely 
opposite, that persons of this character pro- 
ceed They imagine that, how deficient so- 
ever they may be in point of duty, they at 
least consult their own satisfaction. They 
leave to others the drudgery of life ; and be* 
take themselves, a& they think, to the quarter 
of enjoyment and ease. Now, in contradic- 
tion to this, I assert, and hope to prove, that 
the idle man, first, shuts the door against all 
improvement ; next, that he opens it wide to 
every destructive folly; and, lastly, that he 
excludes, himself from the true enjoyment ei 
pleasure* 
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Mrsty He shuts the door against improve-f 
ment of every kind, whether of mind, body or 
fortune. The law of our nature, the condition 
under which we are placed from our birth, is, 
that nothing good or gre^t is to be acquired 
without toil and industry. A price is ap- 
pointed by Prtovidence to be p«^id for every 
Ihing } and the price of improvement is la- 
bour. Industry may, indeed, be sonietinres 
disappointed. The race may not b^ always 
to the swift^ nor the batik to the strong. But, 
^t the same time, it is certain th^t, in thi^ or- 
dinary course of things, without strength, the 
battle cannot be gained ; without swiftness, 
the race cannot be run with sucqess. In all 
labour^ says the wise tnan, there is profit ; but 
the soul of the sluggard destreth^ and hath no^ 
ihing. * If we consuljt either the improve- 
ment of the mind, or the health of the body, it 
is well known that exercise is the great instru- 
ment of promoting both. Sloth enfeebles 
equally the bodily and the mental powers. 
As in the animal system it engenders di^^^^^y 
so on the faculties of the soi^l it brings a fatal 
rust, which corrodes and wastes theto ; which, 
in a short time, reduces the brightest genius 
to the same level with the meanest undefT 

♦ Prov. xiv. 2S ; xiii. f • 

i.. 
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standing. The great differences which take 
place among men, are not owing to a distinc*^ 
tion, that nature has made in their original 
powers, so much as to the superior diligence 
with which some have improved these powers 
beyond others. To no purpose do we pos^ 
sess the seeds of many great abilities, if they 
are suffered to lie dormant within us. It is 
not the latent possession, but the active ex- 
ertion of them, which gives them merit. 
Thousands whom indolence has sunk into 
contemptible obscurity, might have come for- 
ward to the highest distinction, if idleness had 
not frustrated the effect of all their powers. 

Instead of going on to improvement, all 
things go to decline with the idle man. His 
character falls into contempt. His fortune 
IS consumed. Disorder, confusion, and em- 
barrassment, mark his whole situation. Ob- 
serve in what lively colours the state of his 
affairs is described by Solomon. / went by 
the field of the slothfid^ and by the vineyard of 
the man void of understanding : and lo ! it was 
all grown over with thorns; and nettles had 
covered the face thereof: and the stone wall 
thereof was broken down. Then I saw and 
considered it well : I looked upon it and r^ceiv^ 
ed instruction. * In the midst, too, of those 

* Prov. xxiv, 30, 31, 32. 
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distresses that idleness brings an its votaries, 
they must submit to innumerable mortifica- 
tions, which never fail to attend their shame- 
ful conduct. They must reckon on seeing 
themselves contemned by the virtuous and 
wise, and slighted by the thriving part of man- 
kind. They must expect to be left behind by 
every competitor for rank or fortune. They 
will be obliged to humble themselves before 
persons, now far their superiors in the world, 
whom, once, they would have disdained 
to acknowledge as their equals. " ■ Is it in 
thils manner that a man lives to himself? 
Are these the advantages which were expected 
to be found in the lap of ease ? The down 
may ^t first have appeared soft : But it will 
soon be found to cover thorns innumerable. 
ffofv long wilt thou sleep, O sluggard ? When 
wilt thou arise out of thy sleep ? Yet a little 
sleep, yet a little slumber, a little folding of the 
hands to sleep. So shall thy poverty come as one 
that travelleth: and thy want as an armed man. ^ 

■ .But this is only a small part of the evils 
which persons of this debcription bring on 
themselves: For, 

In the second place. While in this manner 
they shut the door against every improvement, 

* Prov, xxiv. 33, 34. 
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jthey opeii it wide to the most destructive vices 
and follies. The human mind cann<^ remain 
j»lways unemployed. Its passions must have 
some exercise. If we supply them not with 
proper employment, they are sure to run loose 
into riot and disorder* While we are unoc- 
cupied by what is good, evil is continually at 
hand ; and hence it is said in Scripture, that 
as soon as Satan found the house empty ^ he 
took possession, and filled it with evil spirtis.* 
Every man who recollects his conduct, may be 
satisfied, that his hours of idleness have always 
proved the hours most dangerous to virtue. 
It was then that criminal desires arose ; guilty 
pursuits were suggested ; and designs were'" 
formed, which, in their issue, have disquieted 
and embittered his whole life* If seasons ^f 
idleness be dangerous, what must a contintfK^ 
habit of it prove ? Habitual indolence, by a 
silent and secret progress, undermines every 
virtue in the soul. More violent passions run 
their course, and terminate. They are like 
rapid torrents, which foam imd swell, and bear; 
down every thing before them. But a&fsr 
having overflowed their banks^ their impfiiWD* 
Bity subsides. They return by degrees into 
their natural channel ; and the damage whk^ 

* Matt. Ku. 4f<. 
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ihey have done can be repaired. Sloth is lil^e 
the slawly-flowing putrid stream^ which stag* 
nates in the marshy breeds venomous animals^ 
and poisonous plants ; aikl infects with pestir 
lential v^^urs the whole country round it. 
Having once tainted the soul, it leaves no part 
of it sound ; and at the same time gives not 
those aUurms to consciencei which the ,^ap* 
tions of bolder and fiercer emotions often oc^ 
casion. The disease which it brings on, is 
creeping and insidious ; and is, on that «c« 
count, more certainly mortal* 

One const^mt effect of idleness is, to nouf 
risb die passions, and of course, to heighten 
our demands for gratification ; while it ttn« 
%.ppily withdraws from us the proper means 
t^ gratifying these demands. If the desires c^ 
the industrious man be set upon opulence or 
ran]^ upon the conveniences or the splendmir 
of life, he can accomplish his desires by me^ 
thods which are fair and allowable* The idl^ 
man has tlie same desires with the industri-* 
ous, but not the same resources for compass* 
ijqg his ends by honourable meians* He must 
therefore turn himself to seek by fraud, or by 
violence, what he ^annot submit to acquire by 
industry. Hence the origin of those multi- 
plied crimes to which idleness is daily giving 
birth in the world ; and which contributes so 
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much to violate the order, and to disturb the 
peace of society. — In general, the children of 
idleness may be ranked under two denomina- 
tions or classes of men ; both of whom may, 
too justly, be termed, The children of the 
deviL Either incapable of any effort, they are 
such as sink into absolute meanness of cha- 
racter, and contentedly wallow with the drun* 
kard and debauchee, among the herd of the 
sensual, until poverty overtake them, or dis- 
ease cut them off: Or they are such as, re- 
taining some remains of vigour, are impelled^ 
by their passions, to venture on a desperate 
attempt for retrieving their ruined fortunes. 
In this case, they employ the art of the frau- 
dulent gamester to ensnare the unwary. Thejf 
issue forth with the highwayman to plunder 
on the road ; or with the thief and the robber, 
they infest the city by night. From this dass, 
our prisons are peopled ; and by them the 
scaffold is furnished with those melancholy 
admonitions, which are so often delivered 
from it to the crowd. Such are frequently the 
tragical, but well-known consequences of the 
vice against which I now warn you. 

• 
In the thirdy and last place, How danger- 
ous soever idleness may be to virtue, are there 
not pleasures, it may be said, which attend it? 
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is there not ground to plead, that it brings ar 
release from the oppressive cares of the world ; 
and soothes the mind with a gentle satisfac- 
tion, which is not to be found amidst the toils 
of a busy and active life ? This is an ad- 
vantage which, least of all others, we admit it 
to possess. In behalf of incessant labour, no 
man contends. Occasional release from toil, 
and indulgence of ease, is what nature de- 
mands, and virtue allows. But what we assert 
is, that nothing is so great an enemy to the 
lively and spirited enjoyment of life, as a re- 
laxed and indolent habit of mind. He who 
knows not what it is to labour, knows not 
what it is to enjoy. The felicity of human 
life depends on the regular prosecution of 
some laudable purpose or object, which keeps 
awake and enlivens all our powers. Our hap- 
piness consists in the pursuit, much more than 
in the attainment, of any temporal good. Rest 
is agreeable ; but it is only from preceding 
labours that rest acquires its true relish. When 
the mind is suffered to remain in continued 
inaction, all its powers decay. It soon lan- 
guishies and sickens ; and the pleasures which 
it proposed to obtain from rest, end in tedi- 
ousness and insipidity. To this, let that mi- 
serable set of men bear witness, who, after 
spending great part of their life in active in- 
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dustry^ have retired to what they faneied was 
to be a pleasing enjoyment of themselves in 
wealthy inactiyitytand profound repose. Where 
they expected to find an elysium, they have 
found nothing but a dreary and comfortless 
waste. Their days have dragged on^ in uni-* 
form languor; with the melandioly remem-» 
brance often returning, of the cheerful hours 
they passed, when they were engaged in the 
honest business and labours of the world. 

We appeal to every one who has the least 
knowledge or observation of life, whether the 
busy, or the idle^ have the most agreeable en* 
joyment of themselves ? Ccmipare them in 
their families* Compare them in the societies 
with which they mingle ; and remark, which 
of them discover most cheerfulness and gaiety ; 
which possess the most regular flow of spirits ; 
whose temper is most equal ; whose good hu* 
mour most unclouded. While the active and 
diligent both enliven and enjoy society, the 
idle are not only a burden to themselves, but a 
burden to those with whom they are connect- 
ed ; a nuisance to all whom they oppress with 
their company. On whom does time hang so 
heavy, as on the slothful and lazy ? To whom 
are the hours so lingering ? Who are so often 
devoured with spleen, or obliged to fly to 

every expedient which can help them to get 
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lid of themsekee? Insteadf of produci»g tran- 
quillity, incblence produces a fretful restless* 
Bess of mind ; gives tise toict^vings which are 
Berer satisfied ; noarishes a sickly efiemiirate 
delicacy^ which sounsi audi corrapts- every plea* 
•ure« 

Skioogh; has naw b^n< said to c<!>nvince 
evicary thinking perao»^ c^tiie folly, the guilty 
Mid the misecy^ of nb idle state. Let these 
tdmoBkiooa stir us up, la exert ours^ves in 
oi^ differjenit ocenpadcmsy witb that virtuous 
activity which becomes men and Chpistians* 
Let us arise imm the bed of sloth ; distribute 
our time with a^eniMfik and care ; and im^ 
prove to advantage the opportunities which 
Providence has bestowed. The material bo- 
aiuesa in which que several stations engage us, 
may often prove not sufficient to occupy the 
whole of our time and attention^ In the life 
even of busy men, there are frequent intervals 
of leisure. Let them take care, that into these, 
none of the vices of idleness creep. Let some 
secondary, some subsidiary employment, of 
fair and laudable kind, be always at hand to 
fill up those vacant spaces of life, which too 
many assign either to corrupting amusements, 
or to mere inaction. We ought never to for- 
get, that entire idleness always borders either 
on misery or on guilt. 
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At the same time, let the course of our 
employments be ordered in such a manner, 
that in carrying, them on, we maybe also pro- 
moting our eternal interest With the busi- 
ness of the world let us properly intermix 
the exercises of devotion. By religious du-? 
ties and virtuous actions, let us study to pre- 
pare ourselves for a better world. In the midst 
of our labours for this life, it is never to be for- 
gotten, that we must ^rst seek the kingdom of 
.God, and his righteousness ; and give diligenct 
to make our calling ond election sure. Other- 
.wise, how active soever we may seem to be, 
our whole activity will only prove a laborious 
idleness : We shall appear, in the end, to 
have been busy to no purpose, or to a pur- 
pose worse than none. Then only we fulfil 
,the character of Christians, when we join 
that pious zeal, which becomes us as the ser- 
vants of God, with that industry which is re- 
. quired of us, as good members of society ; 
when, according to the exhortation of the 
Apostle, we are found not slothful in business^ 
and, at the same time, fervent in spirits serv^ 
ang the Lard. * 

* Rom. xii. 11. 
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ON THE SENSE OF THE DIVINE PRESENCE. 



Psalm Ixxiii. 23. 
/ am continually with thee. 

We live in a world which is full of Divine 
presence and power. We behold every where 
around us the traces of that supreme good* 
ness which enlivens and supports the universe. 
Day uttereth speech of it to-day; and night 
sheweth knowledge of it to-night. Yet, sur- 
rounded as we are with the perfections of 
God, meeting him wherever we go, and call- 
ed upon by a thousand objects, to confess his 
presence, it is both the misfortune and the 
crime of a great part of mankind that they 
are strangers to Him, in whose world they 
dwell. Occupied with nothing but their pur- 
suits of interest and pleasure, they pass through 
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this world as though God were not there: 
The virtuous and reflecting are particularly 
distinguished from the giddy and dissolute^ 
by that habitual sense of the divine presence 
which characterises the former. To them, 
nothing appears void of God. They con- 
template his perfections in the works of na- 
ture ; and they trace his Providence in the 
incidents of life. When retired from the 
world, he often employs their meditation. 
When engaged in action, he always influences 
their conduct Wherever a pious man is, or 
whatever he does, in the style of the text, he 
is continually with God. 

The happy effect of this sentiment on the 
heart, is fully displayed in the text. We see 
it allaying all the disquiet which the Psalmist, 
in the preceding verses, describes himself to 
have suffered on account of the prosperity of 
the wicked. The first reflection which re- 
stored tranquillity to his mind, was the remem- 
brance of the presence of God. Nevertheless 
lam continually with thee; thou hast holden me by 
my right hand. He became sensible, that what- 
ever distresses the righteous might suffer for 
a time, they could not fail of being compen* 
sated in the end, by that Almighty Protector, 
whose propitious presence ever continued to 
surround him. Whereupon follow those me* 



Digitized by 



Google 



ISAh; 10.1 OF THE DIVIRB PRESENCE. I6l 

morabla expressions of his trust and joy in 
God. Thou shalt guide me mlh thy cmnsel^ 
Mnd (^enMrds receive me to glory. Whom have 
I in heaven but thee f and there is none upon 
forth I desire besides thee. 

There are principally two effects, whicl^ 
the sense of the Divine {>re8etice is fitted to 
produce upon men. One is,, to restrain .then) 
from vice ; the other to encourage their vir- 
tue. Its operation, as ^ check upon the sin«« 
ner, is obvious. The perpetual presence of 
so powerful and venerable a witness, is one 
of the mo^t awful considerations which can 
be addressed to the dissolute. It^ ren^oves all 
the security which secrecy can be supposed to 
give to cringes. It aggravates the guilt of 
them, from* being committed in the face of 
the Almighty ; and has power to isftrike ter- 
ror into the heart of the greatest criminal, in 
the midst of his misdeeds. While this prin- 
ciple of religion thus checks and terrifies the 
sinner, it produces also another effect, that 
pf strengthening, and comfbrdng the good 
man, in the practice of his duty. It is the. 
influence of the Divine presence on good men, 
which, in consequence of the Psalmist's senti- 
ment, I propose to consider. To their cha- 
racter it belongs to be continuaUy with Qod. 
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I shall endeavour to show the high benefit and 
comfort which they derive from such a habit 
of mind; and shall, for this end, first con- 
sider their internal moral state; and next, 
view them as they are affected by several of 
the external accidents and situations of life. 

Let us begin with considering them in their 
internal state. The belief of Divine presence 
acts upon them here, first, as an incitement 
to virtue. The presence of one whom we 
highly esteem and revere, of a sovereign for in- 
atance, a father, or a friend, whose approba* 
tion we are solicitous to gain, is always found 
to exalt the powers of men, to refine and im- 
prove their behaviour. Hence it has been 
given as a rule, by ancient moralists, that in 
order to excel in virtue, we should propound 
tOsOurselves some person of eminent and dis- 
tinguished worth, and should accustom our- 
selves to act, as if he were standing by, and 
beholding us. To the esteem and approba- 
tion of their fellow-creatures, none are insen- 
sible. There are few who, in the conspicu- 
ous parts qf their life, when they know the 
eyes of the public to be fixed on them, act 
not their part with propriety and decorum. 
But what is the observation of the public ; 
what is the presence of the greatest or wisest 
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men on earth, to that presence of the Divini- 
ty which constantly surrounds us ? The man 
who realizes to his mind this august presence, 
feels a constant incentive for Acquitting him- 
self with dignity. He views himself as placed 
oh an illustrious theatre. To have the Al- 
mighty for the spectator and witness of his 
conduct, is more to him than if the whole 
world were assembled to observe him. Men 
judge often falsely, always imperfectly, of what 
passes before them. They are imposed on by 
specious appearances ; and the artful carry 
away the praise which is due to the deserving. 
Even supposing them to judge fairly, we may 
want the opportunity of doing justice to our 
character by any proper display of it in th^ 
sight of the world. Our situation may bury 
in obscurity those talents and virtues which 
were entitled to command the highest esteem. 
But He, in whose presence the good man acts, 
is both an impartial, and an unerring, judge 
of worth. No fallacious appearances impose 
on him. No secret virtue is hidden from 
him. He is attentive equally to the meanest 
and the greatest, and his approbation confers 
eternal rewards. The man, therefore, who 
sets the Lord always before him^ is prompted 
to excel in virtue by motives which are pe- 
culiar to himself, and which engage, on the 

l2 
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Side of duty, both honour and interest. / 
Jiav^ kept thy precepts and thy testimonies ; faff 
qU my mays are before theeJ^ 

Sappoi^ingt however, bis virtuous endea- 
vQurs to be faithful, many imparfections will 
attend themt A faultless t^ior of unblemish* 
^ life is beyond the reach of man. Passions 
will sometimes overoome him ; and ambition 
f>r interest, in an unguarded hour, will turn 
him aside imto evil. Hence he will be asham<- 
ed of him sell, and disquieted by a sense of 
guilt and folly. In this state, to which we are 
often reduced by the weakness of human na* 
ture, the belief of God's continual presence 
brings relief to the heart. It acted be&re as 
an animating principle. It now acts as a prin- 
ciple of comfort. In the midst of many im- 
perfections, a virtuous man appeals to his Si- 
vine witness, for the sincerity of his inten- 
tions. He c^n appeal to him who knows his 
frame^ that, in the general train of his conr 
duct, it is his study to keep the law of God. 

Mere law, among men, is rigid and inflexi- 
ble. As no human lawgiver can look into 
the hearts of his subjects, he cannot, even 
though he were ever present with them, esti- 



* Psalm 0xix. 169^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



$iMi. 10.3 OF THE DlvmC PBCSENCE. 165 

lAate their chftract^r exactly. He can make 
no aUorwance for particular situations. He 
must prescribe the same terms to all whom he 
rules { and treat all alike, accoi*ding to their 
outward actions. But every minute diversity 
of character^ temper5 and situation, is knowtt 
to God It is not only from what his servant! 
do^ but from what they seek to do, that he 
forms bis judgment of them. He attends to 
all those circumstances which tender the trial 
of their virtue, at any tinte^ peculiarly hard. 
He hears the whisper of devotion as it rises 
in the ten). He beholds the tear of contritioA 
which fallft in secret. He sees the good in-^ 
tehtion struggling ih its bwth ^ and pursues it^ 
in its pndgress, through those vstrious obstaclea 
which mtj prevent it from ripening into ac* 
tion. Good meta, therefore, in their most 
humbled and dejected state, draw sdme conso- 
lation from his knowledge of their hearts 
Though they JMay soMetimeilmve erred from 
the right path, they am look up to Him Wh© 
is ever with them, axul say, as an apostle, whoi 
had grievously offended, once said to his great 
Master, Lordy than knowestall things; thou 
knowest that I love ihee.^ 
Appealing thus to their omniscient witness^ 

♦ John, xxi, 17. * 
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they are naturally soothed and encouraged 
by the hope of his clemency. At the same 
time, it is the peculiar advantage of this ^en-* 
timent of the Divine Presence, that it prevents- 
such hope from flattering them too much, or* 
rising into undue presumption. For, while 
it encourages, it tends also to humble, a pious 
man. If it encourage him, by the reflection 
on all his good dispositions being known and 
attended to by God, it humbles him, by the 
remembrance, that his secret sins also are ever 
in the light of the Divine countenance. So 
that, by dwelling under the sense of God being 
continually with us, we keep alive the proper 
temper of a Christian iii the soul ; humility 
without dejection ; fear, mingled with hope. 
We are cheered, without being lifted up. We 
feel ourselves obnoxious to the all-observing 
eye of justice ; but are comforted with the 
thoughts of that mercy, which, through Jesus 
Christ, the discerner of all Hearts, is held forth 
to. the sincere and penitent. Such are. the 
blessed effects which this principle of religion 
produces upon the inward moral state of af 
good man. Let us now^ 

In the second place, consider his external 
0ircumstances ; and examine the influence 
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Tvhich the same principle has upon his happi- 
ness, ih several different situations, of life. 

Let us first view him in what the world 
calls prosperity ; when his circumstances are 
easy or affluent, and his life flows in a smooth 
untroubled stream. Here, it might be thought^ 
that a sense of the Divine presence could ope- 
rate upon him only, or chiefly, for promoting 
temperance, and restraining the disorders in- 
cident to a prosperous state. Valuable effects, 
indeed, these are ; and most conducive to the 
true enjoyment of all that is agreeable in life. 
But though it, doubtless, does exert this salu- 
tary influetice, yet it stops not there. It not 
only preserves the virtue of a good man a- 
midst the temptations of pleasure, but it gives 
to his prosperity a security, and a peculiar re- 
lish, which to others is unknown. He who is 
without a sense of God upon his mind, beholds 
in human affairs nothing but a perpetual fluc- 
tuation, and vicissitude of events. He is sur- 
rounded with unknown causes, which may be 
working his destruction in secret. He cannot 
avoid perceiving, that there hangs over him 
the irresistible arm of that Providence, whose 
displeasure he has done nothing to stay or 
avert. But. he who, in the days of prosperity, 
dwells with God, is delivered from those dis- 
x}uieting alarms^ He dwells as with a friend 

2 
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and protectori from whence he conceives his 
blessings to proceed* . He can appeal to him 
for the thankfulness with which he receives 
them } ikml for his endeavours to employ them 
well. He trusts that the God whom he serves 
will not forsake bin ; that the goodness which 
he has already experienced^ will continue to 
bless him^ and though he believes himself 
not exempted from the changes of the world» 
yet^ in the midst of these^ he has ground to 
ibope, th&t Sources of comfort and happiness 
shall Ulways be left open to him^ 

Moreover, the pleasures of life^ while they 
last, are unspeakably heightened by the pre- 
sence of that Benefactor who bestows them« 
The pleasing emotion of gratitude to the giver, 
mingles with the enjoyment of the gift. WhUe 
to the mere worldly man, the whole frame of 
nature is. only a vart irregukr fabrio ; and the 
course of human affairs no more than a con* 
fused succession of foi^uitous events ; all nafcnre 
b beautified, and every agreeable incident is 
enlivened to him who bdbolds (rod in all things; 
Hence arise a variety of pleasing sensations^ to 
fin up those solitary hours, in whick external 
prosperity supplies hiitt with no entertain* 
ment. In the smiling scenes of nature^ he 
'contemplates the benignity of its author* In 
its sublime objects, he admires his majesty^ In 



Digitize by 



Google 



tsuil. lOj OP THE ]>1VIN£ PKESEMCE. 1^9 

its awful and terrible ones^ he adores his power* 
He dwdils in this world as in a niagnificent 
temple ; which is full of the glory of its foun- 
der ; and every wbei*e views nature offering 
up its iilcense to him^ from a thousand altars. 
Such ideas exalte and ennoble the baman mind} 
and reflect an additicH^al lusure q» the bright** 
ness of prosperity* 

From the pjfosjperous^ let us next turii tothe 
afflicted eonditicMn of a good man. For m 
prosperity may, affliction cet'talnly wilJ, at onU 
time or other, be his lot. It enters Into the 
if^pointed trial of his virtue i m^ in one de^*; 
gree or others is the doom of elL Here Wtf 
shall find various (Htuations ^eeur^ in which nd 
irdief is equal to what ^ virtuous and holy mati 
derives from a s^iise of the perpetual presence 
of God. 

Is he, for instance^ thrown into an obscure 
condition in the world, without friends to as^ 
sist him. Or any to regard and consider . his . 
estate ? He enjoys the satis&ction of think-* 
ingy that though he may be ne^leieted by men^ 
he is not forgotten of God. Inconsiderable as 
he is in himself he knows, that he will not be 
overlooked by the Almighty, amidst the infi^ 
nite variety of being, or lost in the immensity 
•f his. works. The poco! mail can> with as much 
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encouragement as the rich or great, lift up his 
eyes to heaven, and say, Nevertheless^ O Lord^ 
I am continually with thee : Thou holdest me 
by my right hand. The gracious presence of 
that Supreme Being is affected by no diversity 
of rank or fortune. It imparts itself alike to 
all the virtuous and upright ; like its glorious 
image, the sun in the firmament, which sheds 
its rays equally upon the humble cottage, and 
upon the palace of kings. In the presence of 
the great Lord of heaven and earth, all the 
distinctions which vanity has contrived to 
make among men totslUy disappear. All rankfi^ 
are on one level. The rich and the poor here 
indeed meet together ; without any other dis- 
tinction than what arises from the heart and 
the soul. The sense of this lifts the poor man 
above contempt ; supports his spirits when apt 
to be dejected ; and bestows dignity cm the 
p^t which he acts. How inconsiderable so- 
ever that part may appear in the estimation of 
an injudicious worlds it is ennobled, when vir- 
tuously performed, by the approbation of his 
Divine witness. He can bear with indiffe^ 
rence the scorn of the proud, as long as he 
knows, that there is one higher than the highest 
to regard him. He can enjoy himself with 
pleasure in his mean habitation, because he 
believes that God dwells with him there. The 
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Divine Presence cheers to him the^most lonely 
retreat It accompanies his steps to the most 
distant regions of the earth. If he should be 
driven into exile from all his friends, and ob- 
liged to div^U in the uttermost parts of the sea^ 
even there God's hand would hold him^ and his 
right hand would guide him. Though left with-* 
out companion or friend, he never thinks him- 
self desolate, as long as he can say, / am still 
with God. 

But thoujgh raised above obscurity or po- 
verty, yet, in any situation of fortune, calumny 
and reproach may be the lot of the servant of 
God. His good intentions may be miscon- 
strued ; his character unjustly traduced ; and, 
to the open reviling of enemies, the more 
bitter uukindness of friends may sometimes b^ 
joined. In this situation, . when wounded in 
spirit, and, perhaps, unable to make his inno- 
cence appear, to whom shall he have recourse 
for defence, to whom make his last appeal, 
but to that God who is ever present with him, 
and who knoweth his heart ? How frequently^ 
amidsttbe injustice and oppression of theworld, 
has distressed innocence had no other relief 
but this ? '* God is my witness ; God is my 
*' avenger. He bath seen it, and he will re- 
pay.'' A good conscience^ it is true, is, of 
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itself^ a pow^rM support Bat God is Lord of 
the conscience ; and it is only when connect- 
ed with a sense of Divine presence and appro-' 
batioii, that a good comcieBce becomes d^teadj 
principle of fortitude in the mind, under all 
discouragements. Henc^ a virtuous man pos-* 
sesses a high de^ee of independence, both on 
the praise and on the eensure of the world. It 
is enough to him if, whan undergoing the same 
reproaches which Job suffered from his mis- 
taken friends, hie can say with him, Behold^ my 
Witness is in heaven^ imtf mti r&m-d is mi high. ^ 
He affects not to divulge his good deeds to 
the world He is without concern whether 
the w<»rld be acquainted with them or not 
He knoweth tfaiat his Fntker which is in heMm 
seeth in secret t and that his prstgers and his alms 
€ome up in grateful memorial b^re hv/n^ With 
me it is a smaU thing to be Judged ofyous or of 
man's judgment ; ke thatjudgsth me is the Lard^f 
He skaU bring forih my ri^tetnsMesSy at last^ 
^s the Hght^ and myjudgmenty as the noon day. 
In this eoii^cifousness of iobt^ity he looks 
down with inilifl^itencd, as &xym a superioil 
station, upon the haorsh censures of a giddy 
and^Borant worlds The sense of being co«i^ 
tinually with God diffuses over his sdul a holy 
calm^ which unjust reproach cannot disturb 

* Job xvi. 19. t 1 Cor. iv, ^, 4. 
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In the prenfflica of that august and venerable 
witness, all the noise and clamours of men, like 
the murmurings of a distant storm, die away* 

ZrM%, Supposing the character of a good 
man to be untainted by reproach, supposing 
also his external situati(m to be opulent or 
distinguished; many, notwithstanding, and 
severe, are the distresses to which he may be 
exposed. Secret griefs may be preying upon 
him ; and hiq heart left to feed in silence on 
his own bitterniftss. He may labour under 
sore disease, and discern his earthly frame gra^ 
dually moulder into dust. He may be depriv** 
ed of those friends and relatives who had been 
the chief comforts of his state; or may be ob-r 
liged to prepare himself for taking farewell of 
them for ever. In the midst of these various 
afflicting scenes pf human life, no consolation 
can be more powerful than what arises from 
the presence of a Divine protector and guar- 
dian, to whom our case, with all its sorrows, 
is perfectly known. To himy says the Psalmist, 
/ poured out my complaint. I shewed before hm • 
my irotAle. I looked on my right hand and 
viewed ; butj beholdj there was no man who cared 
for my soid. I said unto thee^ O Lord^ thou art 
my refuge. When my spirit was overwhelmed 
nithin m9y then thou knewest my path* * 

* Psalm cxiii. 2, S, 4* 
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We all know^ that to communicate our gtief 
to a faithful friend, often gives ease and relief 
to the burdened heart Such communication 
we are encouraged to make, and such relief 
we may expect to find, in pouring out our 
heart before that God in whom compassions 
flow. We may have no earthly friend to whom 
we can with full confidence disclose all our 
sorrows ; or we may want words in which to 
express them. But God is the searcher of all 
hearts; and the hearer of all prayers. To 
the secret anguish of the soul, he is no inat- 
tentive witness. Every groan which is heaved 
from the labouring bosom, though heard by 
no human ear, reaches his throne. As he hwws 
our Jrame^ so he remembers we are dust ; and 
thence light arises to the upright in darkness. 
For the hope naturally springs, that this bene- 
ficent Being will pity them as a father pitietk his 
children ; and in the midst of those distresses 
which the present circumstances of man ren- 
der unavoidable, will send them help from his 
sanctuary. Surrounded with this compassion- 
ate presence of the Almighty, good men 
never view themselves as left in this vale of 
tears, to bear, solitary and alone, the whole 
weight of human woe. In their dark, as well 
as in their brighter hours, God is with them. 
Even in that valley of the shadow of death, 
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where no friend, no comforter, can go aloiig 
to aid them, he is with them still. In the last 
extremity of nature, the rod and staff of the 
Shepherd of Israel support them. 

Thus I have shown, though in an imper- 
fect manner, what benefits holy men derive 
from a habitual sense of the Divine presence. 
It animates and strengthens their virtue. It 
enlivens and brightens their prosperity. Un- 
der various forms of adversity,, it affords 
them consolation and relief.-— p-Such considera- 
tions, undoubtedly^ form a strong argument in 
favour of a devout spirit, and a virtuous life. 
But they are considerations which may, pro- 
bably, be regarded by some, as ideal and vi- 
sionary ; requiring aid from a heated, or an 
enthusiastic fancy, in order to give them 
force. I readily admit that, amid the hurry 
and 'turbulence of the world, it may be dit- 
ficult to bring these religious sentiments as 
fully into view as is necessary for their making 
a just impression on the soul. This requires 
the effort of an intelligent and feeling mind ; 
and therefore cannot be expected to be com- 
monly found. To the unreflecting crowd, 
nothing appears real, but what is exposed to 
sense. What is invisible, is the same to them, 
as if it had no existence. But by the gross- 
ness of their own conceptions, they have na • 
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title to measure those of others. While they 
sffect to treat all oonsiderations, taken from 
the sense of the Divine Presence, as visionary 
and enthusiastic, it can, on the contrary, be 
clearly shewn, that they are founded on the 
most certain and unquestionable principles 
of reason. They essentially belong, not to 
revealed only, but to natural religion, Their 
reality can be denied by none, but those 
who deny that God exists, or that he governs 
the world. For, if he exists, he must un- 
doubtedly pervade and inspect' the world 
which he governs. He must l(now what 13 
going on throughout his own universe ; and 
especially must know what passes within the 
hearts which he has made, and of which he is to 
judge. To be every where present, is the at- 
tribute of his nature, which, of all others, is 
the most necessary to his admiQistration of 
the universe. This, accordingly, is an attribute 
which all religions have ascribed to him, All 
nations have believed in it. All societies ap 
peal to it, in the solemnities of an oath, by 
which they determine controversies. This 
attribute being once admitted to belong to 
the Deity, the consequences which I have 
deduced from it, .plainly and naturally fol- 
low : And every good man has ground to 
say, liord^ I tfm continually with thee. 
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SERMON XI. 

•N PATIENCE. 

Luke, xxi. 19. 
In your patience possess ye your satds. 

The possession of your souls is a very empha- 
tical expression. It describes that state in 
which a man has both the full command, and 
the undisturbed enjoyment of himself; in op- 
position to his undeigoing some inward agi- 
tation which discomposes hiis powers. Upon 
the least reflection, it must appear how essen- 
tial such a stateof mind is to happiness. He on- 
ly who thus possesses his soul is capable of pos- 
sessing any other thing with advantage ; and 
in order to attain and preserve this self-pos- 
session, the most important requisite is, the 
habitual exercise of patience. 

VOL. III. M 
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I know that patience is apt to be ranked^ 
by many, among the more humble and obscure 
virtues ; belonging chiefly to those who groan 
on a sick'-bed, or who languish in a prison. 
If their situation be, happily^ of a different 
kind, they imagine that there is no occasion 
for the discipline of patience being preached 
to them. But I hope to make it appear, that, 
in every circumstance of life, no virtue is 
more important, both to duty and to happi- 
ness ; or more requisite for forming a manly 
and worthy character. It is not confined to 
a situation of continued adversity. It princi- 
pally, indeed, regards the disagreeable cir- 
cumstances which are apt to occur. But in 
our present state, the occurrence of these is 
so frequent, that in every condition of life, 
patience is incessantly called forth. Prospe- 
rity cannot be enjoyed, any more than adver- 
sity .supported, without it. It must enter 
into the temper, and form the habit of the 
soul, if we would pass through the world with 
tranquillity and honour. What I propose is, 
to point out some of the chief occasions on 
which patience is required; and to recom- 
mend and enforce the exercise of it, in order 
to our possessing our souls. 

L Patience under provocations. The wide 
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circle of human society is diversified by an 
endless variety of characters, dispositions and 
passions. Uniformity is, in no respect^ the 
genius of the world Every man is marked 
by some peculiarity which distinguishes htm 
from aitother ; and nowhere can two indivi* 
duals be found who are exactly, and in all re- 
spects, alike. Where so much diversity ob- 
tains, it cannot but happen, that, in the inter- 
course which men are obliged to maintain^ 
iheir tempers shall often be ill adjusted to that 
intercourse ; shall jar, and interfere with each 
other. Hence, in every station, the highest 
as well as the lowest, and in every condition 
of life, public, private, and domestic, occasions 
of irritation frequently arise. We are pro- 
voked sometimes by the folly and levity of 
those with whom we are connected; sometimes 
by their indifference, or neglect ; by the inci- 
vility of a friend, the haughtiness of a superior, 
or the insolent behaviour of one in lower sta- 
tion* Hardly a day passes^ without somewhat 
Off other occurring, which serves to ruffle the 
man of impatient spirit. Of course, such a 
man lives in a continual storm. He knows 
not what it is to enjoy a train of good humour. 
Servants, neighbours, friends, spouse, and chil- 
dren, all, through the unrestrained violence of 

bis temper, become sources of disturbance and 
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vexation to him. In vain is affluence ; in vaia 
are health and prosperity. The least trifle it 
sufficient to discompose his mind, and poison 
his pleasures. His very amusements are mix- 
ed with turbulence and passion. 
' I would beseech thiis man to consider, of 
what small moment the provocations which 
he receives^ or at least imagines himself to 
receive, are really in themselves j but of wh«U; 
great moment he makes them, by sufSsting 
them to deprive him of the possession of him^ 
selL I would beseech him to consider, how 
many hours of happiness he throws away, 
which a little more patience would allow him 
to enjoy ; and how much he puts it in the 
power of the most insignificant persons to 
render him miserable. «* But who can expect,"^ 
we hear him exclaim, ** that he is to possess 
^* the insensibility of a stone? How is it pos* 
^* sible for human nature to endure so many 
'^* repeated provx)cations ? or to bear calmly 
** with such unreasonable behaviour ?" — My 
•brother ! If you can bear with no instances of 
unreasonable behaviour, withdraw yourself 
from the world. You are no longer fit *o live 
it it. Leave the intercourse of men. Retreat 
to the mountain and the desert j or shut your- 
self up in a cell. For here, in the midift of 
society, offences muit come. You might M well 
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expect^ whea you beheld a calm atmosphere^ 
and a clear sky, that no clouds were ever to 
rise, and no winds to blow, as that your life 
waa long to proceed without receiving provo- 
cations from human frailty. The careless and 
the imprudent, the giddy and the fickle, the 
ungrateful and the interested, every where 
meet us. They are the briars and the thorns, 
with whidi the paths of human life are beset. 
He only who can hold his course among them 
with patience and equanimity, he who is pre- 
pared to bear what he must expect to happen, 
is worthy of the name of man. 

Did you only preserve yourselves composed 
for a moment, you would perceive the insig- 
nificancy of most of those provocations which 
you magnify so highly. When a few suns 
more have rolled over your head, the storm 
will have, of itself, subsided j the cause of 
your present impatience and dis^turbance will 
be utterly forgotten. Can you not, then, an- 
ticipate this hour of calmness to yourself; and 
begin to enjoy the peace which it will certainly 
l)ring? If others have behaved improperly, 
leave them to their own folly, without becom- 
ing the victim of their caprice, and punish- 
ing yourself on their account ^Patience, in 

this exercise of it, cannot be too much studied 
by aU who wish their life to flow in a smooth 
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stream. It is the reason of a nfian, in opposi- 
tion to the passion of a child. It is the en-- 
joy ment of peace, in opposition to uproar and 
confusion. He that hath no rule over his own 
spirit J is like a city that is broken down andnoith^ 
out walk. *-— The next important exercise of 
patience is, 

IL Patience under disappointments. These 
will often happen to the best and wisest men ; 
sometimes to the wisest and best-concerted 
plans. They may happen, too, not through 
any imprudence of those who have devised the 
plan, not even through die malice or ill de- 
signs of others ; but merely in consequence of 
some of those cross incidents of life which 
could not be foreseen. On such occasions, 
persons of a warm and sanguine temper are 
presently in a ferment. They had formed 
their hopes, as they think, upon the justest 
grounds. They had waited long for success ; 
and borne with many delays. But when their 
designs are brought to so unexpected an issue; 
when, without any fault of their own, they find 
their hopes finally blasted, all patience for** 
sakes them ; they no longer possess their souls j 
the most passionate exclamations break forth* 

* Proverbs, xxv.28. 
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" To whom, except to them, could suchadis- 
" appointment have happened ? Since the 
" creation of the world, was such a combina- 
'* tioii of disastrous incidents ever beheld? 
^* Why are they doomed to be so unfortunate 
** beyond all others?" — Alas ! how unskilfully 
have you calculated the course of human 
events ! How rashly and presumptuously had 
you trusted to success ! To whom was it ever 
given, to guard against all the vicissitudes, 
which the fluctuating fashion of the world is 
incessantly bringing about ? If one friend, to 
whom you looked up, has died, or another has 
lost his influence and power ; if the opinion 
of the public is changed, and its favour has 
been withdrawn ; if some mistakes have oc- 
curred to lessen the good-will of a patron on 
whom you depended ; if, through the concur- 
rence of these, or such like circumstances, a 
more fortunate rival has prevailed against you ; 
what is there in all this, that differs from the 
ordinary lot of man ? Are we not, each in his 
turn, doomed to experience the uncertainty of 
worldly pursuits ? Why then aiggravate our 
misfortunes by the unreasonable violence of 
an impatient spirit ? If our designs have failed 
through rashness or misconduct, let us blame 
ourselves. If they have failed through cir- 
cumstances which we could not prevent, let us 
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submit to the fate of hian ; and wait, with pa- 
tience, till a more favourable opportunity shall 
occur of regaining success. 

Meanwhile let us turn to the other side of 
the prospect j and calmly consider how dubi- 
ous it was, whether the success which we long- 
ed for, would have proved a blessing. Who 
knowetk what is good for man in this life ? Per- 
haps the accomplishment of our designs might 
have been pregnant with misery. Perhaps, 
from our present disappointment, future pros- 
perity may arise. Of such imlooked-for issues, 
we all know there have been many examples. 
Who can tell, whether our case may not add 
one to the number ?— At any rate, let us re- 
collect, that there is a Supreme Ruler, who dis- 
poses of the affairs of men ; under whom, all 
second causes work only as subordinate agents. 
Looking up to that irresistible arm which is 
stretched over our heads, let us be calm ; let 
us submit and adore. Either to despair, or to 
rage under disappointments, is sinful. By the 
former we injure ourselves, by the lattier we 
insult Providence, and provoke its displeasure 
to continue. To possess our souls with patience^ 
is at once our wisdom as men, and our duty 
as Christians. The benefits of this virtue are 
so often repeated in this world, that good po* 
Ucy alone would recommend it to every think* 
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ing man. JDisappointments deratige, «id over^ 
tome vulgar minds. The pati^t and the wise^ 
by a proper improvement, frequently make 
them contribute to their high advantage.—— 
Let me next recommend, 

III. Patience under restraints. Numerous 
are the restraints imposed on us, by the natute 
of the human condition. To the restraints of 
authority and law, all must submit. The re- 
straints of education and discipline lie on the 
young. Considerations of health restrain the 
indulgence of pleasure* Attentions to fortune 
restrain expence. Kegard to friends, whom 
we are bound to please j respect to establish*- 
ed customs, and to the opinions of society^ 
impose restraint on our general behaviour. 
There is no man, in any rank of life, who is 
always at liberty to act according as he would 
incline. In some quarter or other, he is li- 
mited by circumstances, that either actually 
confine, or that ought at least to confine and 
restrain him. 

These restraints, the impatient are apt t6 
scorn. They will needs burst the barriers 
which reason had erected, or their situation 
had formed; and, without regard to conse- 
quences, give free scope to their present wish. 
Hence, many dangerous excesses flow j mudi 
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confusian and misery are produced in humaii 
life. Had men the patience to submit to their 
condition, and to wait till it should allow them 
a freer indulgence of their desires, they might, 
in a short time, obtain the power of gratifying 
them with safety^ If the young, for instance, 
would undergo, with patience, the labours of 
education, they would rise, at a proper period, 
to honours, riches or ease. If the infirm would, 
with patience, bear the regulations which their 
constitution demands, they might regain the 
comforts of health. If persons of straitened 
fortune had patience to conform themselves 
to their circumstances, and to abridge their 
pleasures, they might, by degrees, improve 
^d advance their state. Whereas, by eager- 
ness of temper, and precipitancy of indulgence, 
th§y forfeit all the advantages which patience 
would have procured ; and incur the opposite 
evils to their full extent. 

In the present state of human aiOTairs, no 
lesson is more necessary to be learned by all^ 
to be inculcated on the young, and to be prac- 
tised by the old, than that of patient submis- 
sion to necessity. For under the law of ne- 
cessity, we are all inevitably placed. No man 
is, or can be always bis own master. We 
are obliged, in a thousand cases, to submit 
and obey. The discipline of patience pre- 
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serves our minds easy, by conforming them 
to our state. By the impetuosity of an im-* 
patient and unsubmitting temper, we fight a- 
gainst an unconquerable power, and aggravatie 
the evils we must endure,— Another impor- 
tant exercise of the virtue Qoiicerning which 
we discourse, is, 

IV. Patience under injuries and wrongs. 
To these, amidst the present confusion of the 
world, all are exposed. No station is so high, 
no power so great, no character so unblemish- 
ed, as to exempt men from being attacked by 
rashness, malice, or envy. To behave under 
such attacks with due patience and modera* 
tion, is, it must be confessed, one of the most 
trying exercises of virtue. But, in order to 
prevent mistakes on this subject, it is neces^ 
9ary to observe, that a tame submission to 
wrongs is not required by religion. We are 
by no means to imagine that religion tends to 
extinguish the sense of honour, or to suppress 
the exertion of a manly spirit. It is under 
a false apprehension of this kind, that Chris** 
tian patience is sometimes stigmatised in dis* 
course as no other than a different name for 
cowardice. On the contrary, every man of 
virtue ought to feel what is due to his cha^ 
xacter, and to support properly his own rights. 
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Resentment of wrong, is an useful principle 
in human nature } and for the wisest purposes^ 
was implanted in our frame. It is the neces- 
tmy guard of private rights, ai^d the great re^ 
Straint on the insolence of the violent, who, if 
no resistance were made, would trample on 
the gentle and peaceable. 

Resentment, however, if not kept within 
due bounds, is in hazard of rising into fierce 
and cruel revenge* It is the office of pa-^ 
tience, to temper resentment by reason. In 
this view, it is most properly described in the 
text, by a man's possessing his soul; acting the 
part whicli self^fence, which justice, or ho« 
nour require him to act, without being trans- 
ported out of himself by the vehemence of 
anger, or insisting on such degrees of reparation 
as bear no proportion to the wrong that he 
has SiiiFered. What proportion, for instance, 
is there between the life of a man, and an af- 
front received by some rash expression in con- 
versation, which 'the wise would have slighted ; 
and which, in the course of a few weeks, would 
have been forgotten by every one ? How fan- 
tastic^ then, how unjustifiable, are thos^ sup* 
posed laws of modern honour, which, for such 
an affront, require no less reparation than the 
death of a fellow-creature ; and which, to ob- 
tain this reparation, require a man to endan- 
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get his own life? Laws which^ as tbey huve 
no foundation in jneasoD) never receive tbe 
least sanction from any of the wiae and p^i* 
lished nations of antiquity, but were de?ised 
in the darkest ages of the world, and are de- 
rived to us from the &roiaou9 barbarity of 
Gothic maniiera. 

Nothing is so incoasisteet with self-possee^ 
sion as violent angei; It overpowers reason s 
confounds our id^a3 } dii^i!irts the appearaneteb 
md blackens the colour^ of evary object. 
By the storm which it raises within^ and by 
the miBchi^ which it occaaicMntii without, i| 
generally brimgSi on the passionate and re^ 
yengeful man, greater misery than he. can 
bring on his eneimy* Patience allays thisfdes- 
•tructive tempest,' by making roonli for the re- 
turn of calm and sober thought It s^pendfl 
the blow which sudden resentment was ready 
4o inEOcL It disposes us to attend to the aL- 
Jeviating circumstances, which may be diseo^ 
vered in the midst of the wrongs we suppose 
ourselves to have suffered^ Hence it natural- 
ly inclines to the moderate and gentle side ; 
and while it allows all proper measures to be 
taken, both £>r saf<^y, and for just redress, it 
makes way for returning peace. Without 
some degree of patience exercised under inju* 
ries, human life would be rendered a state of 
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perpetual hostility ; offences and retaliations 
would succeed to one another in endless train ; 
and the world would become a field of bloodv 
^"^ — It now remains to recommend^ 

V^ Patience under ad^erisity and affliction* 
This is the most common senile in which this 
virtue is understood; as it respects disease, 
poverty, old age, loss of friends, and the other 
calamities which are incident to human life. 
Though a man live many years^ and rejoice in 
them ally yet let him remember the days ofdark^ 
nessy for they shail he many.* The various du- 
ties to which patience, under this view, gives 
rise, afford a larger subject to discourse than 
I am at present to pursua In general, there 
arfe two chief exercises of patience under ad- 
versity ; one respecting God, and another res- 
pecting men. 

Patience, with respect to God, must, in the 
day of trouble, suppress the risings of a mur- 
muring and rebellious spirit. It must appear 
in that calm resignation to the will of Heaven, 
which is expressed in those pious sentiments 
of ancient good men ; / wa% dumb : I opened 
not my mouthy because thou didst it. It is the 
Lord, let him do what seemeth good in his eye9* 

*■ Eccles. xl 8, 
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Shall we receive good at the hand of the Lord^ 
and shall we not receive evil also ? This is loyalty 
to the great Governor of the universe. This 
is that reverence which so well becomes crea- 
tures who know they are dependent, and who ^ 
must confess themselves to be sinful. Such a 
spirit is fitted to attract the favour of Hea« 
ven, and to bring the severe visitation sooner 
to a close. Whereas the stubborn and impa* 
tient, who submit not themselves to the de- 
crees of the Most High, require to be humbled 
and subdued by a continuance of chastisements 
Patience in adversity, with respect to men, 
must appear by the composure and tranquillity 
of our behaviour. The loud complaint, the 
querulous temper, and fretful spirit, disgrace 
every character. They shew a mind that i« 
unmanned by misfortunes. We weaken there- 
by the sympathy of others ; and estrange 
them from the offices of kindness and comfort. 
The exertions of pity will be feeble, when it 
is mingled with contempt. At the same time, 
by thus weakly yielding to adversity, we allow 
its weight to bear us down with double pres- 
sure. Patience, by preserving composure 
within, resists the, impression which trouble 
makes from without. By leaving the mind 
open to every consolation, it naturally tends 
to alleviate our burden. To maintain a 
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iteady and unbroken mind, amidst all the 
shocks of the world, forms the highest ho- 
nour of a man. Patience, on such occasions, 
rises to magnanimity. It shews a great and 
noble mind, which is able to rest on itself, on 
God, and a good conscience ; which can enjoy 
itself amidst all evils; and would rather en- 
dure the greatest hardships, than submit to 
what was dishonourable in order to obtain re- 
lief. This gives proof of a strength that is 
derived from Heaven. It is a beam of the 
immortal Ught, shining on the heart. Such 
patience is the most complete triumph of reli- 
gion and virtue; and accordingly it has ever 
characterised those whose names have been 
transmitted with honour to posterity. It has 
ennobled the hero, the saint, and the martyr. 
We are trovbled on every side^ yet not distressed ; 
we are perplexed^ but not in despairs perse- 
cutedy but not forsaken. ; cast down^ but not de^ 
strm/ed.^ 

Thus I have traced Patience, through seve- 
ral of its most important operations, in diffe- 
rent circumstances of life: under provocations; 
under disappointments ; under restraints ; un- 
der injuries; and^nder afflictions^ We now 
see it is a virtue of universal use. No man, 
in any condition, can pass his days with Uh 

* 2 Cor. iv. 8, 9. 
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lerftble comfort who has not learned to prac- 
tise it. His prosperity will be continually 
disturbed , and his adversity will be clouded 
with double darkness. He wijl be uneasy 
and troublesome to all with whom he is con* 
nected } and will be more troublesome to him- 
self than to any other.— —Let me particular- 
ly advise those who wish to cultivate so ne* 
cessary a virtue, to begin their cultivation of 
it, on occasions when small offences and pro« 
vocations arise* It is a great but common 
error, to imagine, that we are at liberty to give 
loose jreins to temper among the trivial oc-^ 
currencesi of life; No excuse for irritation, 
and impatience can be worse, than what is 
taken from the person being inconsiderable, 
or the incident being slight, which threw us 
off our guard. With inconsiderable persons 
we are surrounded. Of slight incidents the 
bulk of human life is composed. In th^ 
midst of these the ruling temper of the mind 
is formed. It is only by moderation and selfii 
command, then acquired, that we can inure 
ourselves to psttience, when the great con* 
junctures of life shall put it to a severer triaU 
fi* neglected then, we shall afterward solicit 
its return in vain. If thou hatt run with foot-- 
men^ and they have wearied thee^ then how canst 
thou contend with horses ? And if in the had 

VOL. III. N 
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of peace wherein thou trustesi^ they wearied thee^ 
then how wUt thou do in the swdHng of Jot-- 
dan/* 

111 ofdei" to assist us in the acquisition of 
this grace, let us often contemplate that great 
model of it, v^ich is displayed in the whole 
life of our Saviour Jesus Christ. Whose tem- 
peif was ever tried by more frequent provoca- 
tions, more repeated disappointments, more 
flagrant injuries, or more severe distresses? 
Yet amidst them all, we behold him patiently 
enduring the contradiction of sinners / to their 
rudenesskf opposing a mild and unruffled, 
though firm, spirit, and, in the cause of man- 
kind, generously bearing with every indignity. 
Well might he say. Learn ofmcsfarlam meeh^ 
and lowly m heart, t Having such a high 
example before our eyes, let us be asham- 
ed of those sallies of impatience which we so 
often suffer to break forth in the midst of pros- 
perity. By a more manly tranquillity and se]£- 
command, let us discover to the world, that, as 
men, and as Christians, we have learned in 
patierice to possess our souls. 

* Jer.xii. 5* f Math. xi. 29, 
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ON MODERATION. 



Philippians, iv. 5. 
Let your moderation be known unto all men. 

The present state of man is neither doom- 
ed to constant misery, nor designed for com- 
plete happiness. It is, in general, a mixed 
state of comfort and sorrow, of prosperity and 
adversity j neither brightened by uninterrup- 
ted sunshine, nor overcast with perpetual 
shade ; but subject to alternate successions 
of the one and the other. While such a state 
forbids despair, it also checks presumption. 
It is equally adverse to despondency of mind, 
and to high elevation of spirits. The tem- * 
per which best suits, is expressed in the 
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text by moderation; which, as the habitual 
tenor of the soul, the apostle exhorts us to 
discover in our whole conduct ; let it be known 
unto all men. This virtue consists in the e- 
qual balance af the soul. It imports such 
proper government of our passions and plea* 
sures as shall prevent us from running into 
extremes of any kind ; and shall produce a 
calm and temperate frame of mind. It chief- 
ly respects our conduct in that state which 
comes under the description of ease, or pros^ 
perity. Patience, of which I treated in the 
preceding discourse, directs, the proper re- 
gulation of the mind, under the disagreeable 
incidents of life. Moderation determines the 
bdunds within which it should remain, when 
circumstances are agreeable or promising. 
What I now purpose is, to point out some 
of the chief instances in which Moderation 
ought to take place, and to shew the impor- 
tance of preserving it. 

L Moderation in our wishes; The active 
mind of man seldom or never rests satisfied 
with its present condition, how prosperous so- 
even Originally formed for a wider range of 
objects, for a higher sphere of enjoyments, it 
finds itself, in every situation of fortune, strai- 
tened and confined. I^ensible of deficiency in 
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its stite, it is ever sending forth the fond de- 
sire^ the aspiring Wish, after Something be- 
yond whttt is enjoyed at present. Hence that 
restlessness which prevails so generally among 
tnankind. Hence that disgust of pleasures 
Which they have tri^d ; that passioh for no-i 
relty ; that alubition of rising to some degree 
of eminence or ffelicity, of which they have 
formed to themselves an indistinct idea. All 
which may be considered as indications of d 
feertain native, origkial greatness in the hutttail 
soul, swelling beyond the limits df its present 
condition^ arid pointing at the higher objects 
for which it was made. Happy if these latent 
remains of our primitive state served to direct 
our wishes tbWards their propet destination^ 
and to lead us into the path of true bliss ! 

But in this dafk aiid bewildered state, thd 
aspiring tendeticy of bUr nature unfortunately 
takes an opposite direction, arid feeds a very 
misplaced ambition. The flattering appear- 
ances which here ptesferit themselves to sense ; 
the distinctions which fortune confers ; the ad^ 
vantages and pleasures which we imagine the 
world to be capable of bestowing, fill up the 
ultimate wish of most men. These are the 
objects which engross their solitary musings, 
and stimulate their active labours ; which warm 
the breast of the young, animate the industry 
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of the middle-aged, and often keep alive the 
passions of the old, until the very close of life. 
Assuredly, there is nothing unlawful in our 
wishing to be freed from whatever is disagree- 
able, and to obtain a fuller enjoyment of the 
comforts of life. But when these wishes are 
not tempered by reason, they are in danger of 
precipitating us into mudi extravagance and 
folly. Desires and wishes are the first springs 
of action. When they become exorbitant, the 
whole character is likely to be tainted. Jf we 
sufier our fancy to create to itself worlds of 
ideal happiness ; if we feed our imagination 
with plans of opulence and splendoi^r far be- 
yond our rank ; if we fix to our wishes certain 
stages of high advancement,, or certain degrees 
of uncommon reputation or distinction, as the 
sole stations of felicity ; the assured conse- 
quence will be, that we 9hall become unhappy 
in our present state ; unfit for acting the part, 
and discharging the duties that belong to it ; 
we shall discompose the peace and order of 
our minds, and foment many hurtful passions^, 
Here$ then, let Moderation begin its reign ; 
by bringing within reasonable bounds th? 
wishes that we form. As soon as they bcr 
come extravagant, let us check them by proper 
reflections on the fallacious nature of those 
objects which the world hangs out to allure 
desire. 



Digitized by 



Google 



«SEM. 19.1 0^ MODERATION. 1 99 

You have strayed, my friends, from the road 
'which conducts to felicity ; you have disho- 
,noured the native dignity of your souls, in al- 
lowing your wishes to terngiinate oxx nothing 
higher than worldly ideas of greatness or hap- 
piness. Your imagination roves in la land of 
shadows. Unreal forms deceive you. It is 
no more than a phantom^ an illusion of hap- 
piness which attracts your fond admiration ; 
nay, an illusion of happiness which often con- 
ceals much real misery. Do you imagine, that 
all are happy, who h^ve attained to those sum- 
mits of distinction, towards which your wishes 
aspire ? Alas ! how frequently has experience 
shewed, that where roses \yere supposed to 
bloom, nothing but briars and thorns grew ? 
Reputation, beauty, riches, grandeur, nay, 
royalty itself, would, many a time, have been 
gradually exchanged, by the possessors, for 
that more quiet and humble station, with 
which you are now dissatisfied. With all that 
is splendid and shining in the world, it is de- 
creed that there should mix many deep shades 
of woe. On the elevated situations of for- 
tune, the great calamities of life chiefly fall. 
There the storm spends its violence, and there 
the thunder breaks ; while, safe and unhurt^ 
the inhabitant of the vale remains below. — 
Retreat, then, from those vain and pernicious 
excursions of extravagant desire. Satisfy your- 
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selves with what is rational and attainable. 
Train your minds to moderate views of hum^ 
life and human happiness. Remember and 
admire the wisdom of Agur's wish. Remove 
far from me vanity and lies. Give me neither 
poverty nor riches* Feed me with food conve-^ 
nientfor me: Lest I befulU and deny thee^ and 
say, Who is the Lordf or lest I be poor^ and 
steals and take the name of my God in vain. *— 
Let me recommend, 

IL Moderation in our pursuits. Wishes 
and desires rest within. If immoderate, and 
improper, though they taint the heart, yet so- 
ciety may not be affected by them. The ob- 
scure and harmless individual may indulge his 
dreams, without disturbing the public peace. 
But when the active pursuits in which we en- 
gage rise beyond moderation, they fill the 
world with great disorder; often with flagrant 
crimes* This admonition chiefly respects the 
ambitious men of the world. I say not that 
all ambition is to be condemned ; or that high 
pursuits ought, on every occasion, to be check- 
ed. Some men are formed by nature, for 
rising into conspicuous stations of life. In 
following the impulse of their minds, and pro- 

♦ Prov, XXX. 8, 9. 
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perly exerting the tdents with which God has 
blessed them^ there is room for ambition ta 
act ill a laudable sphere, and to become the 
instrument of much public good. But this 
may safely be pronounced^ that the bulk of 
men are ready to over- rate their own abilities, 
and to imagine themselves equal to higher 
things than they were ever designed for by 
nature. Be sober, therefore, in fixing your 
aims, and planning your destined pursuits. 
Beware of being led aside from the plain p^th 
of sound and moderate conduct, by those &lse 
lights which self-flattery is always ready to 
hang out. By aiming at a mark too high^ you 
may fall short of what it was within your power 
to have reached. . Instead of attaining to emi* 
nence, you may expose yourselves to derision \ 
nay, may bring upon your heads manifold dis« 
asters. / say to every man that is among you, 
not to think of himself more highly than he ought 
to thinky but to think soberly. * 

Whatever your aims be, there is one exerw 
cise of moderation which must be enjoined to 
those of the greatest abilities, as well as to 
others ; that is, never to transgress the bounds 
of moral duty. Amidst the warmth of pur** 
suit, accustom yourselves to submit to the re^ 

* Rom. 3cii. S. 
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tftraints which religion and viftue, which pn>- 
priety and decency, with regard to reputation 
and character, impose. Think not, that there 
are no barriers whidbi ought to stop your pro^ 
gress. It is from a violent and impetuous 
spirit that all the evils spring, which are so 
often found to accompany ambition. Hence, 
in private life, the laws of truth and honour 
are violated. Hence, in public contests, the 
peace and welfare of nations have been so 
often sacrificed to the ambitious projects of th^ 
great. The man of moderation, as he is tern* 
peratein his wishes, so in his pursuits he is re- 
gulated by virtue. A good conscience is to 
him more valuable than any success. He is 
not so much bent on the accomplishment of 
any design as to take a dishonourable step, in 
order to compass it. He can have patience^ 
He can brook disappointments, He can yield 
to insurmountable obstacles; and, by gently 
and gradual progress, is more likely to succeed 
in the end, than others are, by violence and 
impetuosity. In his highest enterprise, h^ 
wishes not to have the appearance of a meteor, 
which fires the atmosphere ; or of a comet, 
which astonishes the public by its blazing ecr 
centric course ; but rather to resenible those 
steady luminaries of heaven, wjiich advance 
in their orbits, with a silent and regular mo* 
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tion. He approves himself thereby to the 
virtuous, the wise, and discerning, and, by a 
temperate and unexceptionable conduct, es» 
capes those dapgers which persons of an oppo- 
site description are perpetually ready to incur^ 

IIL Be moderate in your expectations. 
When your state is flourishing, and the course 
of events proceeds according to your wish, 
suffer not your minds to be vainly lifted up. 
flatter not yourselves with high prospects of 
the increasing fayours of the world, and the 
continuing applause of men. $ay uot within 
your hearts, My mountain stands strongs and 
^kaU never be movedj I shall never see adversity. 
To-morrow shall be af this day^ and more abun^ 
dantly. — You are betrt^ying yourselves ; you 
i^re l9.ying a sure fountdation of disappointment 
i^nd misery, when you allow your fancy to soar 
to suph lofty pinnacles of con^dent hope, By 
building your house in this airy region, you 
are preparing for yourselves a great and cruel 
fall. Your trmt is the spider^s web. You may 
lean on your house ; but it shall riot stand. You 
may hold it fast ; bui it shall not endure^ For, 
to man on earth it was never granted, to gra- 
tify all his hopes ; or to persevere in one track 
of uninterrupted prosperity. Unpleasing vi- 
cissitudes never fail to £|ucceed those that were 
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grateful The fashion of the fif&fld^ how gay or 
Btniling soever, passeth^ and often passeth sud« 
denly, urvay. 

By want of moderation in our hopes, we not 
only increase dejection when disappointment 
comes, but we accelerate disappointment ; we 
bring forward, with greater speed, disagree- 
able changes in our state. For the natural 
consequence of presumptuous expectation, id 
rashness in conduct. He who indulges con* 
iident security, of course neglects due precau^- 
tions against the dangers that threaten him ; 
and his fail will be foreseen and predicted. 
He not only exposes himself unguarded to 
dangers, but he multiplies them against him* 
self. By presumption and vanity, he either 
provokes enmity or incurs contempt 

The arrogant mind, and the proud hope, 
are equally contrary to religion, and to pru- 
dence. The world cannot bear such a spirit; 
and Providence seldom fails to check it. The 
Almighty beholds with displeasure those who, 
intoxicated with prosperity, forget their de- 
pendence on that supreme Power which raised 
them up. His awful government of the world 
has been in nothing more conspicuous than in 
bringing low the lofiy looks of man, and scat^ 
taing the proud in the imaginations of their 
minds. Is not this the great Babylon which I 
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have built by the might of my power y and for the 
honour of my majesty f * Thus exclaimed the 
presumptuous monarch in thfe pride of his^ 
heart. But lo ! when the word was yet in his 
mouth, the visitation from Heaven came, and 
the voice was heard ; Nebuchadnezzar ! to 
thee it is spoken ; thy kingdom is departed from 
thee.'-^He th^i exulteth himself shall be hum'* 
bled; and he that humbleth himself shall be ex* 
alted.-^ A temperate spirit, and moderate ex- 
pectations, are the best safeguard of the mind 
in this uncertain and changing state* They 
enable us to pass through life with most com- 
fort When we rise in the world, they con- 
tribute to our elevation ; and if we must falli 
they render our fall the lighter. 

IV. Moderation in our pleasures is an im- 
portant exercise of the virtue which we are 
now considering. It is an invariable law of 
our present condition, that every pleasure 
which is pursued to excess, converts itself 
into poison. What was intended for the cor- 
dial and refreshment of human life, through 
want of moderation, we turn to its bane. In 
all the pleasures of sense, it is apparent, that, 
only when indulged within certain limits, they 

^ Daaiel, iv* 30, tU f Lukexiy. U« 
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confer satisfaction. No sooner do we pass 
the line which temperance has drawn, than 
pernicious effects come forward and shewthem«» 
selves. Could I lay open to your view the 
monuments of death, they would read a lec- 
ture in favour of moderation, much more 
powerful than any that the most eloquent 
preacher can giv6. You would behold the 
graves peopled with the victims of intempe- 
rance. You would behold those chambers of 
darkness hung round, on every side, with the 
trophies of luxury, drunkenness, and sensua- 
lity. So numerous would you find those mar- 
tyrs of iniquity, that it may safely be asserted, 
where war or pestilence have slain their thou- 
sands, intemperate pleasure has slain its ten 
thousands. 

While the want of moderation in pleasure 
brings men to an untimely grave, at the same 
time, until they arrive there, it pursues and 
afflicts them with evils innumerable. To what 
cause so much as to this, are owiilg faded 
youth, and premature old age ; an enervated 
body, and an enfeebled mind, together with all 
that long train of diseases which the indul- 
gence of appetite and sense have introduced 
into the world ? Health, cheerfulness, and vi- 
gour, are known to be the offspring of tem- 
perance. The man of moderation brings to 
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all the natural and innocent pleasures of life 
that sound, uncorrupted relish, which gives^ 
him a much fuller enjoyment of them, than 
the palled and vitiated appetite of the volup-* 
tuary allows him to know^ He culls the 
flower of every allowable gratification, with- 
out dwelling upon it until the flavour be lost« 
He tastes the sweet of every pleasure, without 
pursuing it till the bitter dregs rise. WhereaiT 
the man of opposite character dips so deep, 
that he never fails to stir an impure and noxi-- 
ous sediment, which lies at the bottom of the 
cup.— —tin the pleasures, besides, whidi are 
regulated by moderation, there is always that 
dignity which goes along with innocence. No 
man needs to be ashamed of them. They are 
consistent with honour; with the favour of 
God, and of man. But the sensualist, who 
disdains all restraint in his pleasures, is odious^ 
in the public eye. His vices become gross ; 
his character contemptible ; and he ends in 
being a burden both to himself and to society. 
Let me exhort you once more, 

V. To moderation in all your passions. 
This exercise of the virtue is the more requi- 
site, because there is no passion in human na« 
ture but what has, of itself, a tendency to run 
into excess. For all passion implies a violent 
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emotion of mind. Of course^ it is apt to de* 
range the regular course of our ideas ; and to 
produce confusion ivithin. Nothing, at the 
same time, is more seducing than passion, 
puring the time when it grows and swells, it 
constantly justifies, to our apprehension, the 
tumult which it creates, by means of a thou- 
sand false arguments which it forms, and 
brings to its aid* Of some passions, such as 
anger and resentment, the excess is so obvi- 
ously dangerous, as loudly to call for modera- 
tion. He who gives himself up to the im- 
petuosity of such passions, without restraint, 
is universally condenmed by the world ; and 
hardly accounted a man of sound mind. But, 
what is less apt to be attended to, some even 
of those passions which are reckoned inno- 
cent, or whose tendency to disorder and evil 
is not apparent, stand, nevertheless, in need 
of moderation and restraint, as well as others* 
For sirch is the feebleness of our nature, that 
every passion which has for its object any 
worldly good, is in hazard of attaching us too 
strongly, and of transporting us beyond the 
bounds of reason. If allowed to acquire the 
full and unrestrained detninion of the hearty 
it is sufficient, in various situations, to render 
m miserable ; and almost in every situation^ 
bpr itsi^ngrossing power, to render us negligent 
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of duties which, as men or Christians^ we, are 
bound to perform. 

Of the insidious growth of passion, therefore, 
we have great reason to beware. We ought 
always to have at hand considerations, which 
may assist us in tempering its warmth and ia 
regaining possession of our souls. Let us be 
persuaded, that moments of passion are always 
moments of delusion ; that nothing truly is, 
what it then seems to be ; that all the opi<>- 
nions which we then form, are erroneous ; and 
all the judgments which we pass, are extrava- 
gant Let moderation accustom us to wait 
until the fumes of passion be spent ; until the 
mist which it has raised begin to be dissipated. 
We shall then be able to see where truth and 
ri^ht lie ; and reason shall, by degrees, resume 
the ascendant. On no occasion let us ima- 
gine, that strength of mind is shewn by violence 
of passion. This is not the strength of men, 
but the impetuosity of children. It is the 
strength of one who is in the delirium of a fe- 
ver^ or under the disease of madness. The 
strengtii of such a person is indeed increased. 
But it is an unnatural strength ; which being 
under no proper guidance, is directed towards 
objects that occasion his destruction. True 
strength of mind is she\yi in governing and 
resisting passion j not ife^^giving it scope ; in 
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restraining the wild beast within ; and actings 
on the most trying occasions, according to the 
dictates of conscience, and temperate reason. 

Thus I hare pointed out, in several instan- 
ces, how moderation ought to be displayed : 
moderation in our wishes ; moderation in our 
pursuits ; moderation in our hop^ ; modera* 
ticm in our pleasures ; moderation in our pa&p> 
sions* It is a principle whidi should habitu*^ 
ally influence our conduct, and form the reign* 
ing temperature of the soul. 

The great motive to this virtue is suggested 
by the words immediately following the text ; 
ike Lord is ai hand. The judge is coming, 
who is to close this temporary scene of things, 
and to introduce a higher state of existence.. 
The day is at band, which will place the great 
concerns of men in a point of view very differ- 
rent from that in which they are at present 
beheld ; will strip the world of its false glory ; 
will detect the vanity of earthly pursuits ; and 
disclose objects which have the proper title 
to interest a rational mind. Objects acquire 
power^to engage our passions only in proper-.- 
tion as they are conceived to be great. But 
^reat, or little, are no more than terms of 
comparison. Those ^ings which appear great 
14^ onQ who knows nothing greater, wi|l smk 
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into a jdiminutive size, when he becomes a(> 
quainted with objects of a higher nature. Were 
it oftener in our thoughts that the Lord is at 
handy none of these things which now dis- 
compose and agitate worldly men, would ap- 
pear of sufficient magnitude to raise commo- 
tion in our breasts. Enlarged views of the fu- 
ture destination of man, and of the place which 
he may hope to possess ii} an eteri^al world, 
naturally give birth to mqderation of mind. 
They teiid to cool all misplaced ardour about 
the advantages of this state ; and to produce 
that calm and temperate frame of spirit, which 
becon^es men and Christains, They give no 

f round for entire disregard of earthly concerns, 
labile we are inen, we must feel aud act as 
such. But they afford a good reason why they, 
who believe the Lord to be at handy should let 
their moderation appear and be known unto all 
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SERMON Xlil. 

ON tH£ JOYy AND THE BITTERNESS OF THE HEART. 



Proverbs^ xix« 10. 



The heart krioweth his own bitterness, and a 
stranger doth not intermeddle with his joy. 

It is well known, that men have always been 
much inclined to place their happiness in the 
advantages of fortune, and the distinctions of 
rank. Hence these have beeif pursued by 
the multitude with such avidity, that every 
principle of honour, probity, and virtue, have 
been sacrificed to the attainment of them. At 
the same time, many circumstances might have 
convinced men, that supposing them to be suc- 
cessful in the pursuit, it by no means followed 
that happiness was to be the reward. For if 
happiness be^ in truths essentially connected 
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with splendid fortune, or exalted rank, how 
comes it to pass, that many, in the inferior 
stations of life, visibly spend their days with 
more comfort, than they who occupy the high- 
er departments of the world ? Why does the 
beggar sing, while the king is sad ? A small 
measure of reflection on our nature might 
satisfy us, that there are other principles of hap- 
piness or misery, too often overlooked by the 
world, which immediately affect the heart, and 
operate there with greater force and power than 
any circumstances of rank or fortune. This 
is the observation of the wise man in the text ; 
and what I now purpose to illustrate. I shall 
take q. view of the chief sources of that bitter- 
ness which the heart hnoweth^ and of that^oy 
with which a stranger doth not intermeddle ; and 
then shall point out the proper improvements 
to be madQ of the subject. 

If we inquire carefully into the sources of 
the joy or bitterness of the heart, we shall 
find that they are chiefly two : that they arise 
either from a man's own mind and temper ; or 
from the connection in which he stands with 
some of his fellow creatures. In other words, 
the circumstances which most essentially affect 
every man's happiness are, his personal cha- 
racter and his social feelings. 
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I. fivery man's dwii mind and temper is 
necessarily t<y himself a source of much in^ 
ward joy or bitterness. For every man^ if we 
hiay be allowed the expressiof^ is more con- 
nected with himself, than with any external 
object. He is constantly a companioil to 
himself in his own thoughts: and what he 
meets with there, must, of all things, contri- 
bute most to hi* happiness, or his disquiet* 
Whatever hw fcoridition itt the world be, whe^ 
ther high or low, if he find no cause to upbraid 
himself for his behaviour ; if he be satisfied 
that his conduct proceeds upon a rational plan ; 
if, aniidst the fellings incident to humanity, 
his conscience be, m the main, free fi:om re- 
proach, arid h!s mind undisturbed by any dis- 
mal prefsages of futurity j the foundation is 
laid for a placid and agreeable tenor of life. 
If to this you add a calm and cheerful temper, 
not easily fretted or disturbed, not subject to 
envy> nor pron€ to violent passion, much of 
that joy will be produced, which, it is said in 
the text^ a strathger intermeddUeth not with. For 
this is an intrinsic joy, independent of all fo- 
reign causes^ The upright man, as it is written^ 
is satisfied from hmself. Undisturbed by the 
vexations of folly, or the remorse of guilt, his 
nights will be peacefiil, and his days serene. 
Hi6 mind is a kingdom to itself. A good 
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consciences and good temper^ preparei even ia 
the midnt of poverty, a continual feast. 

But how Mdly will the scene be reversed, 
if the first thoughts which occur to a man 
concerning himself^ shall be of a gloomy 
and threateiaing kind ; if his temper^ instead 
of calmness and self^ enjoyment, shall yield 
him nothing but disquiet and painful agita- 
tion ! In any situntion of fortune, is it pos*- 
sible &r him to be happy, whose mind is in 
this trouUed state? The $pirit of a mau mU 
miUam hu i$^firmkie$ ; but a wounded spirit zvke^ 
can bearf Vigour of mind may enable a 
man to sustain many shocks of adversity. Ia 
his spirit, as long as it is sound, he can find a 
resource, when other auxiltaries fail. But if 
that which should suatain him be enfeebled 
and broken ; if that to which he has recourse 
for the care of other isorrows, become itself 
the wowded part^ to what quairter can he 
turn for relief? 

The wounds which the spirit suffers are ow- 
ing chiefly to three canses : to folly, to pas- 
sion, or to guilt They frequently originate 
from folly ; that is, from vain ^and improper 
pursuits, which, though not directly criminal, 
are unsuitable to a man's age, character^ or conr 
ditlon, in the world. In consequence of these^ 
.he beholds himself degraded and exposed ; and 
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suffers the pain of many a mortifying reflec- 
tion, and many a humbling comparison of 
himself with others. The distress occasioned 
by a sense of folly, is aggravated by any vio- 
lent passion being allowed to take possession 
of the heart. Even though it be of the class 
of those which are reckoned innocent, yet if 
it have entirely seized and overpowered a 
man, it destroys his tranquillity, and brings 
his mind into a perturbed state. But if it be 
a passion of the black and vicious kind, it is 
sufficient to blast the most flourishing condi- 
tion, and to poison all his joys. If to those 
wounds inflicted by folly, or by passion, you 
add the wound of guilt, the remorse and fear 
produced by criminal deeds, you All up the 
measure of pain and bitterness of heart. Of- 
ten have the terrors of conscience occasioned 
inward paroxysms, or violent agitations of 
mind. A dark and threatening cloud seems, 
to the conscious sinner, to be. hanging over 
his head» ' He who believes himself despised, 
or hated, by men, and who dreads at the 
same time an avenging God, can derive little 
pleasure from the external comforts of life. 
The bitterness of his heart infuses itself into 
every draught which pleasure offers to his 
lips. 
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The external misfortunes of life, disappoint- 
ments, poverty, and sickness, are nothing in 
comparison to those inward distresses of mind, 
occasioned by folly, by passion, and by guilt. 
They may indeed prevail in different degrees, 
according as one or either of those princi-? 
pies of bitterness is predominant. But they 
are seldom parted far asunder from one ano-* 
ther ; and when, as it too often happens, all 
the three are complicated, they complete the 
misery of man. The disorders of the ^lind, 
having then arisen to^heir height, become of 
all things the most dreadful. The shame of 
folly, the violence of passion, and the remorse 
of guilt, acting in conjunction, have too frer 
quently driven men to the last and abhorred 
refuge of seeking relief in death from a life 
too embittered to be any Ipnger endured. I 
prpceed to consider, 

II. Other troubles and other joys of the 
heart, arising from sources different from 
those that I have now described ; founded in 
the relations or connections which we have 
with others, and springing from the feelings 
which these occasion. Such causes of sor- 
row or joy are of an external nature. Reli- 
gion does not teach that all the sources of in- 
ward pleasure or pain are derived from our 
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temper andmoral bi^aViour. These are indeed 
the principal springs of (Htterness or joy. In 
one way or other, they affect all the pleasures 
atid pains of life ; but they indude net witb^ 
in themselves the whole of diem. Our Crea- 
tor did not intend^ that the happiness of eadi 
indiTidual shodld have no d^pexidenGe on thi^e 
who are around him. Having connected ua 
in society by niany ties, it is bis decree^ that 
these ties should prove, during their subsis- 
tence, ahd in their dissolution^ eauaes of plea* 
sure or pain, immediatdly, or often deeply, 
affecting the humaa heart My doctrine^ 
therefore, is iiot> that the hktem^s which the 
heart hnoneth as its omn^ and thekjay with which 
« stranger intenneddieth rwt^ is independent 
of every thing external. AVhat I assert is, 
that this bittdrnessy and this/oj^, depend much 
tnore on other causes^ than on riches or po- 
verty^ on high or low stations in the world ; 
that equally, in the conditions of elevated 
fortune and of private life, the most material 
circumstances of trouble or felicity^ next to 
the state of om* own mind and temper, are 
the sefisations and affecttosis which arise from 
the connection we have with others. 

In order to miake this appear, let us sup* 
pose a man in. any rank or condition of iiffe^ 
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happy m his family aed kis f):knd$ j soothed 
by the cardial intercourse of kind affections 
which he partakes with them ) ei^oying the 
comfort of domg then^ good offices, and re^ 
ceiving ill return their sktoeief^at gratitude; 
expevieiictng: no jeakmsy nor envy^ bo disM- 
cjiiiet or alienation of affection, amoii^g those 
with whom he is coraiected ; how mnnjf 
and how eopious sources of inward joy opeti 
to i^ueh a man ! How smooth is the tenor 
of a li& that proceeds in such a course; what 
a smiling aspect does the love of parents and 
chiMren, of brothers and sisters^ of friends 
and relations, give to every surroundiiig ob« 
ject, and every returning day! With what 
a lustre does it gild even the small babita* 
tion where such placid intercourse dwells; 
wheve such scenes of heartfelt satisfkction 
succeed uninterruptedly to one another ! 

But let us suppose this: joyful intercourse 
to be broken ofl^ in an untimely hour, by tbd 
cruel hand of the last foe ; let us imagine the 
family, once so happy among thaoiselvea, to 
behold the parent, the child, or the spouse^ 
to whom their hearts were attached by the 
tenderest ties, stretched on the cold bed of 
death ; then what bitterness does the heaft 
know ! This, in the strictest sense, is its own 
bitlei*ne$s ; from which it is not in the power 
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of Jany external circumstance whatever ^o af- 
ford it relief. Amidst those piercing griefs 
of the heart, all ranks of life are levelled ; all 
distinctions of fortune are forgotten. Una- 
vailing Bre the trophies of splendid woe, with 
which riches deck the fatal couch, to give the 
least comfort to the mourner. The prince 
and the peasant, then equally feel their own 
bitterness. Dwelling on the melancholy re- 
membrance of joys that are past and gone, 
the one forgets his poverty, the other des- 
pises the gilded trappings of his state ; both, 
in that sad hour, are fully sensible, that on 
the favours of fortune it depends not to make 
man happy in this world. 

But it is not only the death of friends, which, 
in the midst of a seemingly prosperous state, 
is able to bring distress home to the heart. 
From various failures in their conduct when 
living, arises much of the inward uneasiness 
we suffer. It will, in general, be found, that 
the behaviour of those among whom we live in 
near connection, is, next to personal character 
and temper, the chief source either of the plea- 
sures, or of the disquietudes of every man's 
life. As, when their behaviour is cordial and 
satisfactory, it is of all external things the 
most soothing to the mind ; so, on the other 
hand, their levity, their inattention, or occa- 
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sional harshness, ev^n though it proceed to 
no decided breach of friendship, yet ruffles 
and frets^ the tenapen Social life, harassed 
with those petty vexations, resembles a road 
which a man is doomed daily to travel ; but 
finds it rugged and stony, and painful to be 
trod* 

The case becomes much worse, if the base 
^nd criminal conduct of persons whom we have 
once loved, dissolve all the bonds of amity, 
and shew that our confidence has been abus- 
ed. Hien are opened some of the deepest 

springs of bitterness in the human heart. 

Behold the heart of the parent, torn by the 
unworthy behaviour and cruel ingratitude of 
the child, whom he had trained up with the 
fondest hopes ; on whom he had lavished his 
whole affection ; and for whose sake he had 
laboured and toiled, through the course of a 
long life. Behold the endearments of the con- 
jugal state changed into black suspicion and 
mistrust ; tlie affectionate spouse or virtuous 
husband, left to mourn, with a broken heart, 
the infidelity of the once-beloved partner of 
their life. Behold the unsuspecting friend be- 
trayed in the hour of danger, by the friend 
in whom he trusted ; or, in the midst of se- 
vere misfortune, meeting nothing but cold in- 
difference, perhaps scorn and contempt, where 
he had expected to find the kindest sympathy. 
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f — ^Are diese^ let me flBk, uncomnofi scenes 
in the world? Are suoh distresses peculiar 
to any rank or citation ? Do they chiefly be* 
fall persons in hqmUe life, and have the ^eat 
any prerogative which a^rds them exeitip- 
tion ? When theh^rtas sorely wounded 
by the ingratitude or faithlessness of those 
on whom it had leaned with the whole 
weight of affection, where shall it turn for 
relief? Will it find comfort in the recoU 
lection of honours fuid titles, or in the con- 
templation of surroundii^ treasures ? — r~ 
Talk not of the honours of a court. Talk 
Hot of the wealth qf the east, These, in the 
hours of heart4>itterness, are spurned as con* 
temptible and vile ; perhaps cursed, as iiidi* 
rect causes of the present distress. The dart 
h^$ made its way to the "h^art IHipre, there 
it is fixed.. The very 9eat of feeling {19 as? 
sailed; and ii| proportion to the sensibility 
of the sufferer's heart, and the tenderness of 
his afFections, such, unfortunately, will b^ his 
degree of anguish. ^ good conscience, j^nd 
hope in God, may indeed bring him consola^ 
tion. But under such distresses of the heart, a^ 
I have described, fortune, be it as fl(Hirishing 
^s you will, is no more than an empty pageant^ 
It is a feeble reed, which affords no support 
It is a house of straw, which is i^atterad be? 
fore the wind. 
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Thus, yon see this doctrioe meeting us, 
£tom many quarters, thfit ihe heart knows a 
bitterness and joy of its own, altpgether disn 
iinct from the uneasiness or the pleasure that 
is produced by the circiimstances of external 
fortune ; arising either from personal charac-t 
ter, and the state of a mui's own mind ; op 
from the a^ections excit^ by the relations in 
whieh he stimds to others. This joy and this 
bitterness are, each ^ them, of so much 
grei^t0( consequence than any distinctions of 
fortune, that, blessed with the former, one 
may be happy, as far as human happiness 
goes, ia a cottage ; and, afflicted with the lat-^ 
ter, he must be n^serable in a palace, ■ Let 
us now proceed to an important part of the 
subject, the practical improvement to which 
this doctrine leads. 

Firsts Let It serve to moderate our passioii 
for richeSf and high situations in the worlds 
It is well Ifnown, that the eager pursuit of 
thi^e is the chief incentive to the crimes that 
fill the world. Hence, among the middle and 
lower ranks of men, all the fraud, falsehood, 
and treachery with which the competition for 
gain infests society. Hence, in the highey 
statiims of the world, all the atrocious crimes 
jQowing from ambition, and the love ot' power^ 
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by which the peace of mankind has so often 
been broken, and the earth stained with 
blood. Had these coveted advantages the 
power, when obtained, *of ensuring joy to 
the heart, and rendering it a stranger to bit- 
terness, some apology might be offered for 
the violence to which they have given occa- 
sion. The prize might be supposed worthy 
of being acquired at a high expence, when so 
much depended on the attainment But I 
have shown, I hope with satisfactory evi- 
dence, that the contrary is the truth. I say 
not, that the advantages of fortune deserve 
no regard from a wise or a good man. Po- 
verty is always distressing. Opulence and 
rank are both attended with many comforts, 
and may be rendered subservient to the most 
valuable purposes. But what I say is, that 
it, is a great error to rate them beyond their 
just value. Secondary advantages, inferior 
assistances to felicity, they are ; and no more. 
They rank below every thing that immediate- 
ly afiects the heart, and that is a native source 
of joy or bitterness there. If a man be either 
unhappy in his dispositions, or unhappy in 
all his connections, you heap upon him, in 
vain, all the treasures, and all the honours 
which kings can bestow. Divest these things, 

then, of that false glare which the opinions 
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of the multitude throw around them. Con- 
template them with a more impartial eye. 
Pursue them with less eagerness. Above all, 
never sacrifice to the pursuit any degree of 
probity or moral worth, of candour or good 
affection ; if you would not lay a foundation 
for that bitterness of hieart, which none of the. 
goods of fortune can either compensate or 
cure. 

Secondly^ Let the observations which have 
been made, correct our mistakes, and check 
our complaints, concerning a supposed pro- 
miscuous distribution of happiness in this 
w6rld. The charge of injustice, which so 
often, on this account, hath been brought 
against Providence, rests entirely on this 
ground, that the happiness and misery of 
men may be estimated by the degree of their 
external prosperity. This is the delusion un- 
der which the multitude have always labour- 
ed ; but which a just consideration of the in- 
visible springs of happiness that affect the 
heart is sufficient to correct If you wduld 
judge whether a man be really happy, it is 
not solely to his houses and his lands, to 
his equipage and his retinue, you are to look. 
Unless you could see farther, and discern what 
joy, or what bitterness, his heart feels, you 

voir. Ill, p 
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can pronounce nothing concerning him« That 
pfoml and wicked man whom you behold sur^ 
rounded with state and splendour^ and upon 
whom you think the favours of Heaven so 
improperly lavished^ may be a wretch, pining 
away in secret, with a thousand griefs im- 
known to the world. That poor man^ who 
appears neglected and overlooked^ tnajs iii his 
bumble station, be partaking of all the moral 
and all the social joys that exhilarate the 
heart ; may be living cheerful, contented, and 
happy. Cease, then, to murmur agaimt dis- 
pensations of Providence, which are^ to us, so 
imperfectly known. Envy not the prosperity 
of sinners. Judge not of the real condition of 
men, from what floats merely on the surface of 
their state* ^Let us rather^ 

Thtrdlifj Turn our attention to those inter- 
nal sourcigs of happiness or misery^ on which 
it hath been shewn that so much depends^ As 
far as the bitterness or joy of the heart arises 
from the first of those gteat springs which I 
assigned to it, our own conduct and temper, 
so far our happiness is placed, in some mea^ 
sure, in our own hands. What is amiss or 
disordered within, in consequence of folly, of 
passion, or guilt, may be rectified by due care, 
Under the assistance of divine grace* He 
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who thereby attaini^ to a tranquil ahd coffi>- 
posed state of heart, ffee from ill huntout 
end disgust^ fromriolent passions, and A'om ve:k:* 
ing remorse, is laying a foundation for tettjoy- 
mefnt of himself, much surer and broader than 
if be were amassing thousands to increase his 
estate. 

With regard to the other sprfng of joy <» 
bitterness of heart, arising fihoin our connetv 
ttons with others, here, indeed, we &x^ more 
dependent on things not within our powien 
Thei»e connections are not always of our owtti 
forming; and even when they have been ferteh- 
ed by choice, the wiseiit are liable to be dis-- 
4ippoitited in their expectations. Yet liere too 
it will be founds that the 'proper regulation of 
the heart is of the utmost importance, both 
for improving the joys which our situation 
affords, and for mitigating the griefs which 
our connections may render unavoidable. 
As far as the choice of friends or rela- 
tives depends on ourselves, let their virtue 
and worth ever direct that choice, if we look 
£Mr any lasting felicity from it In all the ha- 
bits and attachments of social life, after diey 
are formed, let it be our Gftudy, to fulfil pro- 
perly oiit own parU Let nothing be wanting 
on our side, to nourish that mutual harmo- 
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ny and affectionate friendship which, in every 
•ituation of life, has been shown, is of so great 
con$equence to our peace and satisfaction* It 
is not, indeed, in our power to preserve al- 
ways alive those friends, in whom our hearts 
delight. It is often not in our power to pre- 
vent the ingratitude and unworthy behaviour 
of other friends, from whom we once expect- 
.ed comfort. But under those afflicting inci- 
dents of life, much may be done by proper 
employment of the thoughts, and direction of 
the affections, for obtaining relief To a pu- 
rified and well regulated heart, reason aAd re- 
ligion can bring many aids for healing its 
wounds, and restoring its peace ; aids whichi 
to the negligent and vicious, aie wholly un- 
known. The greater experience we have^of 
the vicissitudes of human life, with more 
weight will that precept of the wise man al- 
ways come home to our remembrance ; Keep 
thy heart with all dUigenee ; for out of it are the 
mue$ of life. ^ > - Hence arises. 

In the fourth and la$t place. Another in- 
struction, that is of the utmost importance to 
us all, frequently to look up to him who made 
the human heart ; and to implore his aasist*- 
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ance in the regulation and government of it. 
Known to him are all the sources of bitter- 
ness and joy by which it is affected. On him 
it depends, to let them forth, or to shut them 
up; to increase, or to diminish them at his 
pleasure. In a study so infinitely important 
to happiness, as that of the preservation of 
inward peace, we cannot be too earnest in 
beseeching aid from the great Father of Spi- 
rits, to enable us to keep our hearts free from 

distress and trouble. Besides the assistance 

which we may hope to derive from divine 
grace, the employments of devotion them- 
selves form one of the most powerful means 
of composing and tranquillizing the heart, 
pn various occasions, when the sources of 
heart-bitterness have been most overflowing, 
devotion has been found the only refuge of 
the sufferer. Devotion opens a sanctuary, to 
which they whose hearts have been most deep- 
ly wounded, can always fly. Within that 
quiet and sacred retreat, they have often found 
a healing balsam prepared. When grieved 
by men, they have derived, from the ascent 
of the mind towards God and celestial ob- 
jects, much to soothe them at present, and 
much to hope for in future. Let us, there- 
fore, neglect no mean with which religion can 
furnish us, for promoting the joys, and as^ 
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suaging the bittemeas of th^ hearts Amidst 
tiie frailties of our nature^ the inconstancy of 
nen, and the frequent changes of humaii Ufc^ 
we shall find every assistance that can be pro- 
cured, little enough, for aaabling us to pass 
our few days with tolerable oomfort amd 
peace. 
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OK CHARACTERS OF IMPERFEtT GOODKESS. 



Mark, x. 2h 
Then Jesus^ beholding hinif loved him. 

The characters of men which the world pre^ 
sents to us are infinitely diversified* In some, 
eittier the good or the bad qualities are so 
predominant, as strongly to mark the charao* 
ter { to discriminate one person as a virtuous, 
another as a vicious man. In others, these 
qualities are so mixed together, as to leave 
the character doubtful The light and the 
shade are so much blended, the colours of 
virtue and vice run in such a manner into one 
apother, that we can hardly distinguish where 
the one ends, and the other begins ; and we 
remain in suspence whether to blame or to 
pndse* While we admire thofi^ who are tbcN- 



Digitized by 



Google 



1?S2 mS CHARACXiaiS I*****- ^** 

roughly good, and detest the grossly wicked^ 
it is proper also to bestow attention on those 
imperfect characters^ where there may be much 
to praise, and somewhat to blame ; and where 
regard to the commendable part shall not hin-^ 
der us from remarking what is defective of 
faulty. Such attentions will be found the more 
useful, as characters of this mixed sort are, more 
frequently than any other^ exhibited to us in the 
commerce of society. 

It was one of this sort, which gave occasion 
to the incident recorded in the text. The in* 
cident seems to have been considered as con- 
siderable, since it is recounted by three of the 
evangelical writers ; and by them all with 
nearly the same circumstances. The person 
to whom the history relates was a nUer ; one 
of higher rank and station than those who 
usually resorted to Jesus. He was a rich man: 
He was a young man. His whole behaviour 
was prepossessing and engaging. He appears 
to have conceived a high opinion of our Lord. 
He addressed him with the utmost respect ; 
and tile question which he put to him was 
proper and important. He kneoled to him^ and 
mid^ Good Mader^ what ihail I do that I may 
inherit eternal life ? His conduct in the world 
had been regular and decent He could pro- 
^t, that he had hitherto kept himself free 
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from ai^y gross vice ; and in his dealings with 
others, had observed the precepts of God 
Our Lord beholding him^ is said to iiave loved 
Mm^ whence we have reason to conclude he 
was not hypocritical in his professions ; and 
that his countenance carried the expression 
of good dispositions, as his speech and his 
manners were altogether complacent and gentle. 
Yet this person, amiable as he was, when his 
virtue was put to the test, disappointed the 
hopes which he had given reason to form. 
Attached, in all probability, to the indulgence 
of ease and pleasure, he wanted fortitude of 
mind to part with the advantages of the world 
for the sake of religion. When our Lord re- 
quired him to fulfil his good intentions, by re* 
JUnquishing his fortune, becoming one of his 
followers, and preparing himself to encounter 
sufferings, the sacrifice appeared to him too 
great. Impressions of virtue, however, still 
remained on his mind. He was sensible of 
what he ought to have done, and regretted his 
want of courage to do it. He wm sorrowful : 
He was grieved : Yet he went away. 

Persons of a character somewhat resembling 
this, all of us may have met with, especially 
among the young; among those who have 
been liberally educated ; and polished by a 



Digitized by 



Google 



gOo4 9(Hi\0ty* They abhor <q>«i vice* luad 
crimes that diaturb the world. They h»v^ * 
respect for religion. They are willing to re- 
ceive inatru^iion for their conduct Thcrjr are 
modest and unassuming ; respectful to their 
superiors in age or atation ; g^^tle in iheir ad* 
dreas; inoffensive and courteous in their whole 
behaviour. They are fond of obliging every 
one ; unwiUing to hurt or diaplease any :-^ 
Sttdi persons we cannot but love. We gladly 
promise well of them ; aiid are disposed to 
£»rward and asaist them: yet, such, ia the. 
weakness of our nature, that at the bottom of 
tbi^ character there maiy lie, aa we see exem-r 
plified in the instance before us, some secret 
and material defects. That vigour of mind^ 
that firmness of principle, may be wanting, 
which is requisite for enabling th^m to act 
with propriety, when their virtue is put to a 
decisive trial. Thie sofiness of their nature i» 
unfavourable to a steady perseverance in the 
course of integrity. Tbey possess the amiable 
qualities ; but there is ground to suspect, that 
in the estimable ones they are defident. 
While, therefore, we by no means class them 
jwiong the bad, we dare not give thrai the 
fuU praise of virtue. When they set out in 
th« vorld, we cannot pronounce with confix 
fences whftt confirmQd features their i^araeter 
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^iH 49SIIIK9 1 »Qr l»<>w far they can be depends 
ed upon in future liia. Allow me now to 
point out the dftngers which such persons are 
most likely to incur ; and to shew what is rem 
quisitQ for them farther to study, in order to 
their fiilfilUpg the part of good m^n and true 
Chiri8tiw9. 

L Persons of this description are not qua^ 
lified for discharging aright many duties, to 
which their situatipn in life may call them. 
Jn eeartain circumstances they behave with 
ebundK&ce of propriety* When all is calm 
itnd smooth around them ; when nothing oo^ 
qurs to ^itate the mind, or to disturb the 
tenor of placid lifei none of their defects come 
forw9J*d. They are beloved i and they arq 
vMUl- They promote the comfort of humai^ 
society ; and, by gendeneas and courtesry of 
maQQerSf serve to cement men together in ar 
^eeable union. Bnt tfi sail on the tranquil 
sui^ace of at) unrufiled lakei apd to steer a 
aafe course through a troubled and stormy 
oeeap, require different talents: and alas! hu^ 
man life oftener resembles the stormy oceaQ 
than the unruffled lake. We shall not have 
been long embarked, without finding the re- 
semblance to hold too closely. 

Amidst the bustle of the world, amidst the 
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open contentions and secret enmities which 
prevail) in every society, mildness and gentle- 
ness alone are not sufficient to carry us with 
honour through the duties of our different 
stations ; as heads of families, citizens, sub- 
jects, magistrates, or as engaged in the pur- 
suits of our several callings. Disturbances 
and trials arise, which demand vigorous exer- 
tions of all the moral powers ; of patience, vi- 
gilance, and self-denial ; of constancy and for- 
titude, to support us under danger and re- 
proach ; of temperance, to restrain us from 
being carried away by pleasure ; of firm and 
determined principle, to make us despise the 
bribes of sin. These manly dispositions of 
mind are indispensably necessary to prepare 
one for surmounting the discouragements of 
virtue, and for struggling honourably through 
the hardships of life. Unless he be thus arm- 
ed and fortified, whatever good intentions 
have been in liis heart, they are likely- to be 
frustrated in action. Nothing that is great 
can be undertaken. Nothing that is difficult 
or hazardous, can be accomplished. Nor are 
we to imagine, that it is only in times of per- 
secution, or war, or civil commotions, that 
there is occasion for those stronger efforts, 
those masculine virtues of the soul, to be dis- 
played. The private, and seemingly quiet 
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Stations of life, often call men forth, in the 
days of peacis, to severe trials of firmness and 
constancy. The life of very few proceeds in 
90 uniform a train, as not to oblige them to 
discover, in some' situation or other, what 
proportion they possess of the estimable qua^ 
lities of man. Hence it sometimes happens, 
that persons whose manners were much less 
promising and engaging than those of others, 
have, nevertheless, when brought to act a 
part in critical circumstances, performed that 
p»t with more unsullied hcwour and firmer 
integrity than they. 

IL Persons of the character I have de- 
scribed are ill fitted, not only for discharging 
the higher duties of life, but also for resisting 
the common temptations to vice. With good 
dispositions in their mind, with a desire, like 
the young ruler, in the text, to know what 
they shall do in order to inherit eternal life; 
yet when the terms required of them interfere 
with any favourite enjoyment, like him, they 
are Morro'wful^ <md go away. The particular 
tnal to which he was put, may appear to be a 
hard one, and to exceed the ordinary rate of 
virtue. Our Lord, who discerned his heart, 
saw it to be necessary, in his case, for bring* 
' in^ his character to the test. But ip casei 
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whefe trial* of much tess dWAculty present 
themselves, they who partake of a character 
siimilaf to his, are often fotiftd to gfVfe way. 
The good qualities which they p6ssie6S) border 
on certain Weaknesses of the mind ; and these 
weaknesses are apt to betray them insensibly 
into vices with which they Are cotttiected^ 

Good-nature, for instance^ is in danger of 
running into thiit unlimited cotnplAisatitiei 
which assimilates men to the loose manner* 
of those whom they find around Ihem. I^liaUt 
and yielding in their temper, they have not 
force to stand by the deciilixMs *f their own 
minds^ with regard to right and wrong. Like 
the animal which is said to assume the colour 
of every object to which it is applied, they 
lose all proper character of their own ; ^taid 
are formed by the characters of those with 
whom they chance to aitaociate. II1& mild 
are apt to sink into habits of indolence and 
sloth. The cheerful and gay, when Warmed 
by pleasure and mirth, lose that sobriety and 
self-denial, which is eSJ^ential to the support 
of virtue.— ^Even modesty and subtniMiooi 
qualities so valuable in themselves, and so 
highly ornamental to ycWith) 4om«t4me4 ^tgg^ 
nerate into a vicious timidity ; a timidity wIiMl 
restrain* men from doing their duty with firm- 
ness ; which cannot stand thti ^iW^A ^ tild. 
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grmtythe t^rodch of tbe midtiludet i>t even 
the liidtccile and sheet Of the scorneh 

Nothihg cdti be nlot^ amiable than a coti^* 
sA^ant deisire td please, and ah unwillingness to 
ofiefid or hurt^ Yet in characters where thilt 
is a predominant feature^ defeots are oilient 
founds Fond always to obli^, and afraid tQ 
Htter ady .disagreeable trUth, such persdn». 
are sotnetimes led to dissemble. Their love 
of truth is sacrificed to their Idre of pleasing^ 
Their speech, and their niainnets^ assUrae a 
studied c6iurtesy. You canm(>t always depend 
on their smile ; nor, wheil they promise^ be 
sure of the performaiice. They meaii and in- 
tend well. But the good intention is tempo- 
rary. Like wax, they yield easily to every 
impressibn ; and the transient frieftdt^hip con* 
traeted with ime p^rson^ is effa/aed by the ne&t* 
Undistiilgliishing desire to oblige^ often proves^ 
in thd present state of human thii^gs, a dan- 
^rotis habit They who cannot, on many oc- 
€asioBS> givb a firm and steady denial, or who 
4!^annol break off a connection, which has been 
hastily and ioaptoperly formed) stand on the 
brink of many mischie^^ They will be se- 
duced by the corrupting, ensnared by the art* 
faU betrayed by those in whom they had pla- 
ced thtir triist* Unsuspicious thegaselves, 
tiiey were flattered with the belief of having 
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many firiends around them. Elated widi san- 
guine hopes and dbteerfu) spirits, they reckon- 
ed, that to-morrow would be as this day^ and 
more abundant. Injudicious liberality^ and 
thoughtless profusion, are the consequence ; 
until in the end, the straits to which they are 
reduced, bring them into mean or dishonour- 
able courses. Through « innocent, but un- 
guarded weakness, and from want of the se* 
verer virtues, they are, in process of time, be*- 
trayed into downright crimes. Such may be 
the conclusion of those, who, like the young 
ruler before us, with many amiable and pro^ 
raising dispositions, had begun their career is 
life. 

III. Such persons are not prepared for sus- 
taining, with propriety and dignity, the dis- 
tresses to which our state is liable. They were 
equipped for the season of sunshine and sere- 
nity ; but when the sky is overcast, and the 
days of darkness come, their feeble minds are 
destitute of shelter, and ill provided for de- 
fence. Then is the time, when more hardy 
qualities are required ; when courage must 
face danger, constancy support pain, patience 
possess itself in the midst of discouragements, 
magnanimity display its contempt of threaten^ 
ings. If those high virtues be altogether 
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iCaangns to the miqd^ tloe Tm\A inA gentle wUl 
certainly sink undar t&e tonent of disasters.--^ 
The riiler m the text could pleiKli that hia be- 
haviour to others, in the course of social lilcy 
had been onexceptioiiable* So far, tberefleo- 
tk)ii on his condnet would afibrd hiso: coflnlbrt 
amidst adveraity. Bat no man is withovit 
failings. Jm the dejectisrg season of trouble it 
will occur to every one^ that.be has been gniji- 
ty of fireqiiient transgression; that much ef what 
ought to have been ^im^ was neglected ; and 
t^at much of what has beea done, had better 
bare been omitted^ In 9ach si|qatian&,when 
a thousand apprehensioiia ari&e to akrm c<HDh- 
scienee, nothing is able to cjaiet its uneasiness, 
oxeept a well-grounded trust in the mercy and 
acceptance of Heaven. It is &m religious 
principle, acting upon a manly and enii^htjeia- 
ed mind, that gives dignity ta the character, 
and- composure to the heart, under alli the 
^roubles, of the world. This enables the faorai^ 
and idrtuous man, with saccess' to bnflfet tke 
atorair While he, who bad onoe sparkled in 
6oeiety with all the charms of gay vivacity, 
find had been the delight of every circle in 
which he wa3 engaged^ remains dispirited, 
overwhelmed^ and annihilatedr ia the eifl 
liay. 

jSucb ar^ thfi lailin]^ kieident to persoiis 
VPJ-, III, q 
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of mixed and imperfect goodness ; such the 
defects of a character formed merely of the 
amiable^ witiiout the estimable qualities of 
man. 

It appears from this^ that we must not place 
too mudi trust in the fair appearances^ which 
a character may at first exhibit. In judging 
of others, let us always think the best, and 
employ the spirit of charity and candour. 
But in judging of ourselves, we ought to be 
more severe. Let us remember him whom 
our Lord beheld, and loved; and who yet 
fell short of the kingdom of heaven. Let us 
not forget, that something more than gentle- 
ness and modesty, than complacency of tem- 
per and affability of manners, is requisite to 
form a worthy man or a true Christian. To 
a high place in our esteem, these qualities are 
justly entitled.. They enter essentially into 
every good man's character. They form 
some of its most iavourable distinctions. But 
they constitute a part of it ; not the whole. 
iLet us not, therefore, rest on them entirely, 
when we conceive an idea of what manner of 
persons we. ought to be. 

Let piety form the basis of firm and esta* 
blished virtue. If this be wanting, the cha- 
racter cannot be sound and entire. Moral 
virtue will always be endangered^ often be 
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overthrown^ when it is sejMrated from its sur- 
est support Confidence in Grod, strengthen- 
ed by faith in the great Rede^ner of man- 
kind, not only amidst the severer trials of vir<« 
tue, gives constancy to the mind ; but, by 
Dourisbing the hope of immortality, adds 
warmth and elevation to the affections. They 
whose conduct is not animated by religioua 
principle, are deprived of the most powerful 
incentive to worthy and honourable deeds. 

Let such discipline, next, be studied as may 
forfti us to the active and manly virtues. To 
natural good affections, we can never entirely 
trust our conduct. These, as has been shewn, 
may sometimes be warped into what h 
wr(Mig ; and often will prove insufficient for 
carrying us rightly through all the duties pf 
life. Good affections are highly valuable ; 
but they must be supported by fixed prin- 
ciples, cultivated in the understanding, and 
rooted in the heart. Habits must be acquir- 
ed of temperance and self-denial, that we 
may be able to resist pleasure, and endure, 
pun, when either of them interfere with our 
duty ; that we may be prepared to make a 
sacrifice of any worldly interest, when the 
voice of God and conscience demand it Let 
usi always remember, that without fortitude 
of mind; there is no manhood ; there can be 

ft2 
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no pegsemef a nce m victucib Let a sfieveA 
and myiolafele regard finr tradu rei^ m our 
wlijote behaTioer. X<et ma be djisu^gukthod. 
fkm fideMty to evesy proMtfke^ we have made £ 
and fi:^ conslawcy in every woctby ^iendship! 
we bave fi>siiMd« Le6 iw weak cemplaiaamccw 
ih> unduie cegacd to the opisaoiis ef m«^ 
tfvev make us betny the n^fatsr of eofiscteBCQw 
What we have onee^ upon dim cDttsideflatioiih 
adopted as rules of oondact, to tbeae kk iw 
adBieFe unshakeo. However the woeld may 
change around 11% let ife find na the aa&n^ ia 
prosperity and adr^aity ; faithfol to God and 
virtue ; fiuthful to tbeconvictioDS of our own 
heart What our lot io the wodd may be,, is 
ftot ours to foresee or determine. But it ia oan 
to resolre, that, wkatevev it shall be, it ^ufl 
fiBfd us persevering ia one line of uprightness 
and hooo^ur. 

By such diseipKnerSuch attentions aa theses 
we are to guard against those failings, whtdi are 
sometimes found to stain the most engagii^ 
chwacters* Joining m prc^r unionth&amiaUe 
and the estimabl^qmlitiesv by the one we shdl 
attract the good ; and by tlM othev eomnunad 
respect from the bad We* shaH both secure oar 
own integrity, and shall exlubit to others a pro- 
per view of what virtue is, m ita native grace 
and raagesty. ht one part of our charactm^ we 
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fithall resemMe tbeflcyw^that smites In Spring ^ 
in MMkiev^ nhe firmly T4)diked tree, tJkM brav^efi 
the winter i^torsn. Foir, Temembea' we miasl;^ 
that there is a 'season of winter, as well as <of 
^ring and summer, in human life ; and it 
ccHicern^ us to be ecjually prepared for both. . 

A ht^ieT and itoore perfect example of radi 
A chBrca<:ter as I now vecommeod, oaimot be 
founds tlian whet is presented to us in the life 
of Jesus Christ, In Mm we beho4d ^1 that 
fe gentle, umted with ^ali that is r^t^ectable. 
It is a remarkrfbte expression, whi4[^ the ApH»^ 
tie Paul employs concerning him ; / beseech 
you by the meekness and gentleness of Christ. * 
Well might these qualities be singled out, as 
those for which he was known and distinguish- 
ed. We jsee hinjt in his whole behaviour af- 
fable, courteous, and easy of access. He con-^ 
versed familiarly with all who presented them- 
selves ; jand despis^ not the mieanest. With 
all the infirmities of his disciples, he calmly 
bore ; ^nd his rebukes were mild, when their 
provocations were great. He wept over the 
calamities of his country, which persecuted 
him ; and apologi3ed and prayed for theni 
who put him to death. Yet the same Jesijs 



* 2 Cor. X. 1, 
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we behold awful in the strictness of his vif- 
tue, inflexible in the cause of truth ; uncom- 
plying with prevailing manners, when he 
found them, corrupt; setting his face boldly 
against the hypocritical leaders of the peo- 
ple; overawed by none of their threatenings ; 
in the most indignant terms reproving their 
vices and stigmatising their characters. We 
behold him gentle, without being tame ; firm, 
without being stern ; courageous without be- 
ing violent. Let this mind be in us which tvos 
also in Jesus Christ; and we shall attain to 
honour^ both with God and man* 
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SERMON XV. 



ON THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD's SUPPER, AS A 
PREPARATION POR DEATH. 



Qp&EACHlD AT TUB CBtBBftATZON OF TitB 8ACEAMBNT OF THE 

lord's supfee.]] 



Matthew, xxvi. 29. 



JBtU I say unto you^ I will not drink henceforth 
of this fmit of the vincy until that day when 
I drink it new with you in my Father^ s king-- 
domn 

With these words of our Blessed Lord the 
Evangelist concludes his account of the in-^ 
stitution of the sacrament of the Supper. It 
is an institution which, solemn and venerable 
in itself, is rendered still more so by the cir- 
cumstances which accompanied it. Our Lord 
had now, for about three years, continued to 
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appear in his public character in the land of 
Judea. He had, all along, been watched with 
a jealous eye, by his enemies ; and the time 
was come, when they were to prevail against 
him. A few friends he had, from the begin- 
ning, selected, who, in every ^cissitude of his 
state, remained faithfully attached to him. 
With these friends he was ilow meeting for 
the last time, on the very evening in which he 
was betrayed and seized. He perfectly knew 
all that was to befall him. He knew that thisr 
was the last meal in which he T^as tp join with 
those who had been the companions of all his 
labours, the confideets of all his griefs ; among 
whom he had passed all the quiet and private 
moments of his life^ He knew that within a 
few hours he was to be torn from his loved 
society^ by a band of ruffians ; and by to-*mor- 
n>w, was to be publicly turaigned as a male- 
tKtor. With a heart mekiog with tender- 
ness, he said to ihe twelve apostles, as. he sat 
down with them at table. With desire I have 
desired to eat thii passover wkh you brfwe I 
suffer.'^ And then, havwg gratified himseif 
for the last time in th^r society, and having 
ii!k(St)tutdd that commemoration of his death, 
which w«s to oontiipiie in the Christiaa diarch 

* Lukexxii. 15* 
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until the «id of ages, Jbe took a sokran and 
adS^Gtioiiate £irewell of his friends, in the wcidtf 
•f the text ; / 9ag unto yau^ that I will not drmk 
kencifmih of the fruit cf^ vine^ mntil iiat day 
when I drink it new mkb yxm in tmf Father*9 
kingdom. 

As these ivords were uttered foy our Letd/ 
in the prospect of has sufforings; wlieR pre^ 
paring himself for dedth, and looking Ibi'waiid 
to a futuve tneetmg with his friendis in heaven $ 
let U89 under this view, oMBsider the isiicra^ 
ment, which he then instituted, as a prepara*^ 
tion for all the sufferings of life, aiKl espeeial-- 
ly, a preparation for death. It is fit and pro-* 
per^ tha^ such solemn pnospects slxyald -^ater 
into the service which we are this day to per*- 
form. We have no reason to imagine, that 
tibey will render it a gloomy service. A good 
and wise man is often disposed to look for^ 
ward to the termination of life. The number 
of our days is determined by God ; and cer^^ 
tainly it will not tend to ^dborten their num^* 
ber, that we employ ourselves in preparing 
for death. On the cootrary, while our days 
last, it will tiend to make us pasa them more 
comfortably, and more wisely. Let us now, 
then, as if for die last time we were to partake 
of this sacrament, consider how it may serve 
to prepare us for the dying hour. 
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' L It is a high exercise of all those disposi- 
tions and affections, in which a good maa 
wduld wish to die. He would surely wish to 
leave this world in the spirit of devotion to- 
wards God^ and of fellowship and charity with 
all his brethren on earth. Now these are the 
very.s^itiments which the sacrament of the 
Lord's Suppar inspires into the heart of every 
pious communicant. It includes the highest 
sets of devotion of which human nature is 
capable. It imports a lively sense of the 
infinite mercies of heaven ; of the grati- 
tude we owe to thi^ God who, by the death 
of hijs Son, hath restored the forfeited hap* 
piness and hopes of the human race. It 
imports the consecration of the soul to God; 
the entire resignation of ourselves, and all our 
concertos, into his hands ; as to the God whom 
we serve and love ; the guardian in whom we 
confide. To thee^ Lord^ do I lift up my soui. 
I mil go to the aitar of God^ to God my exceed^ 
ingjoy. I wUl come into thy house in the mul* 
titude of thy mercy ; and in thy fear I wiU wor^ 
$hip toward thy holy temple. ^ 

These devout siFections towards God are, 
on this occasion, necessarily accompanied with 
benevolent dispositions towards men. Our 

'*P3aIm xliiu *•; v. 7. 
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c<mimuhion is not only with God, but with 
one another. In this solemn service, the dis-^ 
tinction of ranks is abolished. We assemble 
in common before our great Lord, professing 
ourselves to be all members of his family, and 
children of the same Father. No feud, not 
strife, nor enmity, is permitted to approach 
the sacred table. All within that hallowed 
space breathes peace, and concord, and love; 
If thou bring thy gift to the altar, and there re^ 
memberest that thy brother hath aught against 
thee; leave there thy gift before the altar, and go 
thy way ; first be reconciled to thy brother, and 
then come and offer thy gift. * What can be 
more becoming men and Christians, than s^ch 
sentiments of piety to the great Father of the 
universe ; gratitude to the merciful Redeemer 
of mankind ; and charity and forgiveness to* 
wards all our brethren ? Is not this the temper 
iii which a good man would wish to live ; more 
^especially, is not this the frame of mind which 
will give both dignity and peace to his last 
moments ? How discomposed and embittered 
will these important moments prove, if, with 
a mind soured by the remembrance of unfor- 
given injuries, with a breast rankled by en- 
mity, with a heart alienated from Gk>d, and in* 
sensible to devotion, one be forced away from 
life? 

* Matthew, V.2 3, 24<. 
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ContemplfiEte the m&finer in *«htch our 
blessed Lord died ; wfaieh the seirice of tfab 
day brings pttrticialarly roto your view. You 
behold him, amidst the exsbremity iDf ^ain^ 
calm and coHeded w^hin himsdf; poss^nog 
his spirit widi all the dereciity vhidi fidblinw 
devotion and exalted iyenevolenceinspirc. Yoa 
hear him, first, lamenting the &te of his on* 
happy country ; next, 'when he was fastened 
to the cross, addressing words of consoiation 
to his afflicted parent ; amd, lastly, dending up 
prayers mixed with compassionate i^logies 
for those who were «hedding his blood After 
all those exercises of charity, you behold him, 
in an act of devout adoration and trust, re- 
signing his breath : Father, &Uo thy hands I 
commend my spirit. — Can any death be pro- 
nounced unhappy, how diBtreasful soevcar its 
circuHnstances may be, ijrl^ich is thus suppoft- 
ed and dignified ? What could we wicJi fiir 
more in our last moments, than with diis 
peaceful frame <^ inind, this cairn of ali the 
nfkdionsj thb exaltation of heart towards 
God, this diffusion of benevolence towards 
men, to bid adieu to the worid? 

If, in such a spirit as this, we would all wish 
to die, let us think that now is the time to 
prepare for it, by seasonably cultivating dm 
spirit while we live ; by imbibing, in pattica- 
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Isp^ fram tbe holy swxameot^ tl>ose dlspo^i- 
iwm an^ afiEectiona which we wocirlid wish to 
pofssesa at our latest fi^riocL It is altog^thef 
vaira Ho imagine^ tha4 when the hour o£ deatli 
apipfoaches, we shall be able to foinn oucselves 
ioAo the frame of mind whkh is then most 
pvopef aKkd decent Ajikidsit ti»e stru^ea of 
nalure, and «ad^ the k)ad of sickness or pai^, 
it is not time for imaeewtomed. exertions to 
be: made^ w fear new reformaitions to bebegitm 
Smffmmt^ aad moise tbaai suffieientf for that 
dc^ .2> tM mil tkate^fi. It wirll be^ too late Xq$ 
asaiitne thea the herc^ mr the saiaaity if we hfiMFa 
faefint totally uoaioqinanted wich the chatactec 
before. The sentinimks we wo«ild djaplay,, 
and the Un^gnsge weweuld utter, will be aUieiii 
and strange to ufli They will be forced and 
fixreign ta the beset.. It » odky in coDsequence 
of habita acquired m facmer aokd better daya^ 
that & tempec of piety and charity can grow 
np into such strength aa to confar peace and 
magnanimity on the csmcluiting hours of life^ 
Peeuihady favourable to= the acquisitiooi of such 
» temper, are the devotiom ^ this day. In 
this fw^y let us perform them ; and study to 
be^ at the table of the Lord, what we would 
wish to be when the aummonsr of death, shall 
come. 
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II. This sacrament becomes a preparation 
for death, by laying a foundation for peace 
with God« What is important at the close of 
life^ is not only the temper in which we leave 
the world, but the situation in which we stand 
with respect to that great Judge before whom 
we are about to appear. This view of our si- 
tuation is apt to escape us during the ordinary 
course of life. Occupied with the afiairs and 
concerns of this world ; flattered by those iU 
lusive colours of innocence and virtue, in 
which self-love dresses up our character,, ap- 
prehensions of guilt create little uneasiness to 
the multitude of men. But, on the approach 
of death, their ideas change. As the inqui* 
sition of the Supreme Judge draws nigh, re^ 
membered transgressions crowd upon the 
mind. Guilt becomes strongly realized to the 
imagination, and alarms, before unknown, be* 
gin to arise. Hence that anxiety in the pro- 
spect of a future invisible world, which is so 
often seen to attend the bed of death. Hence 
those various methods which superstition has 
devised for quieting this anxiety ; the trem- 
bling mind eagerly grasping every feeble plaiik 
on which it can lay hold, and flying for pro- 
tection to the most unavailing aid. The 
stoutest spirits have been then known to bend; 
the proudest hearts to be humbled. They who 
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are most thoughtless about their spiritual con-- 
cerns^ may, perhaps, be in this state before 
they die. 

The dispensation of grace discovered in the 
gospel, a£Pords the only remedy against those 
terrors, by the promise of pardon extended 
to the penitent, through the merits of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. It is the very essence of 
this sacrament, to exhibit this promised grace 
to mankind ; Mtf body which was broken for 
you ; my blood shed for many for the remission 
of sins. Here shines from above, the ray of 
Jiope. Divine justice, we are assured, is not 
inexorable. Divine mercy is accessible to all 
who believe and repent. The participation 
of this sacrament, therefore, naturally imports 
comfort to the worthy communicant ; as it 
supposes, on his part, a cordial compliance 
with those terms on which pardon is offer* 
ed by the gospel to mankind. . 

I mean not to say that the participation 
of this sacrament, how pious .. and proper 
9oever our dispositions at thart time may be^ 
is, of itself, sufficient to ensure us of com- 
fort at death. It were unwarrantable to flatter 
Christians with hopes to this extent. No single 
act of the most fervent devotion can afford as« 
aured hopes of peace with Heav^^n, until these 
hopes be confirmed by the succeeding tenor 
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of a good life. But what may safely be its- 
sertedl is^ that GOfnumnicating in a pfopef 
manner makes way for such hopes. It is^ im 
introdu£tion to thai state c£ reconeiltation 
wkh God, which will give you peace ia dea^h* 
It is the beginning of a good course, whieh^ 
if duly pursued, will make your latter estd 
blessed. It is the entrance of the path of ike 
Ju9t ; the morning of that tight which $kim€&^ 
mare and more unto the perfect dai^ For this 
holy sacrament is' a professed renanctation of 
the vices and eorruptioua of the world. It is 
a professed dereliction of former evU habita ; 
n solemn Feturo, on our part, to God and Yir« 
tue, under the firm trust diat God will, through 
Jesuit Chri^r shew mercy to the fiaulties of tha 
pentteutr If you continue to suppoort the 
character which you this day assume, the in- 
visible world will no longer present to you a 
scene of terrors* Yoo; wiB be comforted with 
the view of goodness and compassion^ as pre- 
dominant in the administration of the uni- 
verse*^ After having fiiwhed a virtuoue ooprs^ 
you wiU be able to look up to that God whom ^ 
you have worshipped, and to 3ay, / know in 
^Aom I home tru9ted. Thm^ J waib ihrefogh 
the Toitey of the diadow cf deaths I mil fem 
fta evU; for thou art with me^ Thy. rod and 
thy 8tq^ skdi eomfori me. 
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IIL This Sacrament prepares us for a hap- 
py death, by strengthening the connection be- 
tween Christians and Christ their Saviour* 
This is a connection which, in various ways, 
redounds to their benefit ; and will be found 
particularly consolatory at the hour of death. 
The awful Majesty of Heaven is in danger of 
overwhelming the mind, in the feeble moment 
of departing life. The reverence it inspires 
is mingled with sensations of dread, which 
might be too strong for us then to bean 
When we look up to it, through a Media- 
tor and Intercessor, that Majesty assumes a 
milder aspect, and appears to invite our ap- 
proach. Whatever, therefore, forms a connec- 
tion with this great Mediator, this powerful 
friend and patron of the human race, must 
be most desirable to every one, especial- 
ly to the dying man. Now, this Sacrament 
unites lis closely with him. It is the oath of 
our allegiance. It is the act of enlisting our- 
selves under thei>anner of this Divine Leader. 
Qf course it strengthens our faith in him, as 
our guide through life, and our guardian and 
protector in death. It gives us a title to look 
lip to him, under the confidence of that reci- 
procal engagement:, which fidelity on the one 
|ian4 is always understood to imply, and pro-* 
tection on the other. 

yoL. in. jt 



Digitized by 



Google 



.258 ON THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORDS SUFFER, 

His participation of our nature conveya a 
degree of encouri^ement, which we could de- 
rive from no being altogether celestial, hour 
gracious or benign soeven In ottr utmost ex^ 
tremity, we can have recourse to his sympa*- 
thising aid, who bad experience both of the 
distresses of life, and of the terrors of death* 
We behold in the text, with what firm tran* 
quillity he looked forward to his approaching 
suffering^. Sincere attachment to our great; 
Master, may be expected to infuse into us 
some degree of the same happy composition 
of mind It is owing to our losing out of 
view this perfect model j to our following the 
crowds and adopting the common spirit of the 
world, that we become mean spirited and 
base ; 9ervi)ely attached to life^ and afraid to 
die. Did we^ according to our engagements 
at the Lord's table, keep our eye fixed on our 
Divine Ijeader, and study to follow his steps^ 
a portion of his spirit would descend upon us 
at the hour of death. It would be as the 
mantle of Elijah, falling on a diosen disciple; 
dnd. would enable us, as it did Elisha of old^ 
to smite and divide the waters.— —We believe 
our Saviour now to rule in the world of spi* 
rits. The grave^ therefore, bars not his foU 
lowers from access to him. In the grave, for 
our sake^ he once lay down^ that be might 
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dispel the gloom whieh appeaM to Us to c6Ver 
thkt formidabie mansion. Itt a short time) he 
*t)se from it, in oMer to atasuite us, that th6 
dark and nartow house was not to confine hiaf 
fblloWe^s for evBt By his death, he conquer- 
ed death, and him that had the power of it ; 
and his^ voice to us is, Because I tivi^ ye ^hcM 
Ute also. Hence, as long as we preserve that 
ttttachment to hitn which we this day profess^ 
and dte furnished witft a variety of considera- 
tiohs proper for supporting us in the pros- 
pect of our dissolution — this leads me to ob- 
serve, 

IV. That the Sacrament of which we are to 
partake, prepares us for death, by confirming 
tttid enlivening our hope of immortality. In 
this sacrament, my friends, you act for both 
woridsi As inhabitants of the earth, you are 
on this day to look forward, with care to yoUt 
future behaviour in it. For you are not, 
by any means, disengaging yourselves totally 
froitl this life and its concerns. On the con- 
tfairy, you are forming, and even strengthen- 
ing, those connections, which virtue require* 
•you to maintain with your friends and fellows- 
creatures around you.— —At the same time, 
•you are liot to consider yourselves as citizens 
-of eirth only, but also as citizens of Henven. 

r2 
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You are to recognize, on this occasion, youc 
relation to a higher and better country, with 
which you are connected by the most sacrecl 
ties ; and from which you derive those com^ 
forts and hopes that will both purify your life, 
and render your death happy. The sacra* 
ment of the supper is, in this view, an as- 
cent of the mind above terrestrial things. At 
the Lord's table we associate ourselves in some 
degree, with spirits of a more exalted order. 
We declare, that we are tending towards their 
society ; and have fixed our final rest within 
the veil. This view of the institution, sq 
comfortable to the last period of life^ is plains 
ly given us in the words of the text For it 
is worthy of particular observation, that as 
soon as our Lord had instituted this Sacra- 
ment, he straightway leads the thoughts of his 
disciples to a state of future existence, f)m«- 
ploying that metaphorical style, which the oc*- 
casion naturally suggested, he tells them, that 
though he was not henceforth to drink of the 
fruit of the vine on earth, yet a day wa3 com- 
ing, whep he was again to drink it with them; to 
drink it in his Father^ s kingdom. Two distinct 
ideas are, in these words, presented unto us. 
One is, the abode into which our Saviour was 
to remove ; Ms Father's kingdom. The other, 
the society which he was there to enjoy j mth 
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7/ou in my Father^s kingdom. These corres- 
pond to the two views under which death is 
most formidable to men ; both of which he 
intended to banish^ by the institution of this 
Sacrafnent : first, that death is a transition to 
a new and unknown world ; and next, that it 
is a final separation from all the friends whom 
we have loved on earth. 

Firstf If death terminates our existence 
here, the abode to which it translates the faith- 
ful followers of Christ, is the kingdom of his 
Father, The institution of this Sacrament 
dispels all the gloomy ideas of annihilation, of 
noii-existence, of total darkness, which our. 
imagination is ready to associate with the 
grave. We are here assured, that to good^ 
men, death is not the close of being, but a 
change of stafte ; a removal from a distant and 
obscure province of the universe, int6 the city 
of God, the chief seat of their Father's king- 
dom. They have every reason to believe, that 
the obgects which are to meet thefti there, how 
hew and unknown soever, shall all be propi- 
tious and friendly. For infto the kingdom of 
his Father,- their Lord has declared that he 
is entered as their forerunner. I go to my Fa- 
ther^ and your Father; to my God and youf 
God. In my Father's house are many mansioM 
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I g^ to prepare a place for you* I wiU come 
again and receive you to tny^e^ thqtH toher^ I 
(ffriy there ye may he also. What reasoniiigSsi 
what speculations can have power to iroi^rt; 
?o much peace to the dying man, «& a pro- 
mise so direct and explicit) coining firovi hipi^ 
v^ho is truth itself, and cannot lie. If it v^ere 
not so^ I would h(we told you. * The pro8|pecC 
becomes still more cheering and relieving, 
when We include 

The other circumstances Qxentioned in the 
text ; the society to be enjoyed in that fiukmie 
state of being. Wiih yo^ I shall drink t^ the 
fruit qf the vine in my Father^ s ki^gdfim. . In 
how aniiable a light does pur Saviour here ap- 
pear, lookipg forward to a future re^UQion with 
those beloved friends, whqm he wa^ now leav-* 
Jiog, as %o a. pircumstance wbi<^ should ior 
crease both his own felidty and theirs^ when 
they met, again in a happier world! Thi|$, in 
a most aifectionate maiuner, d^eeriug their 
drooping and dqjected spirits ; and by a $imi-< 
lar prospect providing jR>r th^e o^mfgrt qf his 
followers ijo future generations, whe9 they 
should be about to leave the worl/d. 

The expressions in the teitt plalioly suggest 
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a joyfui intercoui^e »mQng friends, who had 
been separated by death, 8(nd thefefpre seem 
to gi^e much cotxfirjaxBfflpn^ to ^hat has al- 
ways been a favourite rbope of good men ; 
that friends shall .kfti^w and recpgnise each 
othec^ and renew theii^ fortpeif conniptions, in 
a futiire state of existence. How ipany plea- 
ding }f»eQspects does sUqh an intitii^tion opep 
to the mind ! How niiiich does it! t^l^d to coni- 
pensate the vanity of life, and to mitigate the 
aorrows of death ! For it is not to he denied, 
that one of the most hitter circumstances at- 
tending death is, the final separation from be- 
loved friends* This is apt equally tp wring 
the hisarts of f h» dying, -and the ^urviving^ 
and it .is ^ anguish of that sort, which des«- 
cends-most deeply into the virtuous and wpiv 
thy breast; When surrounded with an affec- 
tionate &mily, and weeping friends, a good 
man is taking his last adieu of all whom he 
held most dear. on earth ; when, with a feeble 
voice, he is giving them his blessing, before 
lie leaves, them for ever ; when, for the last 
time, he beholds the countenance, he touches 
the hand, he hears the voice^ of the person 
nearest his heart ; who could bear this bitter- 
ness of grief, if no support were to be minir 
*6tered by religious hope? if there were no 
Toice to whisper to our spirits, that, hereafter 
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we, and tho^e whom w^ love, shall meet again 
in a more blissful land? i\ .What higher view 
can possibly be given Of the benefit redound- 
ing from this divinie institution^ than its a& 
fording us consolation in such situations of ex- 
treme diistress, by realising to our souls the be- 
lief of an immortal state, in which all the vir- 
tuous and worthy shall be re-united in the pre- 
sence of their common Lord ? 

Thus I have set before you many Oonsiderar 
tions, arisii^g from the sacrament of our Lord's 
supper, which i^en^er it a proper preparation^ 
not only for a good life, but for a comfortable 
and happy death. The great improvement to 
be made of the subject is, to bring to the al- 
tar of God such dlsposition$ of heart, as may 
give us ground to hOp« lor this blessed ef* 
feet. Let us approach to the sacrament with 
the ^arae s6rk>usness of frame, as if it were 
the last timfe fve were 6ver to partake of it ; 
as if we were now tndking provision for a 
journey to that l&tid whence none return ; as 
if we were nevet to drink, in this manner, of 
the fruit of the ^ifie, until that day when we 
drink it, with those whom we have loved, in 
our Father^ s Arffzg^fom.-— — God only knows to 
whom this may be truly spoken ! God knows 
who, of this assembly, shall never have op- 
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;^ortunity to approach again to the sacred ta-^ 
ble, and to meet with their brethren, on such 
an occasion, in the courts of the Lord's house! 
— Whatever our doom is to be, whether we 
are appointed for life or for deaths such is the 
frame of mind which now best becomes^ and 
will most improve us in partaking of the holj 
sacrament 

Let me caution you, before I conclude^ 
against judging of the propriety of your dis- 
position in this solemn act of worship, solely 
by the warmth of your affections, and the fer- 
vour of your devotiom This state of hearty 
how desirable soever it taiay be^ cannot be at 
all times possessed^ It depends, in some mea* 
sure, on natural sensibility% All are not e^ 
qually endowed with warm and tender feel- 
ings. Even they who are susceptible of the 
highest degrees of pious and virtuous sensi-^ 
bility, cannot> on every occasion, command 
that happy temperature of mind. We are 
not, therefore, to judge unfavourably of our- 
selves, if this be not always the privilege of 
our devotions. It is chiefly a sedate and com- 
posed frame of Spirit, that we must study 
to cultivate; arising from grave and sober 
thoughts J from serious and penitent recol- 
lection of past errws; from ^ood purpose! 



Digitized by 



Google 



S66 ON THE SACRAMENT OF THE I^ORD's SUPPER, &C. 

for the future ; and from a deep sense of the 
approaching events of death and immortalitj. 
Penetrated with such dispositions, you have 
ground to come to the altar of God, with 
humble trust and joy ; under the belier, that 
you are approaching, through the great Re- 
deemer, to that merciful Creator, to whom, m 
the high and holy place of eternity^ the devout 
aspiraiions of his servants on earth, are ever 
acceptable and pleasing* 
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SERMON XVL 



ON THE USE AND ABUSE OF THE WORLD. 



1 Corinthians, viL 31. 
m^They that meJhis worldy as not abusing it. 

The world i& always represented in Scripture 
as the great scene of trial to a Christian^ ^It 
sets be&ore him a variety of duties, which aie 
incumbent on him to perform rand, at the 
same time^ surrounds him with many dangers, 
against whidi he has to guard The part 
which is proper £ot him to act, may be com- 
prised in these two expressive words of the 
text-*-M«^ ike worlds and not abusmg it; the 
significancy and extent of which, I propose 
now to explain. The sujbjtfct is of the higher 
importance, as in the world we must live; 
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and according as we use^ or abuse it^ it wQl 
prove either our friend, or our greatest foe. 

It is natural to begin with observing, that 
the Christian is here supposed to use the world ; 
by which we must certainly understand the 
Apostle to mean, maintaining intercourse and 
connection with the world ; living in it, as 
one of the members of human soeiety ; assume 
ing that rank which belongs to his station. 
No one can be said to use the world who lives 
not thus. Hence it follows, that sequestra- 
tion from the world is no part of Christian 
duty ; and it appears strange, that even among 
those who £(^prbve not of monastic confine- 
ment, seclusion from the pleasures of society 
should have been sometiniels considered, as 
belonging to the character of a religious man. 
They have been supposed to be the best ser- 
vants of God, who, consecrating their time to 
the exercises of devotion^ mingle least in the 
<irdinary commerce of the world ; and espe- 
cially who abstain most rigidly from all that 
has the appearance of amusement. But how 
pious and sincere soever the intentions of such 
persons may be, they certainly take not the 
properest method^ either for improving them- 
selves, or for advancing religion among others. 
For, this is not usyig the world, but relin- 
.quishing it. Instead of maidng. the light ^i a 
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good example ^hine with useful splendour 
throughout the circle of society, they confine 
it within a narrow compass. According to 
the metaphor employed by our Saviour, after 
the candle is lights they put it under a bushel^ 
Insteadof recommiending religion to the world, 
they exhibit it under the forbidding aspect of 
unne^9Mry austerity* Instead of employing 
their influence to regulate and temper the 
pleiuBures of the wprld, by a nioderate parti-* 
cipajtion of those that are innocent, they deli- 
ver ^p all tbe entertainmenjt9 of society iujlfo 
the hands of the loose ^nd giddy* 

The various dangeri^ which the world pre^ 
sents to one who is desirous pf maintaining his 
piety and integrity, have given rise to this 
scrupulous caution concerning the use of the 
world; ^.nd, so far, the principle is commend* 
able. Sut we must remember^ that the virtue 
of a Christian is to be shown, in surmojuntlng 
dangers which he is called to encounter. Into 
the post of danger we were ordered by Provi- 
dence when we were brought into this worlds 
W? w^re placed as soldiers, on the field of 
battle. ][t is there that our fidelity to our 
gre^t commander m^st appear. The most 
sign^^l virtues which adorn and improve the 
human pharacter are displayed in active life^ 
There the strength of the mind is brought 
forth and put to the test^ Thjsre, all th^ 
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amiable dispositions of the h6ait Aild t^^lf 
proper exercise ; humanitj^ is cbltivi^led j pa^ 
tierice, fortitude^ and sfelf-^denial, cotiie for- 
ward in all their forms: and thfe light ef 
good men's works so shine before bthers^ 
as to lead them to gkfrify their Father xt^hidi 
is in heaven. 

It may be assumed, therefore, As a priAfci:i()l6 
justified by the text^ and by the whole sttmh 
of Scripture, that to tae^ and in a certaiiEi de« 
gree to enjoy, the worlds is altogether consist-* 
ent with religioni According to the rant 
which men possess in society, according to 
their age, their employment, and connections, 
their intercourse with the wk)rld will bfe mor6 
Or less extended. In private life, tbey niii 
the world with pTOpriety^ who ifre active and 
industrious in their callings ; just arid upright 
in their dealings ; sober, contented^ and cheer*« 
fill in their stations. When the circumstan^ 
fees of men allow them a widet command of 
the enjoyments of the world, df those enjoy- 
ments they may freely partake, within the 
bounds of temperance, moderation, and de- 
cency. The highest situ&tibris of rank arid 
opulence ought to be distinguished by dig- 
nity of character j by extensive benefic^cfe^ 
u^sefulness, and public spirit j by magnificiento) 
without ostentation, and geritirous hospit^ity, 
ivithout profui^ion« 
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We shall have a clearer view of the propet 
use of the world, when we contrasf it with 
that abuse of the world, which we too ofteti 
observe* Those abuses manifest themselves 
ip various forms ; but in general may be cIbbs^ 
ed under three great heads. 

!• They are abusers of the world, who in- 
temperately give themselves up to its pleasures, 
and lead a life of licentiousness, riot, and dis-> 
sipation. Amidst the wefalth and luxury df 
the present age, it will be admitted, that per- 
sons of this description are not unfrequent, 
who, being opulent in fortune, and perhaps 
high in rank, think themselves entitled to 
pass their days in a careless manner, without 
any other object in view, than the graitifica-* 
tion of their senses and passions* It shall be 
granted, that they are not obliged to that ex- 
act economy and attention in their manneif 
of living, which the state of fortune may re** 
quire of others. Gaiety shall be permitted to 
them } change of scene and variety of amuse- 
ments. But let them not forget, that as men 
and members of society, not to say professors 
of the Christian faith, they are bound to stop 
short in their career of pleasure, as soon as it 
becomes disgraceful to themselves and hurtful 
to the world. By the train of life which they 
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lead, they defeat every purpose fi>r which 
Providence bestowed on them the blessings of 
prosperity. They sink every talent which 
they possess, into useless insignificancy. They 
corrupt the public manners, by their example, 
and diffuse $mong others the i^irit of extra* 
vag^^npe and fdlly. They behave in a manner 
altogether unsuitable to the condition of the 
world in which we live ; where we are expos* 
ed tQ so much change, surrounded with so 
much distress, and daily behold so many af^ 
fecting 9cen^, as Qught to awaken serious 
reflection, and phasten dissolute mirth. 

With indignant eyes, the sober and thinkr 
ing part of mankind view the luxury and riot 
pf those abusers pf the world* To them are 
owing the discontents of the poor, their dis« 
affection to their superiors, their proneness to 
disturb the peace of the world* When the 
poor behold wealth properly used, they look 
up with recfpect to them who possess it* They 
rest contented in their station, and bless the 
just and the gejfierous, from whose munifi* 
cence they receive employment and reward 
But when tbjey behpld those men of pleasure 
dissipating in vice and folly, the fortune which 
their forefathers had honourably earned; whei^ 
they behold them oppressing all their depen- 
dents, merely that they may rev.^1 in li^xur^? 
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<ras extravdgsneej then their hearts swell within 
them ; with murmurs of sullen grief, they eye 
dieir own mean habitation and needy family ; 
and become prepared for robbery, tumult, se- 
dition, and every evil work* 

The conduct of such abusers of the world 
is not only pernicious to the welfare of so- 
ciety, and to the interests of virtue; it is 
equally ruinous to themselves. I shall not 
insist on the loss of reputation, the waste of 
fortune, the broken health, 'and debilitated 
fi'ame, which are the wdlLknowri consequences 
of a life of intemperate pleasure; I shall not 
recount all the better i and more substantial 
enjoyment which they* forfeit; Amidst the 
turbulence of riot, and the fumes of intoxica- 
tion, unknown to them are the rational enter- 
tainments of regular life ; the enjoyment of 
the face of nature'; the pleasures of know* 
ledge, and an improved mind ; the pletisures 
of private friendship, and domestic society ; 
the conscious satisfaction which accompanies 
honourable labours, and. tfie justly acquired 
esteem of those who surround them. All these 
Ihey have thrown away ; and in their room 
have substituted, what they think more high 
and vivid pleasures. But of what nature are 
those pleasures ? Even in laughter the heart 

TOL. lU^ s 
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%€ mrron^l^ tmd tfte €fii2 cf thai mirth m 

At the bottom of ike hearts of all mfiD, 
there lies a secnet cieBfle of propriety, viitue^ 
and honour. This sense may be so hac blunt- 
ed, as to 'k>ae iifcs ioiisaMe in guidmg m^i to 
what is righty while ^t it retains its power of 
ins^ing them feel that thejr are ^acting w3ong» 
Hence remorse often gnaws the heart, wbkk 
i^edts to appear light and ga^r b^cnreihe wcnU. 
Among the cfowd of amusmnents, thevohip- 
ijMty may endeaiFonr to stifle his mieasmess; 
but through all his defences it will penetrate 
A ccHiscious sense of his own insignificance, 
when he sees c^ns distingmahed fi)r acti^a 
manly and worthy part; reflection on the 
time he has wasted, and the contempt he has 
incurred; tibegaUing-remembram^ofhisear* 
Uer and better days, when he gave the &ir 
promise of acoomptehnMotts, which sow are 
blasted ; have frequently been finindto sadden 
the festive hour. The noise ef ^[nerriment 
may be he«rd; but heaviness lies at 4^e heart. 
While the tabret and the viol pby, a melan* 
<oholy voice sounds in his ears. The wasted 
estate? ^be ne^cted halls, and rained man* 

♦ FroT«xiir« IS. 
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siotts ofhis &dier5' rise ta vieWt The angry 
oaantenaocea of hi^ friraids aeem to stare him 
in his fiu)e. A hand appearo to come forth on 
the wall, and to write bis doom. 

Retreat^ then, from' your diahononrable 
aourses, ye who, by licentioiisness, extrava** 
ganoe^ and vke^ are tdbusers of the world ! 
You ai^edc^ading, you are tuinii^ yourselves. 
You a» graasly miseniployiog the gifts of 
God; aiidthegivtf will not &il to punish. 
Awake to the punuita of meui of virtue, and 
honour. Break lootse from that magic circle, 
within which yon' dxe at present hdd* Reject 
the poisoned cup which the ^chantress Flea- 
aure holds up td your lips^ Draw aside the 
veil which ahe thmws over your eyes. You 
will tbeiai see other obgects than you now he-* 
hold. You will see a darlt abyss opening be- 
low your feet. You will see virtiie aiid tem<^ 
perance marking out the ix)ad which conducts 
to true felicity. You will be ^labled to dis- 
eern, that the world is enjoyed to advantage, 
by none but such as foUpw those diviiie guides | 
and who coi^sider pleasure as the seasoning, 
but not as the bueiness, of lif& 

IL The world is abused, not only by an 
intemperate pursuit of its pleasures, but by a 
sordid attachment to its gains* Th;s r^spect^ 
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^ set of men of very difl^eiit description firoia 
the former, more decent in their carFiage^ and 
less flagrant in their vices; but corrupted by 
the world in no less a degree* For the world 
is oftei) abused by the men of busine^, as 
mucfi as by the men of pleasure. When worldly 

' success becomes, the sole object of their life ; 
when the accumulation of fortune so engrosses 
them as to harden their heart . against every 
feeling of moral obligation ; when it renders 
them insensible to the calls of affection^ and to 
the impressions of piety and religion ; they 
then come under the class of the covetoust 
whom, it is said, the JLord abhorreth.^ 

The world, with its advanta^s^s, is a lawful 
object of pursuit to a Christian. He may 
seek, by fair industry, to render his circum- 
stances aflluent. Without reproof, he may aim 
at distinction and consideration in the world. 
He may bestow a considerable portion of hi» 
time and attention on the successful' manage- 
ment of his worldly interest. All thisJs within 
the limits of that allowable use of the world, 

: to which religion gives its sanction. But to a 
wise and good man, the world, is only a se- 
condary object. He remembers there is an 
eternity beyond it. His care is not merely to 
amass and possess, but to use his possessions 

* Psalm X. 3. 
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well, as one who is accountable to God. He 
is not a slave, either to the hopes or the fears 
of* the world. He would rather forfeit any 
present advantage, than obtain it at the ex- 
pence of violating the divine law, or neglect- 
ing his duty. This is using the world like a 
good man. This is living in it, as a subject 
of God, and a member of the great commu- 
nity of mankinds To such a man, riches are 
a blessing. He may enjoy them with niagni- 
ficence, but he will use them with liberality. 
They open a wide field to the exercise of his 
virtue, and allow it to shine with diffusive lus»- 
tre. 

Very opposite to this, is the character of 
the worldly-minded. To them the mere at- 
tainment of earthly possessions is an ultimate 
aim. They cannot be said to use the world ; 
for to possess, not to use or enjoy, is their 
object. They are emphatically said in Scrip- 
ture, to load themselves with thick clay. ^ Some 
«ort of apology may be framed for them who 
seek to extract, from the world, pleasure of 
one kind or other. But for those who know 
no pleasure, farther than adding house to house 
andjleldtojield^ and calling them their own, 
it is hardly possible to frame any apology : 
such persons are idoktors of the worst kind ; 

* Hlibakkuki \u$. 
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for they have made the world theit god. 
They daily worship and boW dowa before it ; 
and hold nothing to be mean or base, which 
can promote or enlatge their fortune.'' * ■ 
He is an abuser df the World, let \ his posseflh 
sion of it be ever so ample^ who knows no- 
thing higher than the gains of the world. 
He is an abuser of the worlds who sacrifices 
probity, virtue, or humanity^ to its interesits. 
He ia aA abuser of the worlds who cannot 
occasionally retreat from it, to consider what 
character he bears in the s^ght of God ; and 
to what issue his conduct will bring him to 
at last. In a word, the world is then pMper- 
ly used, when It is generously and beneficially 
enjoyed ; Neither hoarded up by avarice, nor 
squandered by oirtentation. 

HI. The World is abused, by those who 
employ its advantagesr to the injury or opprea*- 
sion of their brethren. tJnder this class are 
included the worst and most criminal abusers 
of the world j who turn against their fellow- 
creatures those advantages with which it has 
pleased Heaveil to distinguish them. It is a 
class which comprehends the sovereign who 
tyrannises over his people; the great man who 
depresses his dependents ; the master who is 
cruel to his servaots i eveiy one, in fine, who 
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renderahis superiority dTaAy^kfnd^ whethe? of 
wealth orpowisertimiiecessafifygrieToUs to those 
who are his inferiors ; whose supereiliousnesg 
dgfecis the modest ; whose insolence tramples 
on the poor ; whose rigour make& the widow 
and the orphan weep. FeFsocrs of this ch^ 
laeter^ while tbu» abusiBg the advanu^es of 
the worlds tttny for a wMle enjoj their t^i- 
nnph. But let them not think their triumpj^ 
i^ always'to last Their turn shaH come to 
hte humbled as low as those whom they itow 
o]^eBS« For there is a^ vigilant eye in the 
heatremsb attentive to obsewe their pro^^edOTe; 
There i» on impartial ear whiehf listens* to 
every J«isdb GO»^aiQft pre^rred agatQst t%em> 
There is sa irresistit^ arm stretched over 
their heads^ whose we^ht they shall one day 
feel. Hie Sovereigir of the uniyersech»»e- 
ter ises hiraidC t^ the sacred wr itiiigs^ ^ pOr 
euKarly an advencnry to^ the insolent and 
haughty. For the epptesdm of the po&r^ for the 
s^king of ^e needyy nam wiU J mi$e^ nMi the 
hwd; I mU^ kirn in safetj^ from him that 
pufpBlh at him. ^ J wUt coniw near to you in 
Jwj^gment\- and I miU be a mift witness againsf 
theee that oppress the hireling in his wc^e^ the 
$didow^ and thefathertess^ and that turn Mtde the 
iOrmgerfrom his right, f He thatoppres&eth hte 



* Fsalm xii. 5. t Miaacbi, UK S, 
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poor ri^rbacheik- his Maker. "^^ The Lord mU 
plead their cause ; and spoil the soul of those thai 
apoHed them, f 

After hearing these awful words^ is it not 
strange, O men, at once infatuated and cruel I 
that you cannot use the . world without abus-^ 
ing it to the distress of youf brethren ? Ev^n 
supposing no punishment to be.tbreaitened> 
no arm to be lifted up again^st you, is. there 
nothing within you that relents at the circum- 
stances of those below you in the world I la 
it not enough that they suffet their own hard 
fate, without its being aggrfivated,,by your se- 
verity and oppression? Why m^9t the aged, 
the poor, and the friendless, treviJble at yoiur 
greatness ? Cannot you be happy, unless you 
make them eat their scanty mors^: in bitter- 
ness of heart ? You happy ! — ^pi:ofane,not the 
word-^-what is such happin^sis as yours, com- 
pared with that of him who could say. When 
the ear heard me^ then it blessed ,me : c^nd mhen 
the eye saw me^ it gave witness to me ^ because 
J delivered the poor that cried^ and the fatherless^ 
and him that had none to help him. I was a fa- 
ther to the poor. The blessing qf him that was 
ready to perish came upon me; and I caused 
the widow's heart to sing for joy* % How pro* 

♦ Prov. xiv^ 31. iT^'oy. x*ii, «S. 

X Job, xxix. 9«-21* 
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perly did Bttch a man use the world, and with 
what just honour did he flourish in it ! Unfo 
me men g(we ear ; they kept silence, and waited^ 
far my eovmek The princes refrcdned tdking. 
The :agedrose and stood up^ My root roas' 
spread out by the fixkers^ and the deh kty upon 

my branch. Not only unknown to you are 

such pleasures of* virtuous prosperity : but 
eveu previouj^to prepared punishment, be 
assur^, that remorse is approaching to wrin^ 
your hearts. Of the world, which you now* 
abus^ in a short time nothing shall remain; 
bat ;the horror arising from remembered 
crimes. The wages you. have detained, thd 
wealth you have -.squeezed from the needy, 
shall. lie heavy* qh your souls. The stately 
buildings which your prides has erected, by 
mearis^ of violence, and oppression, shall seem 
haunted by injured ghostsJ The sttme shall 
cry out pf the wall; ^nd the beam out of the 
timber shall answer it."^ When you lie on the 
bed of death, the poor, whom you have op- 
pressed, shall appear to you as gathered to- 
gether ; stretching forth their hands, and lift- 
ing up their voices against you, at the tribu^ 
nal of Heaven. / have seen the wicked great in 
^pofver, and spreading himself like a green bay^ 

* H^bak. ii.il, 
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tree. But ik pamed mmfr o»d mms m>L I 
somgkt km,, but h£ emid not befamd. Tbe^ 
are brwgbt df9PM to desoktUxon^m a mamenij ami 
tdterfy co»s$mei wkk Errors. At a daifeam^ 
when one awaketh^ soy Q Ldrd^ mien thou amak^ 
eeiy iheu. skdt A$pu0 thmr ima^* 

Thus I have shewn wlia£ it b to U9e and 
what to (Ae^e the w&thi^ Wben^ according to 
oujr different stotioifis, we enjoy the adyui* 
tdges of the woxld with propriety anddecency ; 
temperate in our pleasures^ moderate in oiu? 
piifsiiits of interest j mindfal of wxx duty to^ 
God^ and at the same time, just, humanse, and 
generous to our bretbren; then, and then 
oidy^ we use the warld^ as becomes men, and 
Christians. Within these IknitSi we may safe- 
ly enjoy all the comforts which the world t&^ 
fords, and cmr station allows. Bnt if we pass 
beyond these bonndaiies, into the regions of 
disorderly aiad vicious pleasme, of debasing 
coYetoiisness, or of oppressive insolence, the 
world wUl then serve <mly to corrupt onr 
mfaids, and to aeeekrate our rmn. The li- 
caatiou^ the avarictons, and the imolent, 
form the tbrae great chisws of abusers of the 
world 

* Psalm xxxvH* 55; Ixxiii. 19. 
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Let nxKt t^osie who »re ip we«^jr nul 
flourisbiiig ^irt^uiastail^ces^ coia{v^in of thf 
rertrMotf whu;li re^ioua doctrine attempts 
to impQ9Q <m tfacpir ?njo^yn^ : For^i to wk«|; 
datJbQ9erQ»traiii^ainQi}pt? Tonj^KiAoFetbao 
tms, Um^ bjf th^r pi^vaproir they would aeiU 
thctr lT%^Te %hem9^^e$fnqt injujT? othen* - . We 
call not oci the youngs to r^Uoqiii^b thehr 
gaiety ; nor oti tlie rich^ to forego theii opur 
lence ; nor on the great, to lay aside their 
state. We only call on them, not to convert 
gaiety into licentiousness ; nor to employ^o- 
pulence in mere extravagance; nor to abuse 
greatness for the oppression of their inferiors: 
While they enjoy the world, not to forget that 
they are the subjects of God^ and are soon to 
pass into another state» Let the motive by 
which the Apostle enforces the exhortation 
in the text, present itself to their thought ; 
Use this world as not abtising it : for the fashion 
of the world passeth away. Its pomp and its 
pleasures, its riches, magnificence, and glory 
are no more than a transient show« Every 
thing that we here enjoy changes, decays, and 
comes to an end. All floats on the surface of 
a river, which, with swift current, is running 
towards a boundless ocean. Beyond this pre- 
sent scene of things, above those sublunary 
regions, we are to look for what is permanent 
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and stable. The world' passes away; but 
God^ and heaven, and virtue, continue un*- 
changeably the 'same. We are soon to enter 
into eternal habitations ; and into these, our 
works shall follow us. The consequences 
shall for ever remain of the part which we 
have acted as good oir bad men ; as faith- 
ful subjects of God, oir as servants of a vaiti 
world* 
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•N EXTREMES IN RELIGIOUS AND MORAL CONDUCT* 



Proverbs, iv^ 27. 
Turn not to tke right hand not' to the Itft i ■ 

I Will behave myself tvisehfj said the Psalmist 
David, in a perfect way.'^ Wisdom is no less 
necessary in religious, and moral, than in civil 
conduct. Unless there be a proper degree of 
light in the understanding, it will not be 
enough that there are good dispositions in the 
heart. Without regular guidance, they will 
often err from the right scope. They will be 
always wavering and unsteady ; nay, on some 
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occasions^ they may betray us into eviL Thk 
is too mudi verified by that prcqi^sity to ran 
into extremes, which so often appears in the 
behaviour of men. How many have original- 
ly set out with good principles and intentions, 
who^ through want of discretion in the applica- 
tion of their principles, have in the end injured 
themselves, and brought discredit on religion ? 
There is a ceitain tempMste mean, in the ob- 
servance of which piety and virtue consist. 
On each side there lies a dangerous extrema 
Bewildering paths open; by deviating into 
which, men are apt to forfeit all the praise of 
their good intentions ; and to finish, with re» 
preach, what they had begun with honour. 
This is the ground of the wise man's eschorta* 
iioBiathe text jUf tkme ejfet Mt r^fit cn^ 
and thine eye4ids look straightjbefwe tk^. Pon- 
der tie path cf thy feet^ and kt aU tiymey/t be 
estahlished. Turn not to the right hofid nor to 
ike l^t; renume tJ^ foot firom evU* In dis<» 
coursing from these words, I prc^ose to point 
out some of ihe extremes intp which men 
are apt to xun in religion and moirals; and 
to suggest directions for guarding against 
themr 

With regard to religious principle in ge- 
neral, it may perhaps be expected, that I 
should warn youpf the danger of being, on the 
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Cfiie hand, too rigid in adhering to it^ and on 
the other hand> too easy in retaxkig it. But 
the distinction between these supposed ex^ 
tremes, I conceive to have no fouodatton. 
No man can be too strict, in his adherence 
to a principle ^f daty% Here, there is no ex« 
trune. JiJi idttxaftion o^f principle is crimi^ 
nal What oonseienoe dictates is to be ei^er 
obeyed, its commands are cniiversaliy ^sacred. 
£Ten though it shanld he misAed, yet as long 
as we coBodnire it to utter ^he voice of God, 
in disobeying it we ain. The error, therefore, 
to be iiere avoided, is not, toe scrapulotts or 
temfar regard to conscience, but too little care 
to hw9^ ccHiBcienc^ ]^of9erly enli^tened, with 
respect to ifAuat is maltter of duty and oT sin. 
•**-~<ReG0ive, not mtkoift examination, what^* 
«rer human tca^ioii tum consecrated as m^ 
onL Recur, on e^ery ^ccasioiD, to those 
great lomtains of light and knowledge, which 
are opened to you in the pnre word of God. 
Distinguish, with care, between the supersti* 
ti&M fancies of men, «itd'the everlasting com^ 
mandments of God. £s:haust not on triflefr 
that aeal which 4mght to be reserved for the 
weightier matt^e^ of the law. Ovei'load not 
conscience, with what is frivolous and unne* 
cessary. But when you have once drawn the 
line with intelligence and preci^ionj between 
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duty and sin^ that line you lOught on no bcca^ 
sion to transgress.. . .! ; 

Though there is no extreme in the rever- 
ence due to conscience, thwe may undoubted* 
ly be an extreme in laying too mucji stress^ 
either on mere principle, or on mere practice. 
Here we must take particular care not to turn 
to the right hand nor to the left; but to hold 
faith and a good con^ceen^^eunited, as.the Scrip- 
ture, with great propriety i exhorts ua.* The 
eri^or of renting wholly on faith, or wholly on 
works, is one of thpse seductions, which most 
easily mislead men } under the semUance of 
piety on the one hand, and of yirtue<on the 
other. This is not, an error pecaxliar to our 
times. It has obtained in every, age of the 
^Christian Church.. It has rtin through all the 
different modes of false religion. It forms 
the chief distinction of all the vark>us sects 
which have divided, and whidhi still continue 
to divide, the church ; according as they have 
leaned most to the side of belief^ or to the 
side of morality. 

Did we listen candidly to the voice of Scrip- 
ture, it would guard us against either extrema 
The Apostle Paul every where testifies, that 

* 1 Timothy, i. J 9; 
2 
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by no works ofour own can we be justified: and 
tliat without faith it is impossible to please Ggd^ 
The Apostle James as<i^early shews, that faith, 
if it be unproductive of good works, justifies 
no man. Between those sentiments there is no 
opposition. Faith w^thqut works is nugatory 
and insignificant. Jt is a foundation, without 
any superstructure raised upon it. It is a 
fountain which sends forth no stream ; a 
tree which neither bears fruit nor affords shade. 
Good works ^gain, without good principles, 
are a fair but airy structure : without firmness 
or stability. They resemble the house built 
on the sand J the feed which i^hakes with 
every wind. You must join the two in full . 
uQioni if you would es:hibit the char^ter of 
a real CJEiristian^ He who sets faith in opposi^ 
tion to morally, or morals in opposition to faith, 
is equally an enemy to the interest of r^Jigion* 
He holds up to view an imperfect an4 di^figujp- 
ad form in the room of what ought to com-^ 
mand respect from all beholders. By leaning 
to one extreme, he ie in dapgw of falling into 
vice ; by the otiber oi running into impiety. 

Whatever the belief of m^n be, they ge- 
nerally pride themselves in the possession of 
some good moral qualities. The pense of du- 
ty is deeply rooted in the human heart. With* 

VOL. Ill, T 
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out softie pretence to virtue, th*re is no self 
esteem ; and no man wishes to appear, in his 
oWn view, as entirely worthless* But as there 
h a constant strife between the lower and 
higher parts of our nature, between inclina* 
tion and principle, this produces much eon* 
tradiction and inconsistency in conduct — 
Hence arise most of theextvemeis, into which 
men run in their moral behaviour; resting 
their whole worth on that good quality, to 
which, by constitution or temper, they are 
most inclined. 

One of the first and most common of thosfr 
extremes is that of placing all virtue, either 
in justice, on the one hand ; or in generosity 
on the other. Hie (^position between these 
is most discernible among two different dasses 
of men in society. They who have earned 
their fortune by a laborious and industrious 
life, are naturally tenacious of what tliey have 
painfully acquired. To do juirtice they consider 
themselves as obliged ; bat to go beyond it in 
acts of kindness, they consider as superfluous 
and extravagant. They will not take any ad- 
Vantage of others, which conscience tells them 
is iniquitous ; but neither will they make any 
lillowance for their necessities and wants«— « 
They contend, with rigorous exactnesi», for 
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What is due to themselves. They are satisJI-^ 
^d, if no man suffer unjustly by them. That 
lid oil* is benefited by them, givfes them little 
concern. Another set of men place their 
whole merit iii generosity and mercy ; whild 
to justice and integrity they pay small regards 
These are persons generally of higher rank^ 
and of easy fortune. To them justice appears 
a sort of vulgar virtue, requisite chiefly in the 
petty transactions which those of inferior sta^ 
tion carry on *with one another. But huMa^ 
nity and liberality, they consider as more re- 
fined virtues, which dignify their character, 
and covpr all their failings. They can relent 
at representations of distress ; can bestow with 
ostentatious generosity ; can even occasional- 
ly share their wealth with a companion of 
whom they are fond ; while, at the same time^ 
they withhold from others what is due to 
them ; are negligent of their family and their 
relations ; and to the just demands of their 
creditors give no attention. 

Both these classes of men run to a faulty 
extreme. They divide moral virtue between 
them. Each takes that part of it only which 
Stilts his temper. Without justice, there is 
no virtue. But without humanity and mercy, 
no virtuous character is complete. The ouq 
man leans to ihe extreme of parsimony. The 

t2 
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oth^r to that of profusion. The temper of 
the one is unfeeling. The sensibility of the 
other is thoughtless. The one you m^y in 
some degree respect; but you cannot love. 
The other may be loved ; but cannot be re* 
spected ; and it is difficult to sayj which cha- 
racter is most defective. — We must undoul^ 
edly begin with being just, before we attempt 
to be generous. At the same time, he who 
goes no &rther than bare justice, i^tops at 
the beginning of virtue* We are commanded 
to do juMltf^ but to love mercy. The one vir-- 
tue regulates our actions ; the other inoiprpves 
our heart and affections. Each is ^equally 
necessary to the happiness of the wor}d. Jus- 
tice is the pillar, that upholds the whole fa? 
brie of human society, Mercy is the genial 
ray, which cheers and warms the habitations 
of men. The perfection of pur social charac- 
ter consists, in properly tenipeiring the two 
with one another ; in holding that middle 
course, which admits of our being just, with- 
out being rigid ; and allows us to be getierom^ 
without being unjust. 

We must next guard against either too 
great severity, or toogreat&cility of manners. 
These are extremes of which we every day 
behold instances in the worlds He who leajta 
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to the side of severity, is harsh in his censtireiSi 
and narrow in his opinions. He cannot con^ 
descend to others in things indifferent H* 
has no allowance to make for human frailty ; 
x>r for the difference of age, rank, or temper, 
among mankind. With him, all gaiety is sin*^ 
ful levity ; and every amusement is a crime* 
To this extreme, the admonition of Solomon 
may be understood to belong : Be not righte^ 
ous overmuch ; neither make thysdf overwisc 
Why shcuMst thou destroy thyself f'^ When 
the severity of manners is hypocritical, a«d 
assumed as a cloak to secret itidulgence, it is 
one of the worst prostitutions of religioin. But 
I now consider it, not as the effect of design, 
but of natural austerity of temper, and of con* 
tracting maxims of conduct Its influence 
upon the person himself, is to render him 
gloomy and sottr; upon otha^s, to alienate 
them both fi-om his society, and his counsel ; 
upon religion, to set it forth as a morose and 
forbidding principle. The opposite extreme 
to this is, perhaps, still more dangerous ; that 
of too great facility, and accommodation to 
the ways of others. The man of this charac- 
ter, partly from indolent weakness, and part- 
ly from softness of temper, is disposed to * 

Eccles. vii. 1^. 
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lame and universal assent. Averse either to 
contradict or to blame, he goes along with 
the manners that prevail, . He views every 
character with indulgent eye ; and with good 
dispositions in his breast, and a natural reluc^ 
tance to profligacy and vice, he is enticed tQ 
the comniission of evils which he condemns, 
merely through want of fortitude to oppose 
others. 

Nothing, ^t mqst be confessed, in moral 
conduct, is more difficult, than to avoid turn- 
ing, here, either to the right hand or to the leftn 
One of the greatest trials, both of wisdom and 
virtue, is, to preserve a just medium between 
that harshness of austerity, which disgusts and 
alienates mankind, and that weakness of good 
nature, which opens the door to sinful excess, 
The one separates us too much from the 
world. The other coi^nects us too closely 
with it ; and seduces us to foUow the nuUtitude 
in doing evil. One who is of the former cha* 
racter, studies too little to be agreeable, in 
order to render himself useful. He who is Qf 
the latter, by studying too mvich to be agrees 
lible, forfeits hisi innocence. If the one hurt; 
religion, by clothing it in the garb of unnecesv 
sary strictness j the other, by unwarrantable 
compliance, sti^i^hens the power of corrup-^ 
tion in the world. The one l;>orders on the^ 
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diaract^ of the Fh»Isee; the other, on that 
of the Sadducee« True religion enjoins us to 
dtand at an equal distance from both ; and to 
pursue the difficult, but honourable aim, of 
uniting good nature with fixed religious prin-* 
ciple ; afiable manners, with untainted virtue. 

Farther ; we run into one extreme, when 
we contemn altogether the opinions of man* 
kind ; to another, when we court their praise 
too eagerly. The former discovers a high de- 
tgree of pride and lEfielf-conceit The latter be- 
trays servility of spirit. We are formed by 
nature and Providence, to be connected with 
one another. No man can stand entirely a- 
lone, and independent of all his fellow-crea<* 
tures. A reasonable regard, therefore, for 
their esteem and good opinion, is a commend-* 
able principle. It flows from humanity, and 
coincides with the desire of being mutually 
usefuL But if that regard be carried too far, 
it becomes the source of much corruption. 
For, in the present state of mankind, the 
praise of the world oflen interferes with our 
acting that steady and conscientious part which 
gains the approbation of God, Hence arises 
the difficulty of drawing a proper line, between 
the allowable regard for reputation, and the 
excessive desire of praise. On the one side 
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and on the other, d&nger meets u^ ; and ei- 
ther extreme will be pernicious to virtue. 

He who extinguishes all regard to the sen* 
timents of mankind, suppresses 6ne incentive 
to honoilrable deeds ; nay, he rehioves one df 
ihe strongest checks on vice. For where there 
is no desire of praise, there will be also no 
sense of reproach and shame ; and when this 
sense is destroyed, the way is paved to open 
profligacy. On the other hand^ he who is ac- 
tuated solely by the love of human praise, en- 
croaches on the higher respect which he owe« 
to conscience, and to God. Hence, virtue is 
often counterfeited ; and many a splendid ap- 
pearance has been exhibited to the world, 
which had no basis in real principle, or inward 
affection. Hence religious truths have been 
disguised, or unfairly represented^ in order to 
be suited to popular taste. Hence the Scribes 
and Pharisees rejected our Blessed Lord, fe- 
cause they loved the praise of men more than the 

praise of God. Turn, therefore, neither to 

the right hand nor to the left. Affect not to 
despise what the World thinks of your conduct 
aifid character ; and yet, let not the sentiments 
bf the world entirely rule you. Let a desire 
of esteem be one motive of your conduct ; but 
let it hold a subordinate place. Measure the 
regard that is due to the opinions of men, by 
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the d&gree in which these coincide with the 
Jaw of God, 

Allow me next to suggest the danger of 
running to the Extreme of ahxiety about 
worldly interests on the one hand, and of ne- 
gligence on the other. It is hard to say 
which of these extremes is fraught with most 
vice and most misery. Industry and diligence 
are unquestionable duties, strictly enforced oii 
all Christians; and he who fails fn ttiaking^ 
suitable provisions ibr his household and fa- 
mily, is pronounced to be worse than an infi^ 
deL But there are bounds, within which our 
concern for worldly success must be confined. 
For anxiety is the certain poison of human 
life. It debases the tnind ; and sharpens all 
the passions. It involves meti in perpetual 
distractions, and tormenting cares ; and lead* 
them aside from what ought to be the great 
scope of human action. Anilety is in gene- 
ral the effect of a covetous temper. Negli^ 
gence is comnionly the offspring of licentious-^ 
ness, and always the parent of Universal dis- 
order. By anxiety you render yourself mi- 
serable. By negligence, you too often occa- 
sion the ruin of others. The anxious man is 
the votary of rich^^s ; the negligent man the 
votary of pleasure. Each offers his mistaken 



Digitized by 



Google 



398 OK EXTKEMtS IN £iB»M.l^ 

worship at the shrine of a false deity ; and 
each shall reap only such rewards as an idol 
can bestow ; the one sacrificing the enjoyment 
and improvement of the present to vain cares 
about futurity^ the other so totally taken up 
in enjoying the present as to store the future 
with certain misery.---*— True virtue holds a 
temperate course between these extremes; 
neither careless of to-morrow, nor taking too 
much thought for it ; diligent, but not anxi- 
ous ; prudent, but not covetous ; attentive to 
provide comfortable accommodation on earth, 
but chiefly concerned to lay up treamres in 
Heaven. 

I shall only warn you farther against the 
extreme of engaging in a course of life too 
busy and hurried, or of devoting yourselves 
to one too retired and unemployed. We are 
formed for a mixture of action and retreat. 
Our connections with society, and the per« 
formance of duties which we owe to one an- 
crther, necessarily engage us in active life. 
What we owe to ourselves requires occasional 
retirement For he who lives always in thQ 
bustle of the world, cannot, it is to be feared} 
always preserve his virtue pure. Sentiments 
of piety will be deprived of that nourishment 
and support which they would derive from 
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meditation and deYotion. His temper would 
be often ruflled and disturbed^ His passions 
will be kept too much on the stretqht From 
the contagious maQoers which every where 
abound, he will not be able to avoid contract^ 
ing some dangerous infection*— ~-0n the 
other hand, he who flies to total retreat, in or-» 
der either to enjoy ease, or to escape from the 
temptations of the world? will often find dis* 
quiet meeting him in solitude, and the worst 
temptations arising from withip himself. Un- 
occupied by active and honourable pursuits, 
unable to devote his whole time to improving 
thoughts, many an evil passion will start up, 
and occupy the vacant hour. Sullenness and 
gloom will be in danger of overwhelming him^ 
Peevish displeasure, and suspicions of man-p 
kind, are apt to persecute those who withdraw 
theniselves altogether from the haunts of men. 
Sjbeer, therefore, a middle course, be- 
tween a life oppressed with business on the 
one hand, and burdened, for the burden is no 
less, with idleness on the othen Provide for 
yourselves matter of fair and honest purs4it, 
to afford 9 proper object to the active powers 
ofthemipcL Temper business with serious 
meditation ; find enliven retreat by returns of 
fiction and iqdustry, 
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Thus, I have pointed out some of those ex« 
tremes into which men are apt to run^ by for- 
saking the line which religion and wisdom 
have drawn. Many more, I am sensible, 
might be suggested ; for the field is wide, and 
hardly is there any appearance of piety, virtue, 
or good conduct, but what the folly of men is 
apt to piish into undue excess, on one or 
other side. What I have mentioned, will be 
sufficient to shew the necessity of prudent cir- 
cumspection, in order to escape the dangers 
which beset us in this state of trial. Let us 
study to attain a regular, uniform, consistent 
character ; where nothing that is excessive or 
disproportioned shall come forward to view ; 
which shall not plume itself with a fair show 
on one «ide only, while in other quarters it re- 
mains unadorned and blemished ; but where 
the different parts 6( worth and goodness shall 
appear united, and each shall exert its proper 
influence on conduct. Thus, iurning neither 
io the right hand nor to the lefty we shall, as 
far as our frailty permits, approach to the per- 
fection of the human character ; and shall 
have reason not to be ashamed, when we have 
equal respect to ail God^s commandments. 
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2 Peter, iii. 3* 
-^7%€re shall come in the last days scoffers.m 

As tb^ Oiristian religion is adverse to the iiir 
diaations and passions of the corrupted part 
of mankind, it has be$n its fate, in every age, 
to encounter the opposition of various foes? 
Sometimes, it has undergone the storms of 
vi(^ence and perseciition. Sometimes, it ha^ 
been attacked by the arms of false reasoning 
and sophistry. When these have failed of suo- 
osss, it has at other times been exposed to the 
seoffs of the petulant. Men of light and fri- 
volous minds, who had no comprehension of 
thoujgfat for discerning what is great, and no 
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Boltdity of judgment for deciding on what id 
true, have taken upon them to treat religion 
with contempt, as if it were of no consequence 
to the world. They have affected to represent 
the whole of that venerable fabric which has 
so long commanded the respect of mankind, 
which for ages the learned have supported, 
and the wise have admired, as having no bet* 
ter foundation than the gloomy imagination of 
&natics and visionaries. Of this ch|uracter 
were those scoffers^ predicted by the Apostle 
to arise in the Uut days; a prediction which 
we have seen too often fulfilled. As the fidse 
colours which such men throw on religion, are 
apt to impose on the weak and unwary, let us 
now examine whether religion affords any 
just grounds for the contempt or ridicule of the 
scoffer. They must be either the docttiiMs, or 
the precepts of religion, which he endeavours 
to hold fprthto contempt. 

The doctrines of the Christian religion are 
rational and pura All t^at it lias revealed 
concerning the perfections of God, his mo- 
ral government and laws, the destination of 
man, and the rewards and punishments of a 
future state, is perfectly consonant to the 
most enlightened reason. In some articles 
which transcend the limits of our prei^nt fa* 
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culties, as in what relates to the essence of 
the Grodheady the fallen state of mankind, and 
their redemption by Jesus Christ, its doctrines 
may appear mysterious and dark. Against 
these the scoffer has often directed his at* 
tacks, as if whatever could not be explained 
by us, ought upon that account to be exploded 
as absurd. 

It is unnecessary to enter, at present, on 
any particular defence of these doctrines, as 
there is one observation, which, if duly weigh- 
ed, is sufficient to silence the cavils of the 
scoffer. Is he not compelled to admit, that 
the whole system of nature around him is full 
of mystery ? What reason, then, had he to 
suppose that the doctrine of revelation, pro- 
feeding from the same author, were to con- 
tain no mysterious obscurity? All that is re- 
quisite for the conduct of life, both in nature 
and in religion, Divine wisdom has rendered 
obvious to all. As nature has afforded us suf- 
ffieient information concerning what is neces^ 
sary for our food, o^r accommodation, and our 
safety; so religion has plainly instructed us ia 
our duty towards God and our neighbour. 
But as soon as we attempt to rise towards ob- 
jects that lie beyond our immediate sphere of 
action^ our curiosity is checked ; and darkness 
meets us on every side. What the essence is , 
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of those mati^irial bodies v^hich we see and 
handle; how a seed gtovfs up into a tree; how 
man is fc»:med in the womb ; or how the mind 
acts upon the body, after it is formed^ are 
mysteries cf which we can give no more ac- 
count, th^n of the most obscure and diiHcult 
parts of revelation. We are obliged to admit 
the existence of the fact, though the enplana- 
tioii of it exceeds our faculties^ 

After the same manner in natural religion^ 
questions wise concerning the creation of the 
world from nothings the origin of evil under 
the government of a perfect Being, and the 
consistency of human liberty with divine pre- 
science, which are of as intricate nature^ and <^* 
as difficult solution^ as any questions in Chris- 
tian thediogy* We may plainly aee, that we 
are not admitted into the secrets of Provi- 
dence, any more than into the mysteries of 
the Godhead. In all his ways^ the Almighty 
is a God that hideth himself. He maketh dark^ 
Mess his pamlion. He haldeth back the fao& of 
his throne ; and spreadeih a thick cUntd upon 
k ; " ■ Instead of its being any objection to 
revelation, that some of its doctrLaes ^e my- 
iiteriousy it would be much more strange and 
unaccountable, if no such (foctrines were found 
in it. Had every thing in the Oiristian system 
l^^een pe^rfectly level to our capacities^ thi^ might 
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rather have given ground to a suspicion of its 
not proceeding from God ; since it would have 
l^een then so unlike to what we find both in 
the system of the universe, and in the system 
of natural religion^ Whereas^ according a$ 
matters now stand, the gospel has the same 
features^ the same general character^ with the' 
other two, which are acknowledged to be cf 
divine origin; plain and comprehensible, in 
what relates to practice ; dark and mysterious^ 
in what related to speculation and belief. * 
The cavils of the scoffer^ ther^ore, on this 
,faead, are so far from having any just founda*- 
« tion, that they only discover his ignorance 
and the nwrowness of his views. 

Let us n«(xt proceed to what relates to prao- 
tice^ or the perceptive part of religion. The 
dutieis which religion, enjoins us to perform to- 
wards Grod, are those .which have oflenest fur- 
nished matter to the scoffs of the licentious. 
They attempt to represent these as so idle and 
superfluous, that they could owe their birth 
to nothing but enthusiasm. — ^For is not the 
Deity so £ax exalted above us, as to receive 
neither advantage nor pleasure from our wor- 

* See this argument fully pursued, and placed in a strong 
light, by the masterly hand of Bishop Butler, in his Analo^ 
£y of^ Natural and Beveakd Beligion. 
VOL. III. V 
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ihip ? What are our .prayers^ m our pwaes, 
to that infinite mind^ who, resting in the full 
enjoyment of his own beatitude, beholds ail 
his creatures passing before him, only as the 
insects of a day ? What but superstitions teiv 
rors could have dictated those forms of hoh 
mage, and those distinctions of sacred dmyt^ 
in which vulgw minds ddigfat, but wAndi 
the liberal and enlarged look upon with 
scorn ? 

Now, in return to sudb insults of the scofferj 
it might be sufficient to observe, that the unk* 
-ed sentiments of mankind, in every i^ and 
nation, are against him. Thoughtless as the 
bulk of men ate, and ^tacbed only to ob- 
jects which they see around them ; this prin- 
ciple has never been eKtinguished in their 
breasts, that to the great Parent of the ho- 
m^im race, the universal, thou^ invisiUe^ be- 
nefactor of the world, not only internal reve- 
rence, but exiernal homage, is due* Whe- 
ther he need that homage or not^ is not the 
question. It is what, on our part, we un- 
doubtedly owe; and the heart is, wUh rmson, 
held to be base, which stiflss the emoticms of 
gratitude to a benefoctor, how indepnadmit 
soever he may be of any returns* True vir^ 
tue always prompts a public declaration of 
the grateful sentimi^nts whidi it £^; and 
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glories ill exptesaing thenL Accordingly, ov» 
«U the etrth, crowds of worshippers have as* 
aembled to adore, in various forms, the Ruler 
of the world* In these adorations, the phi* 
losoj^iar, the savage» and the saint, have e* 
quaUy joined. None but the cold and unfeeU 
ing can look up to that beneficent Being, who 
16 at the bead of the universe, without some 
inclination to pray, or to praise. In vain, 
therdKyre, would ^h^ scorer deride, wh§t tho 
loud voice of nature demands and justifies^ 
He erects himself against; the general and dor- 
j^lared sense of the human race. 

Bul^ apart ffom this consideration, I must 
irall on him to attend to on§ of a still more 
serious and gwful nature. By his licentious 
ridiciile of the duties of piety, and of the in*? 
stitutions of divine worship, he is weakening 
ihe power of conscience over men, he is un* 
dermining the great pillars of society i he is 
giving a mortal blow to public order and pub? 
4ic happiness. All these rest on nothing so 
-much, as on the generalbelief of i^i al|*seeing 
witness, and the general vtsneration of an Ak 
mighty GrQveraon On this belief and this 
irenerationi is founded the whole obligation 
of an path } without which government qould 
not be administtted, nor courts of justice act ^ 
4k>ntroversiei ccnild not be d^eriniae4 PG>r 
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private property be preserved sftfe.- Our only 
security against innumerable crimes, to which 
the restraints of human life cannot reach, is 
the dread of an invisible avenger, and of those 
future punishments which he hath prepared 
for the guilty. Remove this dread from the 
minds of men, and you strengthen the hands 
of the wicked, and endanger the safety of 
human society. 

But how could impressioois so necessary 
to the public welfare be preserved, if there 
w^e no religious assemblies, no sacred insti- 
tutions, no days set apart for divine worships 
in order to be solemn remembrancers to men 
of the existence and the dominion of God, 
and of the future account they have to give 
of their actions to him ? To all ranks of 
men, the sentiments which public religion 
tetids to waken, are salutary and beneficial* 
But with respect to the inferior classes, it is well 
known, that the only principles which restrains 
them from, evil are acquired in the reli- 
gious assemblies which they firequent. Des- 
titute of the advantages of regular educa- 
tion ; ignorant, iii a great measure, of pub- 
lic laws; unacquainted. With those refined 
ideas of honour and propriety, to which others 
of more knowledge have been traiiled ; were 
those sacred temples deserted to which they 
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now resort, they would be in danger of dege- 
nerating into a ferocious race, from whom 
lawless violence was perpetually to be dreaded. 
He, therefore, who treats sacred things with 
any degree of levity and scorn, is acting the 
part, perhaps without his seeing or knowing 
it, of apublic enemy to society. He is pre- 
cisely the madman described in the book of 
Proverbs, * who cadeth firebrands^ arrows^ and 
death: and saith, am I not in sport? We 
shall hear him, at times, complain loudly of 
the undutifulness of children, of the disho- 
nesty of servants, of the tumults, and inso- 
lence of the lower ranks ; while he himself 
is, in a great measure, responsible for the dis- 
orders ^f whidi he ^eomplains^ By the ex- 
ample which he sets of contempt for religion, . 
he becomes accessary to the manifold crimes^ 
which that contempt occasions among others* 
By his scoffing at sacred institutions, he is 
encouraging the rabble to uproar and vio- 
lence ; he is emboldening the false witness to 
take the name of God in vain j he is, in ef- 
fect, putting arms into the hands of the high- 
wayman, and letting loose the robber on the 
streets by night. 

We come nes^t to consider that great class 

• Prov. xxvi. 13. 
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of duties which respect our conduct towards 
our fellow-creatures. The absolute necessi- 
ty of these to general wel&re is so apparent, 
as to have secured them, in a great degree, 
from the attacks of the scoiFen He who 
would attempt to turn justice, truth, or ho- 
nesty, into ridicule, would be avoided by 
every one. To those who had any remains 
of principle, he would be odious* To those 
who attend only to their interest, he would 
appear a dangerous man. But though the so- 
cial virtues are treated in general as respec- 
table and sacred, there are certain forms and 
degrees of them whidi have not been exempt- 
ed from the scorn of the unthinking. That 
extensive generosity and high public spiril« 
which prompt a man to sacrifice his own in- 
terest, in order to promote some great general 
good ; and that strict and scrupulous integrity, 
which will not allow one, on any occasion^ 
to depart from the truth, have often been 
treated with tonteifipt by those who are call- 
ed men of the world. They who will not 
atoop to flattei'the great, who disdain to com- 
ply with prevailing mtoners, when they judge 
them to be evil ; who refuse to take the 
smallest advantage of others, in order to pro- 
cure the greatest benefit for themselves ; are 
represented as persons of romantic character 
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and visionu'y noticNis, unacquainted with the 
world, and unfit to live in it. 

Such persons are so far from being liable 
to any just ridicule, <^at they are entitled to 
a degree of respect, which approaches to ve- 
neration. For they are, in truth, the great 
supporters and guardians of public order. 
The authority of their character overawes the 
giddy multitude. The weight of their exam'* 
pie retards the progress of corruption ; checks 
that relaxation of morals, which is always 
too apt to gain ground insensibly, and to make 
encroachments on every department of society. 
Accordin^y, it is this high generosity of 
spirit, this inflexible virtue, this regard to 
principle, superior to all opinion, which has 
ever marked the characters of those who Iwve 
eminently distinguished themselves in pub* 
lie life; who have patronised the cause of 
justice against powerful oppressors; who in 
critical times hzye supported the falling rights 
and liberties of men ; and have reflected ho« 
nour on their nation and country* Such per<* 
sons may have been scoffed at by some a^ 
mong whom they lived; but posterity has 
done them ample justice ; and they are the 
persons whose names are recorded to future 
^s, and who are thought and spoken of with 
admiratimi. * 
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The mere temporizer, the man of accom* 
modating principles, and inferior virtue, may 
support a plausible character for a while among 
his friends and followers ; but as soon as the 
hollowness of his principles is detected, he 
sinks into contempt. They who are prone to 
deride men of inflexible integrity, only betray 
the littleness of their minds. They shew that 
they understand not the sublime of virtue ; 
that they have no discernment of the true ex- 
cellence of man. By affecting to throw any 
discouragement on purity and strictness of 
morals, they not only expose themselves to 
just contempt, but propagate sentiments very 
dangerous to society. For, if we loosen the 
regard due to virtue in any of its parts, we 
begin to sap the whole of it No man, as it 
has been often said, becomes entirely profli- 
gate at once. He deviates, step by step, from 
conscience. If the loose casuistry of the scoffer 
were to prevail, open dishonesty, falsehood, 
and treachery, would speedily grow out of those 
complying principles, those relaxations^ of virr 
tue, which he would represent to be necessary 
for every man who Iqiows the world. 

The last class of virtues I am to mention, 
lare those which are of a personal nature, and 
which respect the governn»ent to be exercigecl 
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over our pleasures and passions. Here, the 
ficoffer has always considered himself as having 
an ample field. Often, and often, have sucli 
virtues as sobriety, temperance, modesty, and 
chastity, been made the subject of ridicule, as 
monkish habits, which exclude men from the 
company of the fashionable and the gay ; ha-r 
bits, which are the effect of low education, or 
of mean spirits, or of mere feebleness of con-, 
stitution ; while scoffers, ti^a/Arm^, as it is too 
truly said of them by the Apostle, after their 
lusts, boast of their own manners as liberal 
and free, as manly and spirited. They fancy 
themselves raised thereby much above the 
crowd ; and hold' all those in contempt, who 
confine themselves within the vulgar bounds 
of regular and 'orderly life. 

Infatuated men ! who see not that the vir-* 
tues of which they make sporty not only de^ 
•^rive their authority from the l^v\rs of God, 
but are moreover essentially requisite both to 
public and to private happiness. By the in^ 
dulgence of their licentious pleasures for a 
while, as long as youth and vigour remain, a 
few passing gratifications may \ye obtained^ 
But what are the consequences ? Suppose any 
individual to persevere unrestrained in this 
course, it is certainly U> be followed by disrcr 
pute in hiB ch^ractef, p,n4 disorder in his affairs; 
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by a wasted and broken constitution ; and a 
speedy and miserable old age. Suppose a so-* 
ciety to be wholly formed of sudi persons ai 
the scoffers applaud ; suppose it to be filled 
with none but those whom they call the sons 
of pleasure ; that is, with the intemperate, the 
riotous, and dissolute, among wfaotti, all regard 
to sobriety, decency and private virtue was 
abolished ; what an odious scene would such a 
society exhibit? How unlike any civilized or 
well-ordered state, in which mankind have 
chosen to dwell ? What turbulence and uproar, 
what contests and quarrels would perpetually 
reic^n in it ? What man of common under* 
standing would not rather choose to dwell in 
a desert, than to be associated for life with such 
companions ? Shall, then, the scoffer presume 
to make light of those virtues, without which 
there could be neither peace nor comfort, nor 
good order, among mankind ? 

Let him be desired ta think of his domestic 
situation and connections. Is he a &ther, a 
husband, or a brother ? Has he any friend or 
relation, male or female, in whose happiness 
he is interested ?■ Let us put the question 
to him, whether he be willing that intemper- 
ance, unchastity, or dissipation of any kind, 
should mark their character? Would he re- 
commend to them such excesses ? Would he 
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choose in their presencei openly^ kind without 
disguise, to scoiFat the opposite viHueS) as of 
no consequence to their weli^re ?~If even the 
most licentious shudder at the thought ; if in 
the midst of his loose pleasures^ he be desir*^ 
ous that his own family should remain un* 
tainted ; let this teach him the value of those 
private virtues, which, in the hours of dissipa** 
tion, in the giddiness of his mind, be is ready 
to contemn. Banish sobriety, temperance,^ 
and purity, and you tear up the foundations of 
all public ofder, and all domestic quiet You 
render every house a divided and miserable 
abode, resounding with terms of shame, and 
mutual reproadies of infamy. You leave no** 
thing respectable in the human character. You 
ehange the man into a brute. 

The conclusion from all the reasoning whicll 
we have now pursued, is, that religion and 
Tirtue, in all their forms, either of doctrine or 
of precept ; of piety towards God, integrity 
towards men, or regularity in private conduct ; 
are so far from affording any grounds of ridiw 
cule to the petulant, that they are entided to 
our highest v^ieration ^ they are names which 
should never be mentioned, but with the ut- 
mo^ honour. It is said in Scripture, Fooh 
make a mock at m: * They had better make a 
• l^roT. wTt 9* 
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mock at pestilence, at war, or famine. With 
one who should chuse these public calamities 
for the subject of his sport, you would not be 
inclined to associate. You would fly from him, 
as worse than a fool ; as a man of distemper* 
ed mind, from whom you might be in hazard 
of receiving a sudden blow. Yet certain it is, 
that, to the great society of mankind, sin is a 
greater calamity, than either pestilence, or fa- 
mine, or war. These operate only as occa- 
sional causes of misery. But the sins and vices 
of men. are perpetual scourges of •the world. 
Impiety and injustice, fraud and falsehood, in- 
temperance and profligacy ; are daily produ^ 
cing mischief and disorder ; bringing ruin on 
individuals ; tearing families and communities 
in pieces ; giving rise to a thousand tragical 
scenes on this unhappy theatre. In propor- 
tion as manners are vicious, mankind are un- 
happy. The perfection of virtue which reigns 
in the world above, is the chief source of the 
perfect blessedness which prevails there. 

When, therefore, we observe any tendency 
to treat religion or morals with disrespect and 
levity, let us hold it to be a sure ihdication of 
a perverted understanding, or a depraved heart. 
In the seat of the scorner let us never sit Let 
us account that wit contaminated, which at- 
tempts to sport itself on sacred subjects. 
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When the scojSer arises^ let us maintain the 
honour of our Gk)d9 and our Redeemer ; and 
resolutely adhere to the cause of virtue and 
goodness. The lips of the rme utter knon;^ 
ledge ; but the mouth of the foolish is near to 
destruction. Him that honoureth Godj God will 
honour. The fear of the Lord is the beginning 
of wisdom; and he that Ikeepeth the command- 
ment^ keepeth his onm soul. 
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ON THE CITATION OF THS MrORI«D» 



Genesis^ L 1. 



Jn the beginnings God creoted the hemen and 
the earth. 

Such is the commencement of the histor/ of 
mankind; an sera, to which we must ever look 
back with solemn awe and veneration. Before 
the sun and the moon had begun their course; 
before the sound of the human voice was 
iieard, or the name of iQan was known ; in 
the beginnings God created the heaven and the 
aeir/A,^-?-^— To a beginning of the world, we are 
led back by every thing that now exists ; by 
iiJl history, all records, all monuments of ai)« 
tiquity. In trfu^ing the transactions of past 
Hges, we arrive at a period, which clearly in- 
dicates the infancy of the hunian race. We 
behold the world peopled by degreefu We 
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ftscend to the origin of all those useful and qop* 
cessary arts^ without the knowledge of which, 
mankind could hardly subsist We discern 
society and civilization arising from rude be- 
ginnings in every corner of the earth ; and 
gradually advancing to the state in which we 
now find them : All which affotd plain evi- 
dence, that there was a period, when mankind 
began to inhabit and cultivate the earth* What 
is very remfurkable, the most authentic chro- 
nology and history of most nations, coincides 
with the account of Scripture ; and piakes the 
period during which tfa§ world has been inha- 
bited by the race of men, iiot to extend be- 
yond six thousand years. 

To the ancient philosophers, creation from 
nothing i^peared an unintelligible idea« They 
maintained the eternal esListence of matter, 
which they supposed to be modelled by the 
sovereign mind of the universe into the form 
which the earth now exhibits. But there is 
nothing in this opinicm which gives it any titjie 
to be opposed to the authority of revehition# 
The doctrine of two self-existent, independ* 
ent principled, God and matter, the pne activ^ 
the other passive, is a hypothesis which pre« 
sents difficulties to human reason, at least as 
great as the creation of matter from nothing, 
^dheringy th^n, to the testimony qf $k:rip 
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tiire, we believe, that in the beginning God 
created^ or, from non-6xistence, brought into 
being, the heaven and the earth. 

But though there was a period when thia 
globe, with all that we see upon it, did not ex^ 
ist, we have no reason to think that the wis- 
dom and power of the Almighty were then 
without exercise or employment. Boundless 
is the extent of his dominion. Other globes 
and worlds, enlightened by other suns, may 
then have occupied, they still appear to occu- 
py, the immense regions of space. Number- 
less orders of beings, to us unknown, people 
the wide extent of the universe, and afford ^nL 
endless variety of objects to the ruling care of 
the great Father of all. At length, in the 
course and progress of his government, there 
arrived a period, when this earth was to be 
called into existence. When the signal mo-> 
ment, predestined from all eternity, was come, 
the Deity arose in his might ; and with a word 
created the world.— What an illustrious 
•moment was that, when, from nt>n*existence 
ther^ sprang at once into being this mighty 
globe, on which so many millions of creatures 
now dwell ? ■ ■■■No preparatorymeasures were 
required. No long circuit of means was em^- 
ployed. He spake^ and it zvas done : He com- 
mantiedy and it itood fast. The earth was, at 
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first, without forffij and void ; and darkness was 
upon the face of the deep. The Almighty sur- 
veyed the dark abyss ; and fixed bounds to 
the several divisions of nature. He said, Let 
there he light ; and there was light. Then ap* 
peared the sea and the dryland. The moiin^ 
tains rose ; and the rivers flowed. The sun 
and moon began their course in the skies, 
Herbs and plants clothed the ground. Th^ 
air, the edrth, and the waters, were istored 
with their respective inhabitants. At last, 
man was made after the image of God. He 
appeared, walking with ^countenance erect; 
and received his Creator's l^enediction, as the 
Lord of this new world. The Almighty be- 
held his work when it was finished ; and pro* 
j^ounced it good. Superior beings saw with 
wonder this new accession to existence. The 
morning stars sang together^ and all the sons of 
God shouted fof joy. * 

But on this great wor|s: of Creation, let us 
not merely gaze with astonishment. Let us 
oposider how it should affect our conduct, by 
j^resenting the divine perfections in a light 
which is at pnpe edifying and comforting to 
man. It displays the Creator as supreme ia 
power^ in wisdom, and in goodness. 

* Job, xxxviti. 7. 
VOIh III. X 
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I. As supreme in power. When we con- 
sider with how much labour and difficulty hu- 
man power performs its inconsiderable works j 
what time it cost to rear them ; and how easi- 
ly, when reared, they are destroyed ; the very 
idea of created power overwhelms the mind 
with awe. Let us look around, and survey 
this stupendous edifice, which we have been 
admitted to inhabit. Let us think of the ex- 
tent of the different climates and* regions of 
the earth, of the magnitude of the mountains, 
and of the expanse of the ocean. Let hs con- 
ceive the immense globe which contains them, 
launched at once from the hand of the Al* 
mighty ; made to revolve incessantly o» its 
axis, that it might produce the vicissitudes of 
day and night ; thrown forth, at the same 
time, to run its annual course, in perpetual 
circuit through the heavens : after such a me- 
ditation, where is the greatness, where is the 
pride of man ? Into what total annihilation 
do we sink before an omnipotent Being? 
Who is not disposed to exclaim, Lordy what 
is man that thmt art miTidful of him ; or the son 
of man that thou shouldst visit him ! When comr 
pared with thee^ all men are vanity ; their works 
are nothing. Reverence and humble ado- 
ration, ought spontaneously to arise. He who 
feels no propensity to worship atid adore, is 
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dead to all sense of grandeur and majesty j 
has extinguished one of the most natural feel- 
ings of the human heart. K710W the Lprd^ that 
he 13 God ; we are all his people, the vcorkmanr 
ship of his hands. Let us worship and bor^ down. 
Let us kneel before the Lord oUr Maker. 

Of all titles to legislation aftd rule, hone is 
so evident and direct as that of a Creator, 
The conviction is felt in every breast, that 
he who gave us being hath an absolute right 
to regulate our conduct This gives a sanc<^ 
tion to the precepts of God, which the mo^ 
hardened dare not controvert; When it is a 
Creator and a Father that speaks, who would 
not listen and obey? Are justice and huma- 
nity his declared laws ; and shall we, whom 
but yesterday he called from the dust, and 
whom to-morrow he can reduce into dust 
again, presume, in contempt of him, to be un-^ 
just or inhuman ? Are there any little in*, 
terests of our own, which we dare to erects in 
opposition to the pleasure of him who made 
us? Fear you not me ^ saith the Lord; miU 
ye not tremble at my presence, who have placed 
the sand for the bound of the sea, by a perpetual 
decree, that it cannot pass it ; who stretch forth 
my hand over the earth, and none hindereth f 

At the same time, the power of a Creator 
is encouraging, as well as awfuL While it 

X 2 



Digitized by 



Google 



9'H eN iniS CIIEATION OF THE WORLD* t"***- *•* 

enforces duty, it inspires confidence under af- 
diction. It brings to view a relation, which 
impoHs tenderness and comfort ; for it sug« 
gents the compassion of a father* In the time 
of trouble, msinklnd are led by a natural ini- 
pulse, to fly for aid to Him, who knows the 
weakness of the fran^e which he has made ; 
lufho remembers we are dust / and sees the dan^? 
gers with which we are environed* ^^ I am 
^ thine; for thou ha9t made me; forsake 
^ not the work of thine own hands," is one 
of the most natural ejaculations of the distress 
ed mind.>««i*^Hoiy blessed are the virtuous, who 
can rest under the protection of that powerr 
ful arm, which made the earth and the heaven ? 
The omnipotence which renders Gpd so aw- 
ful is to them a source of joy. In the whole 
Dompass of nature, nothing is formidable to 
them who firmly repose their trust in the 
Creator. To them, every noxious power cai| 
be rendered harmless ; every threatened eviL 
if not averted, can be transformed intQ good. 
In the Author of nature, thy find not only the 
author of their being, but their protector and 
defender, the lifler up of their heads^i H(»ppff 
is ike th»t hath the God qf Jacob /or his hglpf 
whose hope is in thfi Jjord hh God / which made 
heaveii and earthi the ^w and aU tfrnt therein is/ 
which keepeth truth fpr ei^.* 
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11. The work of creation is the display of 
supreme wisdom^ It carries no character 
more conspicuous than this. If, from* the 
structure and mechanism of some of the most 
complicated works of human art, we are led 
to high admiration of the wisdom of the con* 
triver, what astonishment may fill our minds, 
when we think of the structure of the uni* 
verse ! It is not only the stupendous build- 
ing itself which excites admiration, but the 
exquisite skill with which the endless variety 
of its parts are adapted to their respective 
purposes : Insomuch that the study of nature, 
which, for ages, has employed the lives of 
so many learned men, and which is still so far 
from being exhausted, is no other than the 
study of divine wisdom displayed in tjhe crea* 
tion. The farther our researches are carried, 
more striking proofs of it lefvery where meet 
tis. The provision made for the constant re-* 
gularity of the universe, in the disposition of 
the heavenly bodies, so that in the course of 
Several thousand years, mature should evei 
exhibit the same useful and grateful yariety 
in th^ retumls of light and darkness, of sum-^ 
titer and wii!it6r'j and ever furnish food and 
habitation^ to alt the animals that people fh^ 
earth ; must be a lasting theme^ of winder t4 
every reflecting mind. 
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But they are not only the heavens that de- 
clare the glory of God, and the ^fnwrnent thai 
shew^th forth his handy-tvork. In the most in- 
considerable, as well as in the most illustri- 
ous works of the Creator, consummate art and 
design appear. There is not a creature that 
moves, nor a vegetable that grows, but when 
minutely examined, furnishes materials of the 
highest admiration. The same wisdom that 
placed the sun .in the centre of the system, 
and arranged the several planets around him 
in their order, ha^ no less shewn itself in the 
provision made for the food and dwelling 
pf every bird that roams the air, and every 
beast that wanders in the desert; equally 
great, in the smallest, and in the most mag-^ 
nificent objects ; in the star, and in the in-^ 
sect ; ip the elephant, and in the j^y ; in the 
beam that shines, froni heaven, and in the 
grass that clothes the ground. Nothing is 
overlooked. Nothing is carelessly perform- 
ed. Every thing that exists is adapted^ with 
perfect symmetry, Ijo the end for: which it wa.s 
designed, All this infinite variety pf parti- 
culars n(iust ha;ve been present to the. mind of 
the Creator; all b^eheld witbone glance of 
!^ eye ; all fixed apd arranged, froip the be» 
ginning, in his. great design,, whep he formed 
the heavens and the ewth.. Justly may he 



Digitized by 



Google 



«EaM. 1!).;] OK THE CREATION OF THE WORLD, 327 

exclaim, with the Psahiiist, How excellenU O 
Lordy is thy name in all the earth f How mor- 
nifold are thy works / In wisdom hast thou 
made them alL No man can find out the work 
that God maketh,Jram the beginning to the end. 
Such knoi£)ledge is too wonderful for us. It is 
high ; we cannot attain unto it 

This wisdom displayed by the Almighty in 
the creation, was not intended merely to gra- 
tify curiosity, and to raise wonder. It ought 
to beget profound submission, and pious trust 
in every heart. It is not uncommon for many 
who speak with rapture of creating wisdom, 
to be guilty, at the same time, of arraigning 
the conduct of Providepce. In the structure 
of the universe, they confess that all is goodly 
and beautiful. But in the government of hu- 
man affairs, they can see nothing but disorder 
and confusion. — = — Have they forgotten, that 
botJi the one and the other proceed frcan the 
same Author ? Have they forgotten, tbiat He 
who balanced all the heavenly bodies, and 
adjusted the proportions and limits of nature, 
is the same who hath allotted them their coHh- 
dition in the world, who distributes the mea- 
sures of tfieir prosperity and adversity, and 
jisoes^ the bounds of their habitation ?' If their 
lot appear to thcnn ill-^soi^ted, and their condi- 
tion hard .and uneqijal, let them only put the 
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question to their awii ntiod^ Whether it be 
. most probable that the gre»twid wise Creator 
hath erred in his didtribDlion <>f humaa thinga, 
or that they have etred in tlie judgment whidi 
they form concerning the lot assigned to them? 
Can they believe, that the divine Artisty after 
he had contrived and finished thia earth, the 
habitation of men^ with such admirable wis* 
-dom, would then throw it out of bis huids w 
a neglected work ; w<^uld sU^r the affiurs of 
its inhabitants to proceed by chiuice; and 
would behold them, without concern, run into 
misrule and disorder ? Wh^e were then that 
eonsistency of oonduct, which we discover in 
all the worlss. of nature, and which we cannot 
but ascribe to a perfeet Bemg ? — ^-My bro- 
ther ! whe»: thy plails ak*e disappointed^ ai^ 
thy heart is ready ta despair ; when vhrtfiie is 
oppressed, and the picked prosper around 
thee; in these m^m^hts of disturbance, look 
op ta Hiiik who created the heaven and the 
evrth; nod confide^ that he who made light 
.10 spring from prima^^al darkness, wiU make 
^order at l^t to «pise from the seeming coifu- 
Mon of tte world 

Had aay one beheld die earth in its ataibe 
of chaos; when the ^m^it^ i&yrac&edMEid 
^nfi^ed ; wh^ni the eacth was wkhma form 
mndt wjfici ^ untl 4arkne» muz, an H»jBUXi ^f the 
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ifeep; would he ha^e believed that it WiA pre^ 
sently to become so &ir and well-*ordered a 
globe 89 we now behold j illumined with the 
splendour of the snn^ and decorated with all 
the beauty of nature? The samie powerful 
hand» which perfected the work of creation, 
thall^ in due time^ disembroil the plana of 
ProvidenQl&. Of creation^ we can judge more 
clearly, because it stood forth at once; it, was 
perfect from the beginning. But the course 
of Provid^ce is progressiTe^ Time is re- 
quired for the progression to advance^ and 
before it is finished, We can form no jndgmenfiy 
or at least a very imperfect one, concerning 
]t« We must wait until the great s^a arrive, 
when the secrets df the universe shall be un- 
^ded i when the divine designs shall be coil- 
smoomafcecli ; when Frovideiice shall he brought 
to the same completion wh&h creatioir has 
abeady attained. Them we have reasMi to 
brieve, that the wise Oeator shall appear, 
in the end, to have been the wise and just 
roler of the world. Umtil thi^ period come, 
let us be contented and patient i let us- sub- 
mit and adore. Although thou gayest thou 
^balt not $€€ him^ yet Judgment h before him; 
therefore trust tkom in hiin •* This* exhortation 
wiU receive more force, wlien we> 

* Job, X3ttT« 14» 
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III. Consider creation' as a^ diisplay of su- 
preme goodness no less than of wisdom and 
power. It is the communication of number- 
less benefits tQ all who live, together with ex- 
istence. Justly is the earth said to he full of 
the goodness of the Lord. Throughout the 
whole system of things we bdiold a mani- 
fest tendency to promote the benefit either of 
the rational) or the animal creation. In some 
parts of nature this tendency may be less ob- 
vious than in others. Objects, ^hich to us 
seem useless or hurtful, may sometimes occur ; 
nnd strange it were, if in so vast and compli- 
cated a system^ difficulties of this kind should 
not occasionally present themselves to beings, 
whose views are so narrow and limited as ours. 
It is well known, that in proportion as th« 
knowledge of nature has increased among men, 
these difficulties have diminished. Satisfactory 
accounts have been given of many perplexing 
appearances. Useful and proper purposes 
have been found to be promoted by objects 
which were, at first, thought unprofitable or 
noxious. 

Malignant must be the mind of that person ; 
-with a distorted eye he must have contem- 
plate creation^ who can suspect, that it is 
not the production of infinite benignity and 
goodness. How many clear marks of bene* 
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volent inteqtion appear everywhere around 
us. What a profusion of beauty and orna- 
ment is poured forth on the face of nature ? 
What a magnificent spectacle presented to the 
yiew of man ? ' What supply contrived for 
his wants ? What a variety qf objects set be- 
fore him, to gratify his senses, to employ his 
understanding, tp entertain hisi imagination, 
to cheer and gladden his heart ? Indeed, the 
very existence of the universe is a standing 
memorial of the goodness of the Creator, For 
nothing except goodness coidd originally 
pronjpt creation. The Supreme Being, self^ 
e^iistent and all sufficient, had no wants which 
}ie could seek to supply. No n^w acces* 
^ion of felicity or glory was to result to him 
from creatures whom he had made. It was 
goodness communicating and pouring itself 
forth — ^goodness delighting to impart happiness 
in all its forms, which irf the beginning creat- 
ed the heaven and the earth. Hence those 
innumerable orders of living creatures with 
which the earth is peopled ; from the lowest 
class of sensitive being, to the highest rank of 
reason and intelligence. Wherever there is 
life, there is some degree of happiness j there 
are enjoyments suited to the different powers 
of feeling ; and earth, and air, and water^ are, 
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^ith magnificent liberality, made to teem with 
life. 

Let those striking displays of creating good^ 
ness call forth, on our part^ responsive love, 
gratitude, and veneration. To this great fa* 
ther of all exigence and life^ to Hiin who hath 
raised us up to behold the li^t of day, and 
to enjoy aH the comforts which this world 
presents^, let our hearts send forth a perpetual, 
hymn of praise; Evening and morning let us 
celebrate Him, who maketh the morning and 
the evening to rejoice over our heads ; who 
openeih his kand^ and Mtisfieih the desire of 
roery living thing. Ijet us rejoice, that we are 
brought into a world, which is the production 
of infinite goodness, over which a supreme in- 
telligence presides^ ; and where nothing hap- 
pens, that was not planned and arranged, from 
the beginning, in bis decree. Convinced that 
he hateth not the woVksr which he hath made, 
nor hath brought creatures into existence 
merely to suffer unnecessary pain, let us even, 
in the midst of sorrow, receive with calm sub- 
mission whatever he k pleased to send ; thank* 
fid for what he bestows ; &nd satisfied, that 
without good reason he takes nothing away. 

Such, in general, are the effects wh«h me*- 
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ditation on the creation of the world ought to 
produce. It presents such an astonishing con- 
junction of power, wisdom^ and goodness, as 
cannot be beheld without religious veneration. 
Accordingly, among all nations of the earthy 
it has given rise to religious belief and worship. 
The most ignqrant and savage tribes, when 
they looked round on th^ earth e^nd the 
heavens, could not avoid ascribing their origin 
to some invisible designing cause, and feeling 
a propensity to adore, They are, indeed, the 
awful appearances of the Creator's power, by 
which, chiefly, they have been impressed, and 
which have introduced into their worship so 
jpiany rites of dark superstition. When the 
usual course of nature seemed to be interrupt- 
ed, when loud thunder rolle^l above them in 
the clouds, or earthquakes shook the ground, 
the nixiltitude fell on their l^nees, and, with 
trembling horror, brought forth the bloody sa- 
crifice to appe^e the angry divinity. But it 
)s not in thoj?e tremendous appearances of 
power merely, that a good and wellrinstructed 
jnan beholds the Creator of the world. In the 
l^onstant and regular working of his haiiids, in 
jthe silent operations of his wisdom and good- 
ness, ever going on throughout nature, he de- 
^ghts to contemplate and adore him. 

Ttis is one of the phjef fruits to be derived 
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from that more perfect knowledge of the Crea- 
tor, which is imparted to us by the Christian 
revelation. Impressing our minds with a just 
sense of his attributes, as not wise and great 
only, but as gracious and merciful, let it lead 
us to vifew every object of calm and undisturbed 
nature, with a perpetual reference to its Author. 
We shall then behold all the scenes which the 
heavens and the earth present, with more re- 
fined feelings, and subliraer emotions, than 
they who regard them solely as objects of cu- 
riosity or amusement. Nature will appear 
animated and enlivened, by the presence of its 
Author. When the sun rises or sets in the hea- 
vens, when spring paints the earth, when sum- 
mer shines in its glory, when autumn pours forth 
its fruits, or winter returns in its awful forms, 
we shall view the Creator manifesting himself 
in his works. We shall meet his presence in 
the fields. We shall feel his influence in the 
cheering beam. We shall hear his voice in 
the wind. We shall behold ourselves every- 
where surrounded with the glory of that uni- 
versal spirit, who fills, pervades, and upholds 
all. We shall live in the world as in a great 
and august temple, where the presence of the 
divinity, who inhabits it, inspires devotion. 

Magnificent as the fabric of the world is, it 
was not, however, intended for perpetual du- 
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ration. It was erected as a temporary habita- 
tion for a race of beings, who, after acting there 
a probationary part, were to be removed inta 
a higher state of existence. As there was an 
hour fixed from all eternity for its creation^ 
so there is an hour fixed for its dissolution ; 
when the heavens and the earth shall pass away, 
and their place shall know them no more. The 
consideration of this great event, as the coun- 
terpart to the work of creation, shall be the 
subject of the following discourse. 
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& Peter, iii. 10« 



Sut the day of t^e Lord will come as a thief in 
the night ; in the which the heavens shall pass 
away with a great noise^ and the elements shall 
melt with fervent heat ; the earth alsq, and 
the works that are therein^ shall be bur^t up. 

These words present to us an awful vievf of 
the final catastrophe of the world. Haying 
treated, in the precedipg discourse, of the 
commenceinenty let us now contemplate the 
close, of all human things. The dissolution 
of the material system is an article of our 
faith, often alluded to in the Old Testament^ 
clearly predicted in the New. It i$ an article 
9f faith so far from being inpredible^ that man^r 
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Appearances in nature lead to the belief of it 
We see all terrestrial substances changing their 
form. Nothing that consists of matter, is 
for perpetual duration. Every thing around 
us is impaired and consumed by time, waxes 
old by degrees^ and tends to decay. There 
is reason, therefore^ to believe^ that a structure 
so complex as the world must be liable to the 
same law ; and shall, at some period, under- 
go the same fate. Through many changes^ 
the earth had already passed; many shocks 
it has received, and is still often receiving. 
A great portion of what is now dry land, ap- 
pears, from various tokens, to have been once 
covered with water. Continents bear the 
.marks of having been violently rent, and torn 
asunder from one anothen New islands have 
risen from the bottom of the ocean ; thrown 
up by the force of subterraneous fire. Formi- 
.dable earthquakes have^ in divers quarters, 
shaken the globe; and at this hour terrifj 
with their alarms H^any parts of it Burning 
mountains have, for ages, been discharging 
torrents of flame ; and from time to time re- 
new their explosions in various regions. All 
these circumstances show^ that in the bowels 
.of the earth the instruments of its dissolu-* 
tion are. formed. To our view, who behold 
only its surface, it may appear firm and un- 

VOL. Ilf. Y 
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shaken ; while its destraction is {^(^ttruig ia 
secret The grouiid on which vb tread b un^ 
dermined. Comfousfcifolo matefriek are storadL 
The train h !aid« When the mine is to 
springs none of us can inenee^ 

Accustomed to bdioldthe course of nature 
proceeding in regular order, vre indulge nwao- 
\9hi\e our pleasures and pursuits with full sfi- 
curitj ; imd isuch awful scenes aa the uomntt- 
«ion of the elemmits, and the dinolutioa o£ 
the world, are foreign to our thonghta Yet 
as it is certain that^some genenriioa of mai 
must Witness this great catastrc^hei it ia fit 
and prc^rthttt we should aomeAknea look fiir* 
ward to it. Such prospects may not, indeed, he 
alhiringtothebulkof men« But they cairy b 
grandeur and solemnity whoch are congenial to 
some of the most dignified feeUnga in our 
iiature; und tend to pioduoe elemtiim of 
thought Amidst the cirde of levikiea and 
folKes, of little pleasures and little cares which 
fill up the ordinary round of life, it ia neoea- 
sary that we be occasionally «ceited to attend 
to what is serious and great. Sudh events as 
are now to be the subject of our mieditationi 
awake the slumbering mind ; <^eok the Keen- 
tiousness of idle thought ; and bring home 
to our recollection what most concerns us, «S 
men and Christians* 
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filled our niiiidst aiut what devout emotions 
would have 9^9ieUed our hearts, if w€i could have 
been spectators of thQ creation of tho wgxld ; 
if we had seen the earth when it arose at first, 
wiibtmtform and void% and beheld its parts ar- 
tanged k^ the iMvine ^of d ; if we had hesuxi 
tke yoke of the Almighty, calling light to 
spring forUi firom.tb^ darkness that was on th$ 
fitce i^ the deep; if we had seen the suariaing^ 
for the first time, in thie east, with majeatie 
glory ; and all nature instantly beginning ta 
tAeam with life» This wondered scene, it waa 
impossible that any human eye could bdhold. 
it was a spectacle afforded only to angels, and 
supevicn* spirits. jBut to a spectacle no less 
astonishing, the final dissolution of the world, 
we know there shall be many human wit* 
losses. The race of man living in that las| 
age, shall see the presages of the approach^ 
ittg fatal day : There shall be signs in tka 
tun, as the Scripture informs us, and signs in 
^emoon and stars f upon the earth distress of 
MtianSj mth perpleMty^ the sea and the wanes 
roaring.^ They shall clearly perceive that 
ttniversal nature is tending to ruin« They 
shall feel the globe shake ; shall behold thmt 

ir2 
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cities fall ; and the final conflagration begin 
to kindle around them.— Realising^ then, 
this awful scene ; imagining ourselves to he 
already spectators of it } let us, 

L Contemplate the Supreme Being direct- 
ing the dissolution, as he directed the origi-^ 
nal formation of the world. He is the great 
agent in this wonderful transaction. It was 
by him foreseen. Itwasbyvhim intended; 
it entered into his plan from the mom^it of 
creation. This world was destined from the 
beginning to fulfil b certain period ; and thea 
its duration was to terminate. Not that it b 
any pleasure to the Almi^ty to display his 
omnipotence in destroying the works whidi 
he has made ; but, as for wise and good pnr^ 
poses the earth was formed, so, £ot wise and 
good ends it is dissolved, when the time most 
proper for its termination is come* He who,. 
in the counsels of his Providence^ brings a* 
bout so many revolutions among mankind i 
who changetk the times and the semong ; who 
raises up empires to rule in succession ,am<Hig 
the nations, and at his pleasure puis ani end 
to their glory ; hath also fixed a term for th& 
earth itself^ the seat of all human greatness* 
He saw it meet, that after the probationary 
course was finished^ which the generations of 
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men were to accomplish, their present habita-. 
tion should be made to. pass 9way. Of the 
'seasonableness of the. period when this change 
should take place,} no being can judge except 
the Lord of the universe. These are coun- 
sels, into which it is not ours to pepetrate^ 
But amidst this great revolutiop of nature, 
our comfort is, that it is a revolution brgught 
about by Him, the measures of whose govern^ 
ment are all founded in goodness. 

It is called in the text, the day of the Lord ; 
a day peculiarly his» as known to him only ; 
a day i-n which he shall appear with uncom*- 
mon and tremendous majesty. But though 
it be the day of the ti^rrprs of the Lord, yet 
from these terrors, his upright and faithful sub- 
jects shall have nothing to apprehend. They 
may remain 3afe and quiet spectator^ pf the 
threatening scene. For it i3 not to b^ a scene 
of blind confusion ; of universal ruin, brought 
about by undesigning chance. Over th$ shock 
of the elements, and the wreck of matter, 

. Eternal wisdom presides. According to its 
direction the conflagration advances which is 
to consume the earth. Amidst every con- 
vulsion pf the world, God shall continue to 
be as he was from the beginning, the dwelling'!^ 

.phf>e cf his servants to all generations. The 
wprld mfty be loi^t to thepi \ but the Ruler of 
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the world is ever the ^ame^ imchangeabl j 
good and j ust. This is the kigh Uwer to which 
they can fly, and be S8^. ^ite rigiaeam Lard 
ioveth tightmamesi ; wid, uMler ewety period 
of his government, his comttrmnceMii^ddh the 
upright. 

IL Let us contemplate the di6iK>l«lioii of 
the world as the end-all human glory. This 
earth has been tfve thfetntte of many a gr^M; 
spectade, and many a high adittm^^ement. 
There, the wise have i*uled, tbe mighty havie 
fought, and conqu^ots have triumphed. Its 
surface has been oovered with piood and 
stately cities. Its temples and piQaces have 
taised their heads to the skies^ Its kings and 
potentates, glory lag in their m^gnifioence, hare 
erected pyramids, constructed towers, fomd- 
ed monuments, which they in^gi&ed were to 
defy all the assaults of tima The^ nmani 
thought wasy ihcA their h6usei were to cotttmbd 
for every and iheir drvetUng-phces to M gmer^ 
iions. Its philosophers have explored liie se- 
crets of nature ; and flattered tliemsdves, that 
the tame of their discoveries was to be i<a- 
tooftial.— ^-^Alas ! all this was to be no more 
4&an a transient show. Not only the fiishkm 
bftheiMrldy but the world itielf^ passei^ mwtj/. 
The day cometb, when all the glory of this 
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world flhall be remembered only as a drftmn 
is)hen one mMketh. No longer shall the earth 
exhibit any of those scenes which now delight 
our eyes. The whole beautiful fabric is thrown 
down^ never more to arise* As soon as the 
destroying angel has sounded the last trum- 
pet| the everlasting mountains fall ; the foun- 
dations of the world are shaken ; the beauties 
ofnature^ the decorations of art^ the labours 
of industry, perish in one common flame. The 
globe itself shall eith^ return into its ancient 
chaos, ndtbcut form and void; or, like a star 
fallen from the heayens, shjill be effaced from 
the universe, and itapittcfi ^hqU know it no morCf 

This day of the Lord, *as it is foretold in the 
text, will come m a thief in the night j that is, 
sudden and unexpected. Mankind, notwitb^ 
standing the presages^ given them, i|haU con- 
tinue to the last in their wonted securityf Our 
Saviour tells us, that, a$ in the d^y$ of Noah 
before tJie floods they wer^ eating and drinking^ 
marrying and gimng in marriage until theJk>od 
camcj and took them all away^ so shall also the 
coming of the son of mm he^ *f ■> » How many 
projects and designs shall that day suddenly 
confound ? What long contrived schemes oi 

* Matthew, xxxiv. 3S. 
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pleasure shall it overthrow ? What plans ot 
cunning and ambition shall it utterly blast ? 
How miserable they, whcmi it shall overtake 
in the midst of dark conspiracies, of criminal 
deeds, or profligate pleasures ? In what strong 
colours is their dismay painted, when they are 
represented, in the book of Revelations, as call- 
ing to the hilU and mountains to fall on them 

and cover them? ^Sudi descriptions are apt 

to be considered as exaggerated. The impres- 
sion of those awful events is weakened by the 
great distance of time at which our ima^a- 
tion places them. But have not we had a 
striking image set before us, in our iymi age, of 
the terrors which the day of the Lord shall pro- 
duce, by those partial ruins of the world, which 
the visitation of God has brought on countries 
well known, and not removed very far firom 
ourselves? When, in the midst of peace^ 
opulence, and security, suddenly the earth was 
felt by the terrified inhabitants to tremble, 
with violent agitation, below them ; when their 
houses began to shake over their heads, and to 
overwhelm them with ruins ; the flood, at the 
same time to rise from its bed, and to swell 
around them ; when, encompassed with uni- 
versal desolation, no friend could aid another ; 
no prospect of escape appeared ; no place of 
refuge remained j how similar were such 
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scenes of destruction to the terrors of the last 
day? What similar sensations of dread and 
remorse, and too late repentance, must they, 
have excited among the guilty and profane ? 

To such formidable convulsions of nature, 
we, in these happy islands, through the bless^ 
ing of heaven, are strangers ; and strangers 
to them may we long continue ! But, hpw* 
ever we may escape partial ruins of the globe, 
in its general and final ruin we also must be in^ 
volved. To us must come at last that awful day 
when the sun shall for the last time arise, to 
perform his concluding circuit round the 
world. They how blest, whom that day shall 
find employed in religious acts^ or virtuoiyp 
deeds ; in the conscientious discharge of the 
duties of life ; in the exercise of due prepara-> 
tion for the conclusion of human things, and 
£6v appearing before the great Judge of the 
world ! Let us now, 

III. Contemplate the soul of man, as re*^ 
maining unhurt in the midst of this general 
desolation, when the whole animal creation 
perishes, and the whole frame of nature falls 
into ruins. What a high idea does this pre- 
sent, of the dignity pertaining to the rational 
spirit ! The world may fall back into chaos ; 
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but, superior to mattefi and independesit of 
all the changes of material things, the soul 
continues the same. When the Aeavens pms 
unfay with a great noue^ and the dementi melt 
ivith fervent heat^ the soul of man, stamped for 
immortality, retains its state unimpair^ ; and 
is capable c^ flourishing in undecaying youth 
and vigour. Very diflferent indeed the condi-- 
tion of human spirits is to be, according as 
their different qualities have marked, and pr&* 
pared them, for different future mansions. But 
for futurity they are all destined. Existence, 
still, is theirs. The capacity oS permanent fe- 
licity they all possess ; and if diey enjoy it 
not, it is owing to themselves. 

Here, then, let us behold what is the true 
honour and excellence of man* It consists 
not in his body ; which, beautiful or vigorous 
as it may now seem, is no other than a fabric 
of dust, quickly to return to duM again. It 
is not derived from any connection he can 
form with earthly things; which, as we have 
seen, are all doomed to perish. It consists in 
that thinking part which is susceptible of in- 
tellectual improvem^it and moral worth, 
which was formed ailer the image of God ; 
which is capable of perpetual progress in 
drawing nearer to his nature ; and shall 
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partake of the divine eternity, when time and 
the world shall be no more. This is all that 
is respectable in man. By this alone he i9 
raised above perishable substances, and allied 
to those that are celestial and immortal. This 
part of our nature, then, let us cultivate with 
care ; and on its improvement, rest our sel& 
estimation. If> on the contrary, suffering out* 
selves to be wholly immersed in matter, plung- 
ed in the dregs of sensuality, we behave as if 
we were only made for the body and its ani* 
^mal pleasures, how degenerate and base do 
we become ? Destined to survive this whole 
material system, sent forth to run the race of 
immortality and glory, shall we thus abuse 
our Maker's goodness, degrade our original 
honour, and sink ourselves into deserved mi* 
0ery ? It remains, that, 

• IV. We contemplate the dissolution of the 
worlds as the introduction to a greater and 
nobler system, in the government of God. 
FTe, according to hu promise^ look /or nefv hear- 
vens and a new earth, wherein dweiieth righte-^ 
oumess. * Temporal things are now to give 
plate tx) things eternal. To this earthly ha- 
bitation is to succeed the city of the living 

* 4 Pet. iii. 13. 
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God. The earth had completed the purpose 
for which it was created It had been em- 
ployed as a theatre on which the human ge- 
nerations were successively to come forth, and 
to fulfil their term of trial. As long as the pe^ 
riod of trial continued, much obscurity was of 
course to cover the counsels of Providence. 
It was appointed that all things should appear 
as coming alike to aU; that the righteous should 
seem often neglected by Heaven, and the 
wicked be allowed externally to prosper, in 
order that virtue and piety might undergo a 
proper test ; that it might be shewn who were 
sincere adherents to conscience, and who were 
mere followers of fortune. The day which 
terminates the duration of the world, termi* 
nates all those seeming disorders. The time 
of trial is concluded. The final discrimination 
of characters is made. When the righteous 
go into everlasting happiness, and the wicked 
are dismissed into the regions of punishment, 
the whole mystery of human affairs is unra<- 
veiled, and the conduct of Providence is jus- 
tified to man. 

Suited to a condition of trial was the state 
and form of the world, which we now inhabit 
It was not designed to be a mansiion for inno- 
cent and happy sipirits ; but a dwelling for 
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creatures of fallen nature and of mixed cha-> 
tacters. Hence, those mixtures of pleasure 
and pain, of disorder and beauty with Which 
it abounds. Hence, some regions of the earth, 
presenting gay aiid pleasing scenes ; others^ 
exhibiting nothing but ruggedness and de-^ 
formity ; the face of nature, sometimes bright- 
ened by a serene atmosphere and a splendid 
8un ; sometimes disfigured by jarring ele- 
ments and overcast with troubled skies. But 
far unlike shall be the everlasting habitations 
of the justi Though how they are formed, 
or what objects they contain, is not given us 
now to conceive; nor, in all probability, would 
our faculties be equal to the conception ; the 
emblematical descriptions of them in Scrips 
ture are calculated to excite high ideas of 
magnificence and glory. This one particular 
we know with certainty, that therein dweUeth 
righteousness; that is, complete virtue and 
eternal order ; and wherever these are found^ 
the most perfect sources are opened of joy 
and bliss. This earth was never intended for 
more than the outer court, the porch through 
which the righteous were to pass into the 
temple and sanctuary of the .Divinity. When 
that which is perfect is come^ that which is in 
part shall be done away. ^ 
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The inference which f<^lo^ from whst has 
been siud on this subject, cannot be so well 
expressed i» in the. words of the Apostle, m 
the verse immediately following the t^t, Se$^ 
ingf iheuy that all the$e things shall he dUsf^Ged^ 
whatmminer qf persons aught ye to be in edl ho^ 
conversattQU and godlme^s f Ought not the im* 
portmt discoYeries which have been made to 
u0 of the designs of the Almighty, ai^ of the 
destiny of mim, to exalt our sentiments, and 
to purify our life from what is vicious or vain? 
While we pursue the business and cares of 
our present station, and partake of the inno^ 
fjeot plewures wbidi the world affords, let m 
maintiun that dignity of character, which bet 
comes immortal beings ; let us act with thrt 
circumspection whidi becomes thote^ who 
knqw they are soon to stand before the judg^ 
ment^seat of the son of God s in a wxrdy let 
lis study to be what we would wish to be founds 
If to us the day of the Lord should come. 

I know it will occur that the prospect of 
that day cannot be expected to have much int- 
fluence on the pres^it age. The events of 
which I have treated, must needs, it will besaidt 
belong to some future race of men. Many |Nrov 
phecies yet remain to be fulfiUedL Many prei?- 
. paratory events must take places before the 
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world is ripe for final jud^ent« — Whether 
this be the case or not, none of us with cer^ 
tainty know«-~But allow me to remind you, 
that to each of us an event is approachingi 
and not £ir distant^ which shall prove of the 
same effect with the coming of the day of the 
Xx>rd. The day of death is, to every indivi-i- 
dual, the same as the day of the dissolution 
of the world* The sun may continue to shine; 
but to them who are laid in the grave, his 
light is finally ej(:tinguished The world may 
remain active, busy, and noisy ; but to them 
»U is silence. The voice which gives the man- 
datei Itetum ctgmn to your duU^ is the same 
with the 9ound of the last trumpet Death 
fixes the dqom of every one finally and irre- 
vocably<» This surely is an event which none 
of as can remove in our thoughts to a remote 
lagev To^mprrow, to-day, the fatal mandate 
may be issued* Watch^ therefcre^ he sober^ be 
vigilant ; ye know not at what hour the Son of 
Man Comeths 

Having now treaty both of the creation 
cmd dissolution of the worid, I cannot con- 
clude without calling your thoughts to the 
magnificent view which these events give us, 
^f the kingdom and dominion of the Almigh- 
ty. With reverence we contemplate his hand 
m thesignaldispefisations of Providence amon^ 
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men ; deciding the fate of battles ; raising up» 
or overthrowing empires ; casting down the 
proud, and lifting the low from the dust But 
what are such occurrences to the power and 
Wisdom which He displays in the higher re- 
. Volutions of the universe ; by his word form- 
ing or dissolving worlds ; at his pleasure, 
transplanting his creatures from one world to 
another, that he m&y carry on new plans of 
wisdom and goodness, and fill all space with the 
wonders of creation ? Successive generations 
of men have risen to possess the earth. By 
turns they have passed away and gone into 
regions unknown. Us he hath raised up, to 
occupy their room. We too shall shortly dis- 
appear. But human existence never perishes. 
Life only changes its form, and is renewed. 
Creation is ever filling, but never full. When 
the whole intended course of the generations 
of men shall be finished, then, as a shepherd 
leads his flock from one pasture to another, 
so the great Creator leads forth the souls 
which he hath made, jnto new and prepared 
abodes of life. They go from this earth to a 
new earth, and new heavens ; and still they 
remove, only from one province of the divine 
dominion to another. Amidst all those chan- 
ges of nature, the great Ruler himself remains 
^xnthout variableness or shadow of turning. To 
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him, these successive revolutions of being are 
but 08 yesterday when it is past. Trom his 
eternal throne, he beholds worlds rising and 
passing away ; measures out, to the creatures 
who inhabit them, powers and faculties suited 
to their state; and distributes among them 
rewards and punishments, proportioned to 
their actioDS.-— -i-What an astonishing view 
do such meditation^ afford of the kingdom of 
God ; infinite in its extent; everlasting in its 
dur^tioQ ; exhibiting, in every period, the 
reign of perfect righteousness and wisdom ! 
W^o by searching can jind out God f who can 
fini out the Almighty to perfection ? Great and 
marveUous are all thy ffiorksy Ltord God Almigh^ 
ty ! Just and tru^^ are itU thy rvatfs^ thou Kin^ 
$f saints ! 



Xn; SNO OF TH^ THIAD VOLUM^t 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 






Digitized by 



Google 






Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



